Appendix 2 : Questions

Please Note
Members are reminded that, as stated in paragraph 2.5 of the Committee report, the Issues consultation document ‘Have your say on how our places should be planned’ provides an important opportunity for residents and those not able to attend the earlier “place shaping” events to have their say on the future shaping of the Core Strategy Review.  It is therefore evident that some of the questions posed in the document are aimed at local residents, businesses and community groups and have not been answered for this reason.  
 

In addition, some questions have been grouped where they address a common theme, or to avoid repetition in the Council’s response.
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How could your neighbourhood change for the better?
 

Kettering Borough Council has no observations to make in this instance and would suggest this question would be better answered by members of the public, community groups and representatives.
 

Which parts of towns should be prioritised for change or regeneration? 
 

Kettering Borough Council considers it necessary to direct the majority of growth to those towns already served by an extensive range of facilities, with good transport links and infrastructure.  Primarily, growth for Kettering Borough should be directed towards Kettering, with a secondary focus for growth directed to the smaller market towns of Desborough, Rothwell and Burton Latimer.  It is important that new infrastructure should be delivered alongside growth and that housing development is accompanied by jobs.  
 

Burton Latimer has recently been identified for a significant level of housing growth through the approval of planning permissions on appeal.  Planning applications for housing in Burton Latimer have been difficult to resist therefore, future policy contained within the Core Strategy Review should provide the Council with greater ability to resist proposals that fail to deliver necessary infrastructure and jobs along with housing.  Any additional housing in Burton Latimer should be well connected to Burton Latimer town centre and should not intrude into the Ise Valley to the west of the town.  The Plan should support improvements to the town centre, small-scale employment, and proposals for new recreation facilities including playing fields.
 

As part of the Council’s Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document, Kettering Borough Council has carried out work assessing the aspirations and needs of each village in the Borough and is in the process of establishing which villages are most appropriate for some small scale incidental growth.  Any rural growth should be directed to those villages which are served by public transport and local facilities such as pubs and shops, or where some incidental growth would aid the provision of such facilities.  Kettering Borough Council’s work currently being produced to inform the Site Specific Local Development Document would help to inform the Joint Planning Unit (JPU) about which villages are likely to benefit from and are able to accommodate some small-scale incidental growth.  Kettering Borough Council will continue to work with the JPU in the review of the Joint Core Strategy and ensure work undertaken in the development of Kettering's Development Plan Documents informs and compliments the Core Strategy Review.
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Where are the opportunities for development?
 

Are we right to scale back the housing targets for North Northamptonshire?
 

Would you support additional housing being built in certain areas?
 

Opportunities for planned development exist in Kettering, Rothwell and Desborough in particular.  In Burton Latimer growth should be largely in jobs to meet local needs.  As outlined above, there may be capacity for some incidental growth in villages to meet local needs.
 

Kettering Borough Council consider it essential that in delivering new housing growth, well planned facilities and services are provided for to help in delivering sustainable communities.  Those additional services are vital to the future of this area and can also help to deliver ambitious town centre regeneration priorities.  The recession has slowed housing delivery rates nationally, and Kettering Borough’s rates of growth have declined too.  Although the delivery of housing growth has slowed from previous years, Kettering Borough is still (at 2009/10) delivering housing in accordance with its growth targets.  This will be difficult to maintain throughout the worst of the recession so it is agreed realistic targets should be set to reflect the change in the economy.  It is acknowledged that Kettering Borough is an attractive place to live.  Despite having ambitious housing growth targets, Kettering Borough Council considers itself to be well placed to continue to deliver challenging growth targets.  As such, Kettering Borough Council supports the work undertaken in developing the Statement of Intent, in response to the Government’s request.
 

Additional housing is likely to be supported where it can be demonstrated that it delivers necessary jobs, services and infrastructure.  Additional housing to that already with planning permission in Burton Latimer should be limited.  As stated above, any additional housing in Burton Latimer should be well connected to Burton Latimer town centre and should not intrude into the Ise Valley to the west of the town.

If so, what benefits would you want this to bring to your neighbourhood?
 

If not, what if anything, would make additional housing acceptable?

Kettering Borough Council has no observations to make in this instance and would suggest this question would be better answered by members of the public, community groups and representatives.
Services and Facilities - Page 11
 

What infrastructure is needed in your area?
 

If there is limited money to go around for infrastructure, what are your priorities?
 

Why are these your priorities and do you think they will change over the years covered by the plan?
 

Strengthening the Borough’s town centres is considered an essential requirement of growth.  Kettering town centre’s regeneration is a priority and further growth should contribute to help achieve this objective, in particular through the increased provision of retail and office space, expansion in the range of leisure facilities, a diversified evening economy, and improved public realm and pedestrian environment.  Improvements are also needed to the existing road network and public transport system.
 

The Council would expect investment to be directed in order to facilitate the Councils key ambitions for:

· A better offer for our town centres
· A better education and training offer
· A better employment offer – high grade, higher density jobs
As the larger sustainable urban extensions are delivered, they may bring about a refocusing of the infrastructure requirements and may result in shift in priorities. 
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What sort of jobs are needed in your town or village and where should employment sites be located?
 

Where should warehousing development be allowed and under what conditions?
 

Should the new plan identify key sites for large employment developments that are more than local importance?
 

The JPU is requested to take note of the contents of the following studies endorsed by the Council: the Kettering Borough Employment Land Requirement - July 2008 and Kettering Borough Employment Land Breakdown - September 2008, which breakdown the number and types of jobs currently required within the Borough.  The JPU is asked to take note of the ratio of working age population and jobs available outlined in these papers.
 

Kettering Borough Council’s aim is to diversify the local economy into higher value-added activities that generate wealth and higher paid jobs. This will mean focussing on potential growth such as knowledge-based industries, customer services and precision engineering. This will allow a shift away from the recent reliance on strategic distribution development, although this will continue to remain important to the North Northamptonshire economy.  Existing employers should continue to be valued and catered for within the Borough.

 

A significant proportion of the future employment development within the Borough should continue to be focussed on the growth town of Kettering, at the sustainable urban extension and as part of the major expansion of the town centre, including proposals for the Station Quarter.  This strategy, established by the Core Spatial Strategy, seeks to concentrate resources on a limited number of high quality sites to ensure that major development can be implemented effectively, providing the critical mass to secure the required mix of development, infrastructure and facilities, within a high quality environment.
 

Kettering Borough Council recognise that in order to attract greater numbers of high value jobs to the Borough, a more flexible approach is required that may involve the allocation of several employment sites to promote competition and offer greater opportunity and choice.  The Strategic Employment Land Assessment (SELA) highlights employment sites identified with significant potential for development in Kettering.  These are largely located around junctions 7, 8, 9 and 10 of the A14.  These locations could deliver key strategic employment opportunities for Kettering Borough and North Northamptonshire.  The site at Kettering South (K1) could become particularly attractive if the A509 Isham Bypass is undertaken, which would link in to junction 9 of the A14.  Whilst Cransley Park (K6), at junction 7, is viewed as one of the best employment sites in North Northamptonshire.  Kettering Borough Council recognises the potential for the sites to provide excellent office space and other employment opportunities in a high quality environment, and provide a positive entrance to Kettering.  There may be circumstances where new B8 (warehouse & distribution) land is required where it is a critical enabling factor in the delivery of significant numbers of B1 and/or B2 jobs on a development that would otherwise be unviable.  Any presence of B8 should be carefully integrated within the site layout and designed to a high standard to avoid an over-dominance of ‘big sheds’ littering the main approaches to Kettering.
 

The Core Strategy Review should consider the potential to allocate key sites for knowledge based industries that are conducive to higher value commercial activities, building on the Technology Realm work from 2006 and informed by the site assessments contained within the SELA.  Such developments will be important in the North Northamptonshire objective of diversifying the economy into higher value activities.
 

Permission has been granted for a sustainable urban extension at East Kettering, the proposal contains approximately 14 hectares of employment land, this must be supported in order to aid the delivery of the sustainable urban extension as a whole.  Any further allocations of employment land should not fundamentally undermine the delivery at East Kettering.  Outside of the growth town, modest employment development will be encouraged and in particular in those locations which have high levels of out commuting at present.
 

How can we best meet the needs of local businesses and provide room for them to grow?
 

What practical measures can be taken to ensure that the rural areas are competitive and effective locations for business?
 

Kettering Borough Council has already delivered Chesham House, which has provided incubator units for some smaller local businesses.  Work is currently being undertaken on the Council’s Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD), which will identify the extent of any further requirement for smaller scale business opportunities across the Borough.  This information can be shared with the JPU as soon as it is available.  The Borough Council would be interested in comments made to this consultation from local businesses regarding local need.
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How can we encourage more working from home, community hubs and mobile services so there is less need to travel to the towns for jobs and services?
 

Kettering Borough Council urge that the Core Strategy Review identify those areas/villages which do not have access to high speed broadband, and that it seeks to actively deliver this in all areas across the Borough.
 

Do the countryside and villages need to attract more people to live, work and visit to ensure a prosperous future?
 

What sort of housing and employment growth is needed? 
 

Have village boundaries limited development and what effect has this had on communities – are boundaries necessary at all?
 

As previously highlighted, the Council’s Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document, will identify those villages and settlements most appropriate for some small scale incidental growth.  The JPU is asked to take note of these findings, which will be shared with the JPU at the earliest opportunity.
  
Consultation with the Borough’s Parish Councils has already highlighted local support for defined village boundaries.  Kettering Borough Council therefore believes the approach to village boundaries should be identified within the Site Specific Proposals LDD and not through the Core Strategy Review.
 

Some of the Borough’s villages have produced Village Design Statements or Parish Plans, which have subsequently been endorsed by the Borough Council.  These documents should help inform the Core Strategy Review.
 

Could villages work in clusters to share jobs, services and new housing opportunities – how and where would this work?
 

Some of the smaller villages may benefit from working as clusters to share jobs, services and housing.  Work currently being undertaken in the development of the Site Specific Proposals LDD will inform where this type of clustering would be appropriate. 
 

How should we define ‘organic growth’ – does it mean up to 10% growth in the number of houses every ten years?  What impact would this have?
 

Any percentage increase in the number of dwellings in rural areas must reflect the relative size of the existing settlements.  It is considered that a 10% increase for some of the larger villages within Kettering Borough would not represent incidental growth and could result in significant changes to village boundaries, to the detriment of these villages.  Kettering Borough Council consider it is too onerous to set a figure in this way to apply to all villages.
 

Do you support the development of new villages?  Please say where you think there is an opportunity for this?
 

Despite the success of Mawsley as a new village, Kettering Borough Council does not envisage supporting more new villages within the Borough within the plan period.  Kettering Borough Council is happy to provide information regarding “lessons learnt” and positive modelling for new villages to inform the development of new villages elsewhere.
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What else would you like to see in your town centre and what would make you visit more often, for longer?
 

The Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (AAP), submitted to the Secretary of State for Examination, proposes ambitious targets and visions for the future development and regeneration of Kettering Town Centre.  The AAP encourages a mix of uses including increased retail, a diversified evening economy, increased open space and a high quality public realm.  The Borough Council would ask the JPU to continue to support it in the delivery of the Kettering Town Centre AAP, as well as supporting the retention of Kettering as the principal retail centre for North Northamptonshire.  The Core Strategy Review should also encourage a diversified leisure offer.  
 

For what reasons or products/services do you visit town centres outside North Northamptonshire?
 

The Kettering Town Centre AAP, when adopted will act not only as a policy document to steer future development within the town centre but as a tool to attract future investment to the area.  The Wadcroft site allocation outlined within the AAP provides an opportunity for an anchor department store within the town centre, which would be attractive to modern large-format fashion retailers.  The Restaurant Quarter and the Market Place buildings are set to attract high quality restaurants and the Yards will present an interesting opportunity for niche and independent retail. 
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Where is regeneration needed most in these towns and how can it be achieved? [Smaller market towns not Kettering] 
 

As outlined in the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extension Area Action Plan, Desborough town centre is in urgent need of regeneration, future policies should support the role of Desborough town centre and encourage improvements, in public realm, the retail offer and improving access to car parking, and within the town centre.  Rothwell is largely recognised as a thriving market town, although issues in need of investment include addressing congestion, which occurs within the town centre at peak times.  Any new development must respond well to the historic character of the town.
 

Burton Latimer needs support to ensure that development proposals support a diverse range of shops and services within the town centre.  The Burton Latimer Urban Design Framework provides a positive steer towards areas for regeneration within Burton Latimer. 
 

Should Rushden play a bigger role in the new plan and how will this relate to change at Wellingborough?
 

Should Rushden grow and, if so, in which direction?
 

Kettering Borough Council has no observations to make in this instance.
 

How can market towns be improved as service centres for the surrounding villages?
 

The creation of improved transport networks should link the smaller towns and villages, to achieve this improvements to public transport are required.  Also, the existing retail and job offer within the smaller market towns will encourage visitors and help reduce out-migration from the Borough to the surrounding areas.
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Looking at the bullet point list of actions (page 18 of the document or appendix 3 for your reference), which would you prioritise, and are there any missing?
 

Members are asked to indicate which of the points contained in Appendix 3 should be given greatest priority.
          
Kettering Borough Council suggests that the following is added to the list of actions: 
 

       Better designed and attractive places, spaces and buildings - welcoming people into the area and helping people to feel safer, encouraging them to walk through and spend time within these spaces and places.
       Investment in “green industries” - Kettering Borough Council is in a key position to support, and has already delivered, ‘green industries’ such as the Burton Wold wind farm; its extension; and the Velux Model Home 2020 project at Rothwell.  The Borough Council welcomes green initiatives and green technology including the promotion of solar energy, especially linked to new employment development.
 

 How can your priority actions be taken forward and who needs to be involved?
 

Kettering Borough Council has no additional observations to make in this instance.
 

Should there be a coordinated overall approach, for instance a ‘carbon fund’ paid into by local developers and businesses, to help pay for things like the ‘Rockingham Forest for Life’ project?
 

Although this approach is supported it is recognised that Section 106 Agreement negotiations are becoming increasingly more challenging in light of the current economic situation.  Additional requirements on developers are likely to be met by some opposition and any future approach must allow the planning authority to set their own priorities during these negotiations.  The priorities for Kettering Borough Council are “better jobs, better town centres and better education and training”.  
 

The Council would support any approach which encourages investment in the Ise Valley and other important local green infrastructure, including improving the recreational offer, recognising the Borough's potential as providers of biomass fuels and supporting projects such as the Nene Valley Strategy and Revital-Ise.
 

Which neighbourhoods need more green space, or better links to it?
 

Kettering Borough Open Space SPD and the accompanying PPG17 report highlights categories of green space and areas which are deficient in specific categories.  The Site Specific Proposals LDD will help to identify important links and necessary improvements to the Rights of Way network, green corridors and biodiversity as well as areas for the provision of additional recreation and environmental green space.  
 

What would encourage you to travel by car less?
 

Improved public transport including frequency of services and safer travel, enclosed bus stops, cheaper costs associated with travel; and better sustainable travel links, including an improved Rights of Way network.
Additional comments:
 

Kettering Borough Council would like to draw your attention to the following additional points:
 

New Homes and Population Growth
The Government is considering including provision for gypsies and travellers into the definition of affordable housing as part of the current consultation on the New Homes Bonus. The Government has also factored the provision of travellers sites into the calculation of the amount of funding Councils will receive yearly as part of their share of the New Homes Bonus.
 

It is suggested that the Core Strategy Review (CSS) should provide a strategic framework for guiding the provision of gypsy and traveller pitches within North Northamptonshire. This framework would then provide the direction for Borough Councils in planning accordingly as part of site specific policies.  Within Kettering Borough, there is a concentration of Gypsy and Traveller sites to the north, it is recognised that any further required provision should be directed to the south of the Borough. 
 

Tourism and Leisure Development
This is considered to be a strategic issue that cuts across other thematic areas like transport, green infrastructure, town centres, biodiversity, conservation and archaeology.  We would like to suggest that the Core Strategy Review provides a clear direction for the planning and improvement of tourism and leisure within North Northamptonshire, taking into consideration the opportunities for tourism which already exist (i.e. Nene and Ise Valleys).
 

 

