B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 8th March 2011

Present:
Councillor Michael Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Bayes, Derbyshire, Freer, C Groome, Lamb, Titcombe, Watts and Wiley

10.PPC.38
APOLOGIES


No apologies for absence were received.

10.PPC.39
MINUTES 

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 14th December 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair

10.PPC.40
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Keli Watts declared a personal interest in Item 7 as a business owner on the A14


Councillors Bayes, Watts, C Groome and Freer declared personal interests in Item 8 as the Council's representatives on an outside body

10.PPC.41
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HGV PARKING SITE ASSESSMENT FOR THE A14


A report was submitted which informed members of the findings of the North Northamptonshire HGV Parking Site Assessment for the A14.


Sue Chester of Orton Parish Meeting and Andrew Bull addressed the Committee under the Council's Right to Speak Policy, outlining residents' concerns and requesting that the recommendations contained in the report be rejected.  Reference was made to potential sites in the area which may be suitable for a lorry park and perceived inaccuracies contained within the report were pointed out.  It was also felt that there had not been enough public consultation on the proposal.


Members noted that, in terms of process, consultation on the proposed policies would take place through the site specific document and was planned to commence in September 2011.  


In discussion, members expressed some sympathy for the objectors' point of view.  However, a distinction had to be made between development control decisions and the statutory framework in which they were made, and Planning Policy.  
The North Northamptonshire HGV Parking Site Assessment for the A14 had been commissioned by the Joint Planning Unit and undertaken by Kettering Borough Council with support from the Joint Planning Unit. Although the planning application for a truck stop facility at land off Orton Road, Rothwell, had recently been considered by the Council where it was resolved to grant planning consent. There was a threat that, once sites were approved and delivered, alternative uses for the sites may subsequently be explored, for example, for employment use. Consequently, there was a need to protect the land from migrating to another use, through a  policy to that effect.  

The site in Orton Road, Rothwell was in open countryside and by its character would not normally be considered appropriate for alternative use. The Planning Policy Committee was now being asked to shape a policy that protected sites for that purpose or restored them to their original condition.


Some concern was expressed that the planning application in question had been brought before the Planning Committee prior to consideration of the site assessment by the Planning Policy Committee.


Debate was held on the scoring system for potential sites for lorry parks.  It was noted that headline criteria included elements such as accessibility, location, health, impact on residential areas, water conservation and soil and minerals. It would not necessarily follow that the highest scoring site would be functionally able to deliver the facility.


Discussion was then held on the status of technical studies and related documents in planning terms.  It was felt to be essential that such documents received some scrutiny, either through the Joint Planning Unit or through committees such as the Planning Policy Committee.  

It was noted that the Site Specific document would be brought back to the Planning Policy Committee at a future date.

RESOLVED
that:


(i)
the findings of the North Northamptonshire HGV Parking Site Assessment for the A14 as a background technical study be noted;


(ii)
the emerging Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document assesses the need for lorry parking in the Borough and informs wider policies for North Northamptonshire; and


(iii)
a planning policy be produced to prevent designated parking sites being developed for any other purposes

(Councillor Derbyshire joined the meeting at 8.00 pm)

10.PPC.42
JOINT CORE STRATEGY REVIEW: PLANNING ISSUES IN NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE


A report was submitted which outlined the contents of the Joint Core Strategy Review Issues Paper and sought agreement to the response of Kettering Borough Council to the consultation

It was noted that the Preferred Options consultation would now take place in September 2011, rather than July/August as stated in the report.

The following points were made during the debate on this issue:-

· The consultation events in the Borough had not been given a high enough profile

· There was no mention of Heritage in the document

· The words in paragraph 2.3 should be strengthened to emphasise local entrepreneurship and choice in jobs to embrace knowledge-based and technical industries to produce the materials needed for sustainable house-building

· Broadband should be foremost in the response, in whichever format high-speed broadband was defined in the future

· Working from home should be promoted, including the possibility of introducing tax breaks in return for the use of a room in a house

· Burton Latimer was not on the preferred sites, but preferred sites were available which would support the town centre

· Work had been completed with Town and Parish Councils to produce Parish Plans, for example the Urban Design Study in Burton Latimer.  These documents should be used.

· The raidable surplus in land value had gone down as a result of the collapse of the land market

· Low cost leisure facilities should be pursued – eg pocket parks and walks through the countryside in addition to the greater use of permissive ways (rights of way over private land)

· The use of volunteer labour should be supported

· In relation to the education offer, there should be more aspirations in relation to variety, investment and student choice

· Policies should begin to move away from minimum spaces for car parking in favour of a sensible parking regime for individual developments

· New houses should strive for quality, eg, bigger gardens

· The need for electrification of the railway line should be emphasised, including capacity and frequency of services

· The fourth paragraph of Page 11 (Employment) should refer to 'exceptional' circumstances where new B8 land was required

In conclusion to the debate it was noted that there was an opportunity for members to make individual comments.  Town and Parish Councils would also be given the opportunity to comment.

It was felt that issues relating to housing numbers and housing land supply should be further discussed at a future meeting.  

Appendix 3: Areas where the new Plan can have influence

Members felt that the following points should be added:

· Leisure facilities we already have in the Borough should be promoted, including the use of permissive ways, pocket parks and walks through the countryside

· High speed Broadband (or however this may be defined in the future)

· Housing space, gardens and parking

RESOLVED

that the contents of the report be noted and the response to the consultation as detailed in Appendix 2 of the report be agreed, taking into account the comments made at the meeting.

10.PPC.43
KETTERING TOWN CENTRE AREA ACTION PLAN


A report was submitted which updated members on progress following the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan's submission to the Secretary of State.


Discussion was held on progress in relation to bus services, particularly those serving areas of the town centre, such as Oak Tree Court.  It was noted that, after some unexpected delays,  bus stops would be erected in Northampton Road within the next few days.

RESOLVED
that the report be noted.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.12 pm)

Signed …………………………………

Chair

AI
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