
BOROUGH OF KETTERING


POLICY AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held – 14th September 2004 

Present:

Councillor L. Henson (Chair),

Councillors Anderson, Corazzo, C. Groome, Harrison, Hollobone, King and Wiley.

Also Present:
Allen Graham (Deputy Chief Executive)

Martin Hammond (Deputy Chief Executive)

Amy Vickers (Committee Administrator)

04.PI.08
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ted Evans, Don and R Groome, for whom Councillors Corazzo, Harrison and C Groome were acting as substitutes.

04.PI.09
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 29th June 2004 be approved and signed by the Chair.

04.PI.10
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Anderson and L Henson declared a personal interest in item A2 on the agenda (Crime, Disorder and Anti-Social Behaviour Task and Finish Group – Interim Report).

04.PI.11
CRIME, DISORDER AND ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR TASK AND FINISH GROUP – INTERIM REPORT (A2)

An interim report of the Task and Finish Group was submitted to seek the Committees agreement to the recommendations contained within it, with the intention of the task and finish group undertaking further work to produce detailed proposals for adoption by the Council.  The report was based on evidence provided by a wide range of organisations and set out: -

· A description of the nature of the problem

· Examples of work being done

· Recent changes made

· Recommended courses of action

The task and finish group considered and agreed an approach to the creation of Police Community Support Officers, made recommendations to the Executive Committee and have successfully contributed to 6 PCSOs being deployed in the Borough, with a further two to be introduced in the year 2004/05. It was noted that a review of the effectiveness of the introduction and operation of the PCSOs would take place in the late autumn, but evidence had already been taken from one PCSO after the first few weeks on the beat.  The task and finish group felt that the major problem area concerning the PCSOs is that hey did not have the same level of authorisation as traffic wardens and this currently prevents them from issuing tickets.

Members commented that: - 

· the out of hour’s reception at Kettering Police Station should be made a priority either in partnership with the Borough Council or by re-opening the current police facility

· a target of 100% adoption of the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme should be pursued; if run properly and effectively it contributes to making people in the Borough feel safer.

· the task and finish group should consider priority areas for the of on street drinking bans; 

· the task and finish group should consider at the consultation document produced by the County Council regarding school terms and in respect of anti-social behaviour during school holidays;

· police priority areas needed to be publicised in the correct way so as not to portray a bad image of Kettering

Members of the committee considered the report and commented upon the quality of it, and that of the work of the group to date. They therefore gave their full support to the task and finish group.

04.PI.12
PEOPLE’S PANEL AND CONSULTATION (A3)

A report was submitted which informed members about the rationale behind the People’s Panel and outlined proposals aimed at improving the way findings from consultation activity was used to inform policy-making. In doing so, the report showed how the Panel fits in with the Council’s wider consultation framework, and reinforces the importance of possessing a comprehensive approach to consultation.

It was reported that the People’s Panel would cost in the region of £17000 per annum over the next 3 years. It was also reported that the cost figure could be reduced by charging partners to utilise the Panel.

Members felt that The People’s Panel would be a valuable tool and would help the Council obtain useful data and achieve effective consultation.

Members considered and approved the proposals set out within the report that aimed at improving the way information gathered from consultation was used to inform decision-making.

04.PI.13
WORK PROGRAMME 2004/05 (A1)



An updated copy of the work programme was distributed to members and amendments to it were noted.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.30pm)

Signed__________________________________________

Chair
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