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	1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To update Members with regards to the recent consultation held on the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (LDD) – Options paper.


2.
BACKGROUND

2.1 On 22nd February 2012 a draft of the Site Specific Proposals LDD – Options paper and accompanying Interim Sustainability Appraisal and Habitat Regulations Assessment Scoping Report was presented to Members of the Planning Policy Committee with recommendations to agree the Papers for public consultation and agree the consultation methods proposed.  Subject to some minor alterations and final, Members endorsed the papers for public consultation.
2.2 Public Consultation on the Site Specific Proposals LDD commencement on 7th March 2012.  The consultation included:

· Letters and e-mails to all consultees on the planning consultation database,
· Two general media releases informing people of the consultation and events,
· Information on the front banner of the Council’s website,
· Information packs for Parish Councils, schools, community groups and for Ward Councillors to distribute, including leaflets, posters, details of the consultation and copies of the document,
· Leaflets displayed in libraries and in the mobile library,
· Posters in libraries and notice boards, 
· Display boards in Kettering Library, the Council Offices and 1 Horsemarket, Kettering
· A report and presentation to the combined Kettering Town, A6 Towns and Rural Forums on 5 March 2012,
· A report and presentation to the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP), 
· A presentation and planning exercise with Rothwell Infants and Junior Schools,
· Five events were held, one in each of the Market towns and two in Kettering,

· Officers are due to attend the Kettering Youth Council on 8th May 2012.
2.3 A focused consultation was also carried out to gain the views of the Gypsy and Traveller community on the options for identifying Gypsy and Traveller sites. Officers visited all Gypsy and Traveller sites in the Borough and left leaflets and topic specific questionnaires to be returned to the Council.  So far approximately 7 responses have been received.  In addition letters were sent to agents who had worked on behalf of Gypsy and Travellers submitting planning applications and questionnaires and leaflets were sent to Braybrooke Primary School.

2.4 Initially consultation on the Site Specific Proposals LDD was planned to conclude on 23rd April 2012.  Due to the significant amount of interest in the document and a desire by local groups and Parish Councils to hold public meetings, in order to allow sufficient time for these groups to reflect on local peoples comments and respond to the consultation, the consultation period has been informally extended to 21st May 2012.  The extended time period will also allow officers to meet with the Kettering Youth Council to give a presentation and get feedback with regards to the document. 

2.5 Over 700 local people, Councillors, Parish Councils, statutory consultees and local community groups, registered on the planning consultation database were contacted by post and email, providing them with details of the consultation, a link to the document and/or details of where the document could be viewed as well as information regarding the dates and times of the consultation events.  As indicated above, information was also outlined in two local media releases.  Over 300 people attended the staffed, drop in events mentioned above.
2.6 To date we have received in excess of 1,500 comments from over 400 consultees via our online consultation portal, Limehouse, by email or in writing.  Officers are currently in the process of collating these comments.  All comments will be presented to Members of the Planning Policy Committee with recommendations from Officers on 11th July 2012.  The Committee will decide how to proceed with the next iteration of the document, Pre-Submission.  Once this has been produced it will be presented to Members of the Planning Policy Committee to be endorsed for a further six week public consultation into the ‘soundness’ of the Plan.

2.7 Members are reminded that the Site Specific Proposals LDD needs to be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained within the Core Spatial Strategy.  As Members will be aware, the Core Spatial Strategy is currently under review.  The replacement Joint Core Strategy will provide the strategic policy framework for North Northamptonshire to 2031 and will provide the core principles, vision and objectives for the Site Specific Proposals LDD.  It will therefore be necessary for the Joint Core Strategy Pre-Submission document to be publically consulted upon prior to any further consultation on the Site Specific Proposals LDD – Pre-Submission.  The current timetables for the Site Specific Proposals LDD and the Joint Core Strategy, as presented to Members of the Joint Planning Committee on 26th April are as follows:

	Stage
	Joint Core Strategy
	Site Specific Proposals LDD

	Options consultation
	July to September 2012
	March to May 2012

	Production of the plan
	October to December 2012
	April 2012 to December 2012

	Pre-submission consultation
	January to February 2013 
	February to March 2013 

	Submission to the Secretary of State
	April 2013
	July 2013

	Examination in public 
	April to July 2013
	July to November/ December 2013

	Inspector’s Report 
	November 2013
	February 2014

	Adoption 
	December 2013
	April 2014


2.11
A further update will be provided once Officers have considered all the representations made to the Site Specific Proposals LDD – Options paper.

3.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

3.1 The Site Specific Proposals LDD will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework. 
4. FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

4.1 
There are no specific resource implications relating to this report, however as the Site Specific Proposals LDD develops there may be a requirement for additional work or studies and a further consultation followed by public examination that will have financial or resource implications. It is anticipated that these can be accommodated within the Planning Policy revenue budget.
	6.      RECOMMENDATION

That Members note the initial update from the consultation exercise to date.  



Contact Officer:  Rebecca Collins
