
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 4th April 2012

Present:
Councillor Roberts (Chair)


Councillors Bellamy, Dearing, Freer, Jelley, Malin and Zanger.

Also Present:
Councillors Bayes, Bunday, Don, Lamb, Moreton and Smith
11.EX.101
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Bullock.

11.EX.102
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 14th March 2012 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

11.EX.103
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.
11.EX.104
FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME


The Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 16th April to 31st August 2012 was noted.

(Councillor Freer joined the meeting at 7.15 pm)
11.EX.105
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET 


A report was submitted which:-

· Provided members with a reminder of the Council's medium term financial strategy and associated guiding principles

· Highlighted the success of the Council's financial strategy
· Provided an update of the delivery of efficiency savings for 2011/12 and 2012/13


In discussion, it was noted that a monthly report would be brought to the Executive Committee showing an updated position on savings achieved for 2012/13.
In respect of the £72.9m of HRA debt, there was no guarantee that further debt would not be imposed on the Council in the future because of the way legislation had been written.

RESOLVED
that:-

(i)
the Council's Medium Term Financial Strategy and associated guiding principles be noted;
(ii)
the success of the Council's financial strategy be noted; and

(iii)
the delivery of efficiency savings for 2011/12 and 2012/13 be noted.

11.EX.106
REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT REVIEW PANEL – MEMBERS' ALLOWANCES

A report was submitted which sought the Executive Committee's views on the recommendations of the Independent Review Panel on Members' Allowances.

The draft minutes of the Research and Development Committee were circulated for information.  It was noted that a decision on a new Scheme of Members' Allowances would be made by Council at its meeting on 25th April 2012.


Councillor Lamb addressed the Committee and indicated that the report of the Independent Review Panel was welcomed.  He sought assurances that, should the proposals regarding IT equipment be adopted, members would still receive technical support from the Council.


Councillor Bayes addressed the Committee on Section 5 of the report regarding the Mayor's and Deputy Mayor's Allowances.  He stated that the office of Mayor could be costly and he urged the Committee to recommend to Council that the recommendations of the Panel in respect of Mayoral Allowances be adopted.


Councillor Smith addressed the Committee on members' eligibility for admission to the Local Government Pension Scheme and requested information on how this would be applied in practice.  She also commented on the application of dispensations in respect of Mayoral Allowances.

Councillor Bunday addressed the Committee on the recommendation of the Panel in respect of IT.  He suggested that, should this recommendation be adopted, issues surrounding the use of private IT equipment in the Council building would need to be addressed.  He also stated that he was disappointed that the Panel had not recommended a similar special responsibility allowance for the Chair of the Licensing Committee as that recommended for the Chair of the Planning Committee.


In discussion, members noted that the Panel had recommended that a further review be carried out in two years' time when the effect of the Localism Act 2011 on councillors' workloads was more apparent. Members noted that regulations did allow members' allowances to be pensionable, although this had not been adopted at Kettering Borough Council in the past. The position regarding the Mayor's Allowance needed to be investigated before any mechanism for uplifting in respect of tax payable was adopted.
RECOMMENDED that:-

(i)
Council adopt the Independent Review Panel's recommendations as contained in paragraph 7.5 of the report in full.
11.EX.107
CREMATORIUM REPLACEMENT AND REFURBISHMENT PROGRAMME 


A report was submitted which updated members on the progress made in meeting the Government's mercury abatement requirements and achieving improvements to the service, and which sought approval to award the contract for the works.


The report also sought approval to allocate £76,000 from the Invest to Save budget in order to complete repairs and improvements to the building and car parks.


In discussion, members expressed concern about the high level of traffic at the junction of Gypsy Lane opposite the entrance to the crematorium.  It was noted that this was the responsibility of the Highway Authority. However, the concerns had been noted and would be passed on.
RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the award of a contract to Contractor A as the preferred supplier for cremator and mercury abatement equipment be approved, subject to the completion of due diligence/legal processes; 


(ii)
the sum of £506,549 be agreed for the improvement works to the crematorium; and


(iii)
£76,000 be allocated from the Invest to Save budget to complete the necessary roof repairs and car park works.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.05 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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