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2.
INFORMATION
2.1 Northamptonshire County Council has produced a draft transportation plan for consultation.  The transportation plan is the overarching strategy document that sets out the County Council’s strategic aims and goals for transportation.  It is a key delivery mechanism of the Northamptonshire Arc, which Northamptonshire County Council has adopted as its policy.
2.2 When adopted, the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan will replace the interim Third Local Transport Plan of 2011 and provide policies and strategies that reflect expected levels of funding and future demands on the County’s transport network.  The Transportation Plan looks in more detail at the high level outcomes of the Arc and explores the three main transport priorities for the County.  These are:

i. enhancing strategic connections and addressing congestion on the road network

ii. making public transport and cycling more attractive and encouraging and incentivising lower carbon travel

iii. enabling 100% countywide access to superfast broadband

2.3 Instead of the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan being a single document, it will comprise a suite of documents that can be updated as required.  This main document will be followed by a range of additional “daughter” documents that cover topic areas such as a bus strategy; or road freight strategy; and geographic strategies that describe in more detail the plan for transport in Northamptonshire’s main towns.

2.4 Your officers have been working with the County Council to ensure that the approach taken in the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan reflects the key transport infrastructure requirements to facilitate growth in Kettering Borough.  To this end, officers have already influenced this document, through meetings and attendance at a workshop held in Kettering.  
2.5 The draft Plan sets a series of questions to help guide responses, I will cover each of these questions in turn, followed by the Borough Council’s suggested response.

Aim

2.6 The timeframe of the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan runs to the period 2026-31, clearly the plans are better formed for the earlier years than later period.  The overarching aim of the Transportation Plan is Northamptonshire Transportation – ‘Fit for.….Purpose’.  It recognises the transportation plan needs to be both aspirational and realistic at the same time.  The current economic climate leaves transport funding in a more austere period than has been experienced in the last 15-20 years.  The Plan needs to reflect this, but still plan for future growth.  The aim ‘fit for purpose’ - is to create a network that delivers exactly what Northamptonshire needs to be able to function, plus what it needs to be able to grow.
2.7 Question – Do you agree or disagree with the transport aim for Northamptonshire?  And if you disagree, why do you disagree?

KBC response - Kettering Borough Council recognises the economic constraints in which the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan is being developed.  It supports the aspirations of the Plan to create a network that delivers what Northamptonshire needs to function and grow.  The Borough Council is particularly mindful that the aim of the Plan should be to provide deliverable schemes that support local areas, enabling them to function as distinctive settlements, not providing transport infrastructure that encourages travel for travel’s sake.  Kettering Borough Council feels it can not support proposals which provide strategic solutions at the expense of supporting more local travel benefits.  Without a balanced approach providing both local and more strategic transport opportunities, then there is concern that too great an investment will be directed towards strategic solutions alone.
Objectives

2.8 The aim of the Transportation Plan has been broken into six objectives.  The objectives have been specifically chosen to reflect the main impacts that transport can have on the wider community, rather than linked to particular schemes or measures.
1. Fit for…..the future: creating a transport system that supports and encourages growth and plans for the future impacts of growth, whilst successfully providing benefits for the County.

2. Fit for…..the community: creating successful, strong, cohesive and sustainable communities where residents are actively involved in shaping the places where they live.
3. Fit to…..choose: ensuring that the residents of Northamptonshire have the information and the options available to them to be able to choose the best form of transport for each journey that they make.

4. Fit for…..economic growth: creating a transport system that supports economic growth and a thriving local economy and successfully provides for the population and business growth.

5. Fit for…..the environment: to deliver a transport system that minimises and wherever possible reduces the effect of traffic and transport on the built and natural environment.

6. Fit for…..best value: being clear about our priorities for investment and focusing on value for money by prioritising what we spend money on and how it can be beneficial for the County as a whole, and search for alternative sources of funding.

2.9 Question – Do you agree or disagree with the six overarching themes for Northamptonshire?  And if you disagree, why do you disagree?  Please specify which policy you are referring to.
KBC response - Kettering Borough Council supports the six objectives provided by the Transportation Plan.  
Strategic Policies

2.10 The six key objectives are supported by twenty strategic policies.  The strategic policies will inform other strategies and plans to be developed as part of the package making up the Transportation Plan.  The strategic policies are listed at Appendix 1.
2.11 Question – Do you agree or disagree with each of the strategic policies included in the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan?  And if you disagree, can you tell us why?  Please specify which policy you are referring to.
KBC response - The Borough Council agrees with the proposed strategic policies.  Although not specifically mentioned within this part of the document, it is worth the Borough Council indicating to you the key issues it believes the strategic policies should encompass.  Kettering Borough Council’s specific transport policy focus is towards:
Improving access to our town centres – Both authorities have developed and approved the Kettering Town Centre Transport Strategy.  Contained within this document are a series of schemes to enable the town centre to accommodate the Borough’s growth and that identified through the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan.  The nature of the proposals are primarily to reduce traffic congestion by improving the highway network into and around the town centre however, it does also identify schemes to improve routes for alternative means of movement including bus, cycling and walking.  (Strategic Policies 3 and 11)
Rail Service Improvements - Kettering Borough Council expects the Transportation Plan to reflect its aspirations and the progress being made in securing an improved passenger rail service to and from Kettering Railway Station.  In addition, the Borough Council supports the drive for electrification of the Midland Mainline north of Bedford, through North Northamptonshire, and onto Sheffield.  (Strategic Policies 6, 14 and 15)
Improvements to the Strategic Highway Network - In terms of strategic highway routes, the Borough Council is pleased at the recent announcement on improvements to the A14 between junction 7-9.  However, it would appreciate Northamptonshire County Council being mindful of continued work to bring about improvements between junctions 4 and 10(10A) of the route.  Northamptonshire County Council’s continued input into progressing these important strategic routes for the benefit of local people and the economy would be appreciated.  (Strategic Policies 6, 14 and 15)
Cycle Routes - Finally, Kettering Borough Council has an approved Cycling Strategy and Master Plan which sets out priorities for works and initiatives to be undertaken.  Its aim is to bring about improvements to existing routes and the creation of new routes to make the Borough more attractive to, and safer for cyclists.  (Strategic Policies 2, 11, 16)
2.12 Question – Are there any new policies you would introduce?
KBC response – None outside of the issues discussed above.

Daughter Documents

2.13 The overarching strategic document the subject of this consultation is the first of a series of documents which will form the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan.  The suite of documents will include strategies or plans covering a range of transport themes, together with detailed geographic strategies or plans for the County’s main towns.  No timetable has been provided at this stage for delivering the daughter documents but it is anticipated one will be agreed ahead of the Plan’s approval.  The themes covered will be:
· Air Quality

· Bus

· Cycling

· Development Management Policies

· Highway Asset Management

· Highway Improvement

· Highway Network Management

· Parking

· Rail

· Road Freight

· Road Safety

· Smarter Travel Choices

· Walking

· Brackley

· Corby

· Daventry

· Kettering

· Northampton

· Towcester

· Wellingborough

2.14 Question – Do you agree or disagree with the list of daughter documents that will be produced as part of the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan?
KBC response - The themes for the suite of daughter documents are supported, as is the flexibility this approach provides in being able to review individual parts of the Plan.  It is considered important that the daughter documents are pulled together through the central Northamptonshire Transportation Plan and that where possible, these daughter documents relate to each other to re-enforce the Plan’s central messages and proposals the documents should be developed in close partnership with stakeholders, including Borough and District Councils, and to fit with their town centre planning and regeneration policies.

Spend Programme

2.15 In addition to the transport strategy and policies, an implementation plan is included to show how capital and revenue funding will be used to deliver the projects and proposals contained in the Transportation Plan.  Most funding streams are short-term, this section therefore focuses on the spending plans for 2012/13, it is intended that future updates will take a longer-term perspective where possible.  The 2012/13 spend programme is set out at Appendix 2.
2.16 The Transportation Plan also sets out future capital allocations for the period to 2017/18, in the table below.  Since the publication of the Draft Transportation Plan, the Department for Transport has announced that funding has been agreed for the A43 Corby Link Road.  The County Council will agree its financial commitment for the scheme in March.

	Scheme Name 
	2012/13 
Allocation 
£k 
	2013/14 Allocation £k 
	2014/15 Allocation £k 
	2015/16 Allocation £k 
	2016/17 Allocation £k 
	2017/18 Allocation £k 

	A509 Isham Bypass 
	50
	50
	250
	400
	500
	0

	A43 Corby Link Road* 
	15,942
	16,023
	2,858
	1,763
	0
	0

	Other Section 106 Funding 
	1,980
	4,628
	1,875
	3,210
	2,110
	2,010

	Smartcards 
	45
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	A428 Crick Landscape Maintenance 
	14
	4
	7
	11
	22
	44


· figures allocated for Corby Link Road were dependant on the Secretary of State’s decision on funding announced towards the end of 2011.
2.17 Question – Do you agree or disagree with the spend programme included within the Plan?

KBC response - Northamptonshire County Council’s continued commitment to the Corby Link Road and Isham Bypass is supported, particularly with regard to the urgency over the Corby Link Road and the benefit it will bring to improving the area’s economic base, and the benefits for the residents of Geddington through reduced traffic.
Clearly, the anticipated funding under the heading “Other Section 106 Funding” will contribute to schemes specific to the development for which they are obtained.  It may be helpful if this is clarified.
Finally, Kettering Borough Council wishes to congratulate the County Council on its success in securing Department for Transport funding totalling £21,169 million towards delivering the A43 Corby Link Road.

Other Policies

2.18 The appendix to the overarching strategy document lists all of the policies contained in the Interim Third Local Transport Plan and the Transport Strategy for Growth.  It explains which of those policies have been superseded by the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan and which are currently saved until they are superseded by a forthcoming thematic strategy or town strategy.
KBC response – No comment
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
Kettering Borough Council is a consultee to the draft Northamptonshire Transportation Plan.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1 Once approved, the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan will form Northamptonshire transport policy and will influence projects and proposals throughout the County.
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1
There are no direct costs as a result of this report however, clearly the policies contained within the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan will influence development policies and the implementation of schemes within Kettering Borough.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To inform Members of the content of the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan: Draft for Consultation; and agree the response of Kettering Borough Council.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	It is recommended that Members note the contents of the report and agree that the comments proposed form the response of Kettering Borough Council to the Draft Northamptonshire Transportation Plan.








