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2.
Background
2.1
A Stage 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) was produced, and endorsed by Members in 2005 for Kettering Borough Council (KBC) and the Borough Council of Wellingborough (BCW), hereafter referred to as “the Councils” in compliance with Planning Policy Guidance Note 25: Development and Flood Risk (PPG 25). 
2.2 
Following the replacement of PPG25 with PPS25, Councils are now required to prepare a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) in consultation with the Environment Agency, taking into account all sources of flooding including the impacts of climate change.    
2.3 
PPS25 seeks to ensure that Local Planning Authorities review the variation in flood risk across their district and to steer vulnerable development (e.g. housing) towards areas of lowest risk.  Where this cannot be achieved and development is to be permitted in areas that may be subject to some degree of flood risk, the PPS requires  Council’s to demonstrate that there are sustainable mitigation solutions available that will ensure that the risk to property and life is minimized (throughout the lifetime of the development) should flooding occur. 

2.4 
In March 2010, the Council’s commissioned Royal Haskoning to prepare an updated Level 1 SFRA to satisfy the requirements of PPS 25.  The study has been carried out in consultation with the Councils, the Environment Agency, Northamptonshire County Council and Anglian Water.
2.5 
Members will recall that a Level 2 SFRA for Kettering Town Centre (which preceded this Level 1 SFRA) was reported to the Planning Policy Committee in June 2010.  This Level 2 report was prepared to address the high nature of flood risk in parts of the town centre and the potential impact of the development proposed in the Town Centre Area Action Plan.
3.   
SUMMARY OF SFRA FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
3.1 
This Level 1 SFRA allows us to refine our existing information on the Flood Map and determine the variations in flood risk from all sources of flooding across and from our area.  This Level 1 assessment has not uncovered any additional areas of flooding to what we were already aware or have been dealt with through the Level 2 assessment which was prepared in support of the Kettering Town Centre AAP. 
3.2
The revised flood zone maps produced took into consideration potential future development sites within the Borough.  The maps present predicted flood extents under both present-day (with and without defences) and climate change (with defences) scenarios. The result is that majority of potential development sites within the Borough are located in Flood Zone 1.  Flood Zone 1 is the zone with the lowest probability of flooding having less than 0.1% AEP (i.e. 1 in 1000 annual probability of river or sea flooding in any year ignoring the presence of defences). 
3.3
Some future development sites encroach partially in the higher risk flood zones.  Here, a sequential approach should be adopted in order to locate more vulnerable land uses in lesser risk areas (i.e. Flood Zone 1).
3.4 
The report recommends the need to consider preparing a Surface Water Management Plan (SWMP) for Kettering Town Centre.  This report should consider flood risk from existing sewer systems and land surrounding the town; and the additional pressure due to new development and climate change.  The SWMP should consider the potential impacts of climate change and be incorporated with the water cycle strategies.   
3.5 
The text of the SFRA has been circulated with this report as a separate document for your information. The SFRA is also available on the Borough Council's website www.kettering.gov.uk). There are several maps accompanying this text which relate to areas within both Kettering and Wellingborough.  Only two maps have been appended, showing present day flood zones (Figure 8A) and surface water flooding for Kettering (Figure 11).  Copies of the other maps are available on request and a full copy of the document will be available at the Committee. 
4.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
4.1 No consultation is required in preparing the SFRA.  However, the Environment Agency and Anglian water have been involved throughout the production of the SFRA, through agreeing a methodology, to critically reviewing the report and its findings.  The report will however, influence the preparation of planning policies and input into the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Spatial Strategy review.  Community involvement will play a significant part in the development of the Joint Core Strategy, Site Specific Proposals LDD and other Development Plan Documents.

5. 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

5.1 
The updated SFRA is compliant with PPS25 and will serve as part of the evidence base in preparing documents as part of the Local Development Framework.

6.
USE OF RESOURCES
6.1 
The production of the SFRA was met within the existing Planning Policy Budget.

Relevant Background Papers:


· Kettering Town Centre Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, Royal Haskoning - June 2010
· Kettering and Wellingborough Level1 SFRA - Febuary,2011
· Planning Policy Statement 25: Development and Flood Risk - December 2006 (updated March 2010)

· Planning Policy Statement 25 Practice Guide - December 2009


Contact Officer: William Agroh
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To inform Members of the findings of the Kettering and Wellingborough Strategic Flood Risk Assessment and its implications for plan making within the Local Development Framework.





7.      RECOMMENDATION





Members agree that the SFRA is published and used as evidence for future Development Plan Documents and in the assessment of development proposals across the Borough.















