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2. INFORMATION
2.1
At the meeting of this Committee held on 19th October 2011, members supported the proposals of the BCE in respect of changes to the Kettering Parliamentary Constituency to be introduced at the next Parliamentary General Election. These proposals were that the Kettering Constituency would be constituted as follows :
· All the wards of the Borough of Kettering

· The Finedon Ward of the Borough Council of Wellingborough (comprising the Parish of Finedon)

· The North Ward of the Borough Council of Wellingborough (comprising the Parishes of Hardwick, Little Harrowden, Great Harrowden, Isham and Orlingbury). 

Further notifications of support for these proposals were also submitted to BCE by Philip Hollobone, the Member of Parliament for the Kettering Constituency, and by the Acting Returning Officer on behalf of the Council’s election practitioners.

2.2  The consultation relating to this part of the BCE’s process ended on 5th  December 2012. Consequently, on 6th March 2012, the BCE published all the comments on its proposals. There is now opportunity for comments to be submitted to BCE by 3rd April 2012 on the responses received, and members may wish to consider if they should submit their observations to the Commission on any of those submitted by 5th December 2012.
2.3  There are comparatively few comments by individuals and non-political organisations on the proposals for Kettering. However, members may wish to focus on those made by Political Groups when formulating their views. To assist with this, a summary of comments in relation to the constituency submitted by Political Associations is attached at Appendix ‘ D ‘.
3.      CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1 The Council is a consultee in respect of this matter, and holds documentation to assist members of the public and interested organisations to respond to the BCE.

3.2 The BCE are asking consultees for views structured around the following questions :

· Do you agree in full, in part or not at all with the initial proposals?

· Which parts of the proposals do you agree with/disagree with?

· What are your alternatives for areas you disagree with that meet the statutory rules that govern the process?

3.3 Although the BCE are asking for responses on a regional basis, it is presumed that most respondents will wish to feedback in respect of their own particular area firstly and then secondly in respect of the East Midlands.
3. POLICY IMPLICATIONS
Changes to the Parliamentary Constituency could impact on the Council in terms of representation of the Kettering Borough area in Parliament being diluted by an increase in .the size of the constituency that means that part of another local government area would also fall within the constituency area.
4. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
See 4 above
5. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

None anticipated.
6. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
See 4 above
7. RECOMMENDATION
Members consider a response to be submitted to BCE in relation to the comments of Political Groups as shown in Appendix ‘ D‘
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PURPOSE OF REPORT


To formulate a response to the consultation relating to the Boundary Commission for England’s (BCE) proposals on the review of Parliamentary Constituencies in the United Kingdom with regard to comments from other individuals and organisations in respect of the BCE’s original proposals














