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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
Members will recall that at the meeting of this Committee on 14 December 2010, it was agreed that the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (AAP) be Submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination.  The AAP was submitted on 22 December 2010.
2.2
The Planning Inspectorate has appointed Mr Mike Fox to consider the soundness of the AAP.  It has been agreed that the Examination will start at 10am on Tuesday 15 March 2011, the Inspector estimates the Examination should sit for two days.  The venue for the Examination is the Council Chamber at the Municipal Offices.

2.3
Through correspondence, Mr Fox has raised a number of questions through various headline matters.  The matters include: legal compliance; spatial strategy; the economy; housing; transport; the quarters; climate change, infrastructure and cultural environment; and, phasing and delivery.
2.4
Officers have responded to all questions and, at the time of drafting this report, await to hear from the Inspector the matters he wishes to explore in public at Examination.  The Inspector has invited further representation from specific organisations/ individuals who he feels can make a valuable input into the Examination to help ensure a balanced outcome.  As a result three further letters have been submitted to the Inspector and are available on the Council’s website.  Officers have ensured that the issues raised by letter are covered in the Councils response to the Inspector’s questions.
2.6
It is hoped that, if the Inspector finds the AAP sound then a favourable report will be received from the Inspector, to be made public in June 2011.  This would enable the AAP to be adopted by the Council in September 2011.  The Inspector’s report will be binding.
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To update Members on progress following the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan’s submission to the Secretary of State.











