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2.
INFORMATION

2.1
The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 establishes Police and Crime Commissioners (PCC), for which elections will be held in November this year. It also requires that the local authorities in each police force area establish and maintain as a joint committee a Police and Crime Panel (PCP) which will come into being from October this year.
2.2
The Panel arrangements must be collectively agreed by all the Local Authorities in the area. If they fail to agree the Secretary of State may impose arrangements on the authorities. The Act requires that  the Northamptonshire, PCP consist of ten  elected representatives, (that is: one  nominated by each of the Borough and District Councils, a County Council appointee and two further elected members from within the county) as well as  two independent lay co-opted persons.
2.3. Local arrangements for the composition of the panel have been led by the County Council, which has agreed to act as the host authority for the Panel. As part of those arrangements, it has been proposed that the two additional places for elected members on the panel will be taken by the County Council and Northampton Borough Council, in such a way as to reflect the overall political balance on all councils within the county. Arrangements for selecting lay members have yet to be concluded.  

2.4. The Panel will have a scrutiny and strategic role, scrutinising the work of the Police and Crime Commissioner. It will for example, be consulted on the local policing plan and variations to the plan, and will have the power to veto the council tax precept proposed by the Commissioner. The attached documents (Appendices 1 and 2) set out its functions in summary, and the local arrangements in full. 
2.5. The Borough Council has also been asked to nominate  a member to the Panel as early as possible. The detailed arrangements and membership of a Panel need to be in place and submitted to the Home Office by July 6th. 

2.6. The Panel is a Joint Committee, and requires formal Council approval. A  report  will be presented to Council at the meeting  on 4th July.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1 The County Council agreed to take the lead on the development process and acting as the host authority for the NPCP. 
3.2 The County Council has focused its consultation on council leaders, and has consisted of the following main activities:
· Individual meetings with council leaders to take initial views about key questions concerning the organisation of the NPCP
· A combined meeting with council leaders to present options arising from individual meetings with a view to obtaining consensus on a preferred approach for the NPCP Panel Arrangements
· A further combined meeting to present draft Panel Arrangements
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The member appointed to the panel will need to liaise with the community safety portfolio holder (if different) and the Borough’s Community Safety partnership, which in turn will have a legal and operational relationship with the Police and Crime Commissioner. 
5.
USE OF RESOURCES

None applicable to the Borough Council. Any expenses incurred by the membership of the Panel are to be met by a Home Office Grant to the host authority. It is unlikely that there will be a separate allowance available to members.

Background Papers:
Home Office Circular of 23rd January 2012

ACPO information sheet (attached) 
NCC report to Council May 2012

:

Title of Document: Police and Crime Panels 

:

Date:    April 13th 2012



Contact Officer:  M Hammond
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform the Executive of the proposed arrangements for the establishment of a Police and Crime Panel for Northamptonshire; 





To recommend to Council to agree the proposed arrangements; and





To nominate a member and substitute member to Council to serve on the Panel as the Council’s representative.  





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	The Executive is asked to recommend to Council to:





agree the establishment of a Police and Crime Panel for Northamptonshire as a joint committee of the borough, district and county councils 





agree the proposed panel arrangements as set in Appendix one and





appoint one member and one substitute member to the Police and Crime Panel  








