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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
This update is intended to make Members aware of current available monitoring information on development issues for the Borough.  It is worth making it clear that monitoring data isn’t always collected to the same timescales, as such the information reported will in some instances cover different time periods.  However, in all cases data presented will be as up-to-date as possible.  The report will cover a range of development and other areas including housing, employment, retail, environmental quality and infrastructure.  The data will be sourced from the North Northamptonshire Annual Monitoring Report 2010, and information sharing with neighbouring authorities.

Housing

2.2 Kettering Borough’s housing completions for the period April 2010 – March 2011 was 473 dwellings.  This therefore means the total number of housing completions over the last 10 years (2001-2011) total 5,407 dwellings, the average annual build rate being 540 dwellings per annum.  In terms of performance against the Borough’s current housing requirements identified through the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy, the Borough should deliver 5,565 dwellings over the period, this therefore equates to a shortfall of only 158 dwellings.
2.3 Kettering Borough’s annual housing delivery rates were particularly strong in the early period of the Core Spatial Strategy, the Borough performing ahead of its requirement.  However, completions levels have dropped over the last 3 years as a clear result of the impact of the recession.  This decline and continued challenging housing targets leaves the Borough short of its housing requirements for the first time in ten years.  Given the current challenges in the economy, the delivery rates remain encouraging, and the Borough still performs strongly against its neighbouring partner authorities.  Corby has delivered 3,827 dwellings, 2,308 dwellings down on its requirement, and East Northants and Wellingborough Councils have delivered 4,463 and an estimated 2,985 respectively.  The Borough of Wellingborough’s figures are an estimate as it is yet to publish its completions for 2010-11.
2.4 The table below provides completion rates annually for each of the four North Northamptonshire authority areas.
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2.5 A numbers of developments have finished over the last year; some of the larger sites include 51 units at Furnace Lane and 41 units at Dalkeith Place, both at Kettering.  In addition, 37 units at Pioneer Avenue, Burton Latimer and 20 units at Linley Drive, Desborough.  Large development sites nearing completion include Mawsley village and The Grange Phase 1 at Desborough.
2.6 Developments yet to commence on site include:

Higham Road, Burton Latimer (arm)
248 units

Cranford Road
, Burton Latimer (o)

208 units

Hawthorn Road, Burton Latimer (o)

80 units

East Kettering 
(o)



5,500 units

Convent site, Kettering (d)


60 units
Thurston Drive, Kettering (d)


43 units

Tresham Institute, Kettering
(d)

107 units

Harrington Road, Rothwell (o)

104 units

Polwell Lane, Barton Seagrave (arm)
450 units
Rothwell North (o)



700 units (application not determined)
Desborough North (Phase 2) (o)

700 units (application not determined)

(o indicates outline consent and d indicates detailed consent, arm indicates approval of reserved matters)
2.7 The Borough Council is currently working with the Joint Planning Unit in reviewing the area’s Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA).  The result of this work will contribute to the Council’s five-year housing land supply.  The outcome of the study will be reported to Members on completion.
2.8 In the period 2009-10, Kettering Borough saw 160 affordable housing completions, of its 395 total annual dwelling completions.  Kettering Borough’s affordable housing completions figure was higher than any of its neighbouring North Northamptonshire authorities.

2.9 The period 2010-11 again saw Kettering Borough delivering the highest levels of affordable homes across North Northamptonshire.  Kettering Borough delivered 220 new affordable homes, with Corby delivering 103 homes, East Northamptonshire 78 homes, and Wellingborough 138 affordable homes.  Affordable housing delivery across North Northamptonshire over the last 6 years is presented graphically below.
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Employment

2.10 The Core Spatial Strategy identifies Kettering Borough’s net jobs growth requirement for the period 2001-2021 as 16,200 jobs.  Its performance for the period 2001-2009 was 3,937 jobs.  East Northamptonshire also performed well in delivering 3,790 jobs.  However, Corby lost 1,308 jobs and Wellingborough lost 2,390 jobs throughout the period.  The provision of jobs, especially against the increase in homes remains a challenge, one that the review of the Joint Core Strategy and the Borough Council’s Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document will be seeking to influence in policy terms favourably.  The graph below show performance differential graphically and the table shows the current level of employment supply
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2011 Extant Permissions, Allocated Sites and Emerging Options

	
	East Kettering
	KTCAAP
	Cransley Park
	North Kettering (Buccleuch Properties East of A6003 site 10) KET/2007/0052
	North Kettering (Buccleuch Properties East of A6003 Site 8 Area 2a) KET/2007/0148
	North Kettering (Buccleuch Properties East of A6003 Site 9 Area C) KET/2007/0187
	Totals Jobs
	Emerging Options  
	Total Jobs

	B1
	14.1ha (42,400 m2) and other B1 (a) units at District Centre (11,550 m2)

2997 jobs
	38,500 m2 (32,000 m2 at Station Quarter)

2139 jobs
	B1 4,000 m2
222 jobs
	14,670 m2 of offices

815 Jobs
	5,353 m2

297 jobs
	929 m2

52 jobs
	6,522
	RDUEAAP 2ha
	444

	B2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	RDUEAAP 2ha
	229

	B8
	
	
	5,000 m2

57 jobs
	
	
	
	57
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6,579
	
	7,252


Retailing
2.11 Between 2005 and 2010, Kettering town centre’s share of North Northamptonshire retailing has declined from 19.3% to 14.2%.  The Kettering retail parks market share has increased from 2.7% to 7.3%.  Corby town centre is the only centre within the study area to have increased its market share, this however by less than 1%, and takes into account the new Willow Place shopping development. 


[image: image4]
2.12 The market share per town is worth noting, in that although there has been a shift towards retail parks, Kettering’s market share of the North Northamptonshire resident’s comparison goods expenditure remains stable, Kettering’s share having dropped by less than 1% but, still leading by some way neighbouring towns, including Northampton.  The table below shows the split in graph form.
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2.13 To re-enforce the perception of Kettering town centre’s retail strength, at 2008 the Management Horizons (MHE) Index national retail rankings placed the town centre 183rd, Corby and Wellingborough were jointly ranked 399th.  It classed Kettering’s retail offer as that of a fourth-tier “Sub-regional” centre, suggesting a strong national retailer presence serving a wide catchment.  Corby, Wellingborough and Rushden are all classified as sixth-tier “District” level centres.  It is understood that the ranking assessment was completed before the Willow Place development was complete, this should result in an improvement in Corby’s ranking.  The extent of this improvement is unclear as the 2010 Roger Tym & Partners North Northamptonshire Retail Capacity Update indicates only a very small increase in market share at Corby town centre. Kettering is ranked 8th of all the retail centres within its region.
2.14 The Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan was adopted on 6th July 2011.  It provides a strong, clear vision for the town centre and its eight quarters, two of which focus directly on supporting the retail offer.  Your officers are in regular discussions with current and new retailers, restaurant providers and other town centre investors and anticipate continued strengthening in the offer Kettering town centre provides.  Improvements to the public realm in Horsemarket, Market Street and Sheep Street is creating an attractive, high quality environment, and the completion of the new Market Place buildings are raising the profile of the town centre as an all-round destination.
Environmental Quality

2.15 The Building for Life criteria is a government endorsed assessment benchmark developed by CABE to judge housing quality.  Each housing scheme is awarded a score out of 20, schemes categorised as very good score 16+ points; good schemes score 14+; whereas average schemes score 10+.  Kettering Borough was the only North Northamptonshire authority to have achieved good or very good schemes last year however, this year no authority achieved this standard.
2.16 For 2010/11 out of all 220 affordable completions; 51 were built to Code for Sustainable Homes (CSH) 4 (Furnace Lane), 8 were built to CSH 5 (Whiteford Drive) and 117 to CSH Code 3 (French Drive, Jobs Yard, Weavers Medical Centre, Pioneer Avenue).
Infrastructure
2.17 The Core Spatial Strategy requires that new development is supported by the delivery of infrastructure, services and facilities.  Improvements to the A14 were included in the Governments January 2009 announcement on the additional investment in Motorways and Trunk Roads.  Progress has been made with the installation of ramp metering at junctions along the route.  This technology regulates traffic entering the A14, providing an automatic queue warning, signalling and signage system. However, through the Government’s Comprehensive Spending Review announced in October 2010, many national transport schemes have been postponed.  This includes proposals for the A14 widening between junctions 7 and 9 to increase capacity, this scheme has been postponed from 2012 and is now unlikely to commence before 2015.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

No consultation is required in providing this monitoring update however, the data will influence the preparation of planning policies and input into the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.  Community involvement will play a significant part in the development of the Joint Core Strategy, Site Specific Proposals LDD and other Development Plan Documents.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1 Monitoring is an important aspect of evidence-based planning and can be used to determine which of the current policies are achieving the desired objectives and which ones need to be addressed and adjusted to improve performance.  It will also help to develop a baseline and evidence for the direction and preparation of future policies, in the immediate future through the Joint Core Strategy review and the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document.
4.2 The next Annual Monitoring Report will be published in early 2012, providing data for the period 2010/11.
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1 There are no financial/ resource implications raised by this report.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To provide Members with an update on the Borough’s performance in terms of development issues affecting Kettering Borough.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	It is recommended that Members note the contents of this report and that the data should be used in the preparation of future development plan documents.








