Appendix 1 - Consultation Questions 

1. Do you agree that the current definitions of “gypsies and travellers” and “travelling showpeople” should be retained in the new policy?
Gypsy and travellers: Persons of nomadic habit of life whatever their race or origin including such persons who on grounds only of their own or their family’s or dependants’ educational or health needs or old age have ceased to travel temporarily or permanently but excluding members of an organised group of travelling showpeople or circus people travelling together as such.
Travelling showpeople:  Members of a group, organised for the purpose of holding fairs, circuses or shows (whether or not travelling together as such).This includes such persons who on the grounds of their own or their family’s or dependants’ more localised pattern of trading, educational or health needs or old age have ceased to travel temporarily or permanently but excludes gypsy and travellers as defined above.
Yes, Kettering Borough Council supports the proposed definition of travellers as it captures travellers with specific land use requirements arising from both their past or current nomadic way of life - just like the current definition.

2. Do you support the proposal to remove specific reference to Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessments in the new policy and instead refer to a “robust evidence base”?
Kettering Borough Council is happy with the term used to describe the type of evidence to be gathered but will advocate for a good practice guide to be produced in time to assist local planning authority officers in gathering evidence “in house” without needing to invest in consultants.
3. Do you agree that where need has been identified; local planning authorities should set targets for the provision of sites in their local planning policies?
Yes
4. Do you think that local planning authorities should plan for “local need in the context of historical demand”?
Yes
5. Do you agree with the proposal to require local planning authorities to plan for a five-year supply of traveller pitches/plots?
Yes, travellers should consequently be required to consult local planning authorities for information on available sites before buying land or settling on land, or risk having their retrospective applications refused.
6. Do you agree that the proposed wording of Policy E (in the draft policy) should be included to ensure consistency with Planning Policy Guidance 2: Green Belts?
Kettering Borough is not affected by green belt policy so this question is not applicable.
7. Do you agree with the general principle of aligning planning policy on traveller sites more closely with that on other forms of housing?
Yes 
8. Do you agree with the new emphasis on local planning authorities consulting with settled communities as well as traveller communities when formulating their plans and determining individual planning applications to help improve relations between the communities?
Yes, however, given the challenges of engaging with the traveller community, this new requirement will be burdensome upon local authorities in terms of both financial and human resource implications, requiring investment in specialist skills to adopt non-conventional methods in engaging with the traveller community.
9. Do you agree with the proposal in the transitional arrangements policy (paragraph 26 in the draft policy) for local planning authorities to “consider favourably” planning applications for the grant of temporary permission if they cannot demonstrate an up-to-date five-year supply of deliverable traveller sites, to ensure consistency with Planning Policy Statement 3: Housing?
Yes, but  the government should as a result be firm in supporting local authorities to refuse planning applications where they do have an up-to-date 5-year land supply in place and where travellers purchase and settle on private land without consulting with the local planning authority.
10. Under the transitional arrangements, do you think that six months is the right time local planning authorities should be given to put in place their five-year land supply before the consequences of not having done so come into force?
No, six months will provide very little time to allow local authorities to identify a five-year land supply.  Kettering Borough Council proposes at least 12 months, this would allow adequate time to deal with the complexities and difficulties surrounding the search for, and assessment of, sites.
11. Do you have any other comments on the transitional arrangements?
No
12. Are there any other ways in which the policy can be made clearer, shorter or more accessible?
The proposals within the draft policy document can be made more accessible, particularly to the gypsy and traveller community, by making it accessible using other multi-media communication methods.
