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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 The Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD), when adopted, will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework. The document will cover the whole Borough with the exception of issues addressed in the Core Spatial Strategy and the Area Action Plans for Kettering Town Centre and Rothwell & Desborough Urban Extensions.
2.2 This document will allocate land for housing, employment, retail, leisure and community facilities. In addition to this it can contain policies relating to specific areas such as Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer town centres and villages and topics such as design, affordable housing and protection of the open countryside.
2.3 Members will recall that at the meeting of this Committee on 4th October 2011, Members were provided with a series of background papers prepared to support the Site Specific Proposals LDD options consultation. The aim of this report is to provide Members with the content of a further set of background papers, this prior to preparation of the Options consultation document planned for early 2012. Summary details of these background papers are provided below and the full background papers accompany this report as appendices 1 to 6.  
2.4 These background papers are not consultation or allocation documents in themselves and will merely provide the evidence for the development of Options, which will be the subject of public consultation in the next iteration of the Site Specific Proposals LDD.  The Joint Planning Unit is proposing to commence a public consultation in January/ February, your officers will seek to prepare for a consultation to run alongside the Joint Core Strategy on the same broad themes.  These background papers will enable for the preparation for this consultation.
2.5 This report presents to Members a series of background papers, these papers will help shape the approach taken to preparing the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document and influencing the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy.  The papers this report introduces include:
· Employment Allocations
· Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations

· Open Space and Allotments
· Affordable Housing

· Flood Risk

· Re-use and Redevelopment of Rural Buildings and Farm Diversification

Background Paper: Employment Allocations
2.6 This Paper provides a summary of the policy context relating to the allocation of employment land, sets out a methodology for assessing sites and provides an assessment of employment sites.
2.7 The paper only assesses sites which are 5 ha or less. Sites over 5ha will be assessed through the review of the Core Spatial Strategy and allocated in this document.
Background Paper: Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations
2.8 This paper provides a summary of the policy context relating to provision of Gypsy and Traveller accommodation, summarises the evidence base relating to need for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation and sets out options for identifying potential Gypsy and Traveller sites in the Borough. The paper also provides a methodology for assessing potential sites.
2.9 There are four options for identifying potential Gypsy and Traveller sites:

1. To identify additional pitches on existing sites or in close proximity to existing sites. This would provide an intensification of existing provision.
2. To provide new sites away from existing ones. This would provide a more dispersed provision.
3. To identify the ideal site or sites using a search criteria. This would allow the identification of the most sustainable sites.
4. A combination of the options above.
2.10 Following consultation on the options for identifying Gypsy and Traveller sites, sites will be identified and assessed using the proposed assessment methodology. An additional consultation on the potential sites will then take place prior to preparation of the Site Specific Proposals LDD Proposed Submission Plan.

Background Paper: Open Space and Allotments
2.11 This paper provides a summary of the current policy position, reviews existing open space designations and proposes to identify ‘visually and historically important open space’ to replace the Environmentally Important Open Space designation identified in Local Plan Policy 94.

2.12 The paper provides a methodology for identifying ‘visually and historically important open space’ and proposes open spaces within the Borough to be included in this designation.
2.13 The paper then looks at allotment provision across the Borough and those areas where there is an identified need to provide additional facilities. 

Background Paper: Affordable Housing Thresholds and Tenure and Housing Mix
2.14 This paper provides a summary of the current policy position in relation to affordable housing thresholds and tenure and housing mix, summarises the findings of background evidence and the Site Specific Proposals LDD Issues Paper consultation and uses this evidence to identify options for policies on affordable housing thresholds and tenure and housing mix.
Background Paper: Options for Flood Risk and Water Management
2.15 This paper seeks to establish a policy framework to ensure that the significant growth planned in Kettering Borough can be accommodated sustainably in terms of flood risk and water management – i.e. the risk of water related problems, especially flooding, should not be increased through new development. Instead growth should, where possible, bring about measures which improve the water environment and reduce or mitigate existing flood risk. 
2.16 The paper summarises the significant evidence base which has tackled this issue at the local level and presents an option for a policy to draw together this evidence base in the Site Specific Proposals LDD. The policy could map Flood Zones to ensure development is located in the least vulnerable locations, provide locally specific criteria and guidance on Sustainable Drainage Systems (SUDs) and identify opportunities to reduce flood risk and improve the water environment. Such an opportunity is identified on the Slade Brook, which currently presents a significant risk of flooding to much of urban Kettering. The paper proposes the inclusion of a policy to allocate a strategic flood storage reservoir upstream of the railway embankment to the north of Kettering, this is shown to greatly reduce the risk of flooding from the Slade Brook. Areas which would benefit from the reservoir include several development sites allocated for town centre regeneration in the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (AAP).
Background Paper: Options for Re-use and Redevelopment of Rural Buildings and Farm Diversification
2.17 This paper addresses farm diversification and the re-use and redevelopment of rural buildings. It recognises that these are two important issues for the rural areas of the Borough which play a significant part in the Borough’s character, community and economy. The Paper summarises the national policy framework and existing evidence base to identify options for two policies to cover the two issues. 
2.18 An option is proposed to manage proposals for the re-use or redevelopment of existing buildings in the countryside using a criteria based approach to determine a proposal’s acceptability. The option aims to encourage only the most sustainable and appropriate developments. 
2.19 A second option is proposed to include a policy supporting sustainable agricultural or equine diversification. The policy would set out criteria to be applied to proposals for farm diversification to support the ongoing sustainability of agricultural enterprises, whilst at the same time managing the pressures on the rural character and environment.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
The Site Specific Proposals LDD Options consultation is currently scheduled to take place in January/ February 2012 alongside the Joint Core Strategy review. The Options Paper is planned to be presented to this committee in January 2012. The consultation will satisfy the requirements of The Town and Country Planning Regulation 25. It is proposed the consultation will run for six weeks.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1 The Site Specific Proposals LDD will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework. 

5.
USE OF RESOURCES

The consultation proposals contained in this report will be met within the existing Development Services Policy budget.

Background Papers:



Title of Document:



Previous Reports/Minutes:

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Issues Paper

Date: 1st September 2009

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Update on Progress

Date: 31st August 2010

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Background Papers and Consultation Proposals
Date: 4th October 2011
Contact Officer: Julia Baish – Development Officer
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To provide Members with information on a series of background papers which have been prepared to support the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD) consultation on options.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	 It is recommended that Members note the content of the background papers and agree to endorse these as a basis for preparing the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options paper for consultation.








