
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 15th February 2012

Present:
Councillor Roberts (Chair)


Councillors Bellamy, Bullock, Jelley, Wiley and Zanger.

Also Present:
Councillors Don, Lamb, Lynch, Tebbutt and West

11.EX.76
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dearing, Malin and Freer.
11.EX.77
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 18th January 2012 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

11.EX.78
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Steve Bellamy declared a personal interest in item 11 on the agenda as a ward councillor and a resident consulted as part of the survey.
11.EX.79
FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME


The Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 15th February to 30th June 2012 was noted.

11.EX.80 
DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES – PUBLIC TOILETS

A report was submitted which provided the Executive Committee with an update on developments in connection with the provision of public conveniences within Kettering Borough.


Councillor Jonathan West addressed the Committee and thanked officers in connection with their work in improving toilet provision.  He urged the Committee to ensure that publicity was carried out and the public were made well aware of the location of community toilet facilities.  He also requested details of timescales for the refurbishment of the Newlands Centre toilets.

In discussion, members agreed that a map showing the location of community toilet facilities should be produced and made widely available for members of the public.  Signage should also be provided and publicity sought through the local press.
RESOLVED
that the findings of the report be noted and endorsed.

11.EX.81
ISE SKATE PARK


A report was submitted which considered the options for the way forward for the Ise Skate Park.


Councillor Shirley Lynch addressed the Committee as Ward Councillor in support of renewing the skate park on the existing site, adding that the facility was very well used by young people in both the Ise Ward and from other neighbouring wards.


Councillor Jonathan West addressed the Committee and also supported renewal of the skate park on the existing site, as provision for young people in the area needed to be maintained.


Two residents – Michelle and Shelby -  and a representative from Northamptonshire Association of Youth Clubs also addressed the Committee in support of retaining a skate park on the existing site.


Members noted that young people who used the skate park regularly organised competitions and had offered to help with any repairs required.

The results of the survey of residents was discussed and it was noted that there had been a 70% response rate with 91 out of 115 households indicating that the Council should be carrying out repairs and replacing some of the ramps in the skate park.  It was noted that ten complaints had been received in the last twelve months regarding noise nuisance from the skate park, but that these were all from the same person.


The police had requested that the Council consider extending the opening hours in the summer months as the skate park represented a place for young people to gather socially in a safe environment.  Members noted that a community development opportunity existed, should the skate park be retained.


Members discussed the possibility of using £30,000 of S106 funding towards renewal of the skate park.  This funding was available for the provision of a new play facility in the area and could only be used for this purpose.  However it was noted that the money needed to be spent by 2nd July 2012.  As the total cost of renewal of the facility was likely to be between £50,000 and £80,000, the remainder of the cost would need to be obtained from external funding organisations.

Members thanked the young people and speakers who had attended the meeting for their input.

RESOLVED
that 

(i)
a Skate Park continue to be provided; and


(ii)
the Skate Park be renewed on its existing site, utilising S106 monies available for the provision of a new play facility and other sources of external funding wherever possible.
11.EX.82
HIGHWAY VERGE MAINTENANCE


A report was submitted which sought approval for a continuation of the temporary arrangements agreed in April 2011 in respect of verge maintenance.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
last year's arrangement with respect to verge cutting be repeated in 2012, pending the outcome of discussions with the County Council and others about future standards and the associated payment regime; and


(ii)
this service should continue to be provided in line with the Council's budget strategy, which states: "it shall not substitute itself as the provider/funder of services where another public provider cuts such a service."
11.EX.83
PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING RENEWAL STRATEGY 2012‑2015


A report was submitted which sought approval of the draft Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy 2012-2015 attached to the report and agreement to the changes to the Private Sector Housing Grants Policy adopted in 2011.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy be adopted; and

(ii)
the Private Sector Housing Grants Policy be revised to allow adaptation requests from housing association tenants to be fast tracked when their landlord agrees to cover fifty per cent of the Disabled Facilities Grant required to fund the adaptations.

11.EX.84
BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 2012/13 AND PREPARING FOR THE MEDIUM TERM

A report was submitted which reported back comments that had been submitted during the budget consultation period (to date) to enable the Executive to:-

(a)
reconsider the main budget issues and drivers and consider their impact on the medium term


(b)
make budget recommendations to full Council for consideration on Thursday, 23rd February 2012 in relation to General Fund, Capital Programme and HRA – in particular the level of Council tax to be charged for 2012/13.  When soing so, members had a statutory duty to consider the medium term projections, issues and any associated risks.

(c) 
formally approve the level of Council house rents that would be charged for 2012/13.


The report was supplemented by a presentation given by the Acting Head of Finance and the Deputy Chief Executive.


Debate was held on the significant rise proposed in Council house rents, but it was noted that a high proportion of the Council's tenants were in receipt of housing benefit.  Additionally formulae were in existence that governed Council house rent increases to achieve rent convergence by 2015.


The Leader of the Council reminded the Committee that a 0% increase in Council Tax would also be supported by no front line cuts and no reduction in spending on the third sector.


Officers were thanked in connection with their work on maintaining a durable budget throughout the year.
RESOLVED that


(i)
the Executive: -
a)
Receives the comments received from the consultation process to date as detailed at Appendix A of the report;

b) 
Approves that the average weekly council house rent be increased by 7.93% to £71.97 (on a 52 week year) for 2012/13 (effective from 2nd April 2012);
(ii)
the Executive recommends to Council: -
c)
the Revised General Fund Budget (2011/12) and Draft General Fund Budget for (2012/13) as detailed at Appendix A Section 1*;
d)
The following Council Tax levels for 2012/13 in relation to Kettering Borough Council;

	Band
	A
	B*
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	Annual
	£136.93
	£159.75
	£182.57
	£205.39
	£251.03
	£296.67
	£342.32
	£410.78

	Weekly
	£2.63
	£3.07
	£3.51
	£3.95
	£4.83
	£5.70
	£6.58
	£7.90

	Increase per week (pence)
	0p
	0p
	0p
	0p
	0p
	0p
	0p
	0p

	Increase
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%
	0.00%

	* Represents the average level of the household bill within the District 


e)
The Capital Programme (2011 - 2017) as detailed at Appendix A Section 2*;
f)
The Housing Revenue Account Estimates for 2012/13 as detailed at Appendix A Section 3*.


*Please note that these references to Appendix A refer to the Draft Budget Booklet 2012/13 that was circulated as Appendix A to the January Budget report to the Executive Committee on 18th January 2012.

11.EX.85
TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2012/2013


A report was submitted which reported the Treasury Management Strategy for 2012/13 for approval.
RESOLVED
that

(i)
the Treasury Management Policy Statement as detailed in Appendix A be approved; 

(ii)
the Annual Treasury Management Strategy as detailed in Appendix B be approved;

(iii) 
the approach to financing the housing debt (as outlined in table 1 to the report) be endorsed.

11.EX.86
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

11.EX.87
DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES: MARKETS


A report was submitted which considered the long term management arrangements for the Kettering and Desborough Markets.


Councillor Maggie Don addressed the Committee on the subject of the costs of hiring market stalls, which was prohibitive to local organisations.  She suggested that investment by the Council should be considered, should the markets be managed in-house by the Council.

In discussion, members indicated their agreement to the identification of an additional staffing resource, should the market be managed in-house, covering the various marketing and day to day management roles required .

RESOLVED
that:-

(i)
the Kettering and Desborough street markets continue to be managed in-house; and
(ii)
the Council arranges a regular programme of events and speciality markets and develops collaborations with other parties to develop the markets and add variety and vitality to town centres.
11.EX.88
GYPSY/TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROVISION


A report was submitted which provided members with an update on Gypsy Traveller accommodation provision within the Borough and considered whether to acquire land from the Highways Agency for gypsy traveller accommodation.  The report also sought to consider the use of council owned land for gypsy traveller pitches in order to meet the present and future needs of the Gypsy Traveller community.


During debate members considered all the options presented in the report.  It was noted that the delivery of additional sites would greatly assist in meeting the need identified in the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment.
RESOLVED
that:-

(i)
the latest position regarding the provision of seven gypsy traveller pitches at the land on Stoke Albany Road, Desborough, be noted; and

(ii)
having considered the options laid out in the report, members indicated they wish to develop Options 1 and 4, in combination, as set out in the report.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.15  pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)

AI

Executive Committee No. 

15.2.12


