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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
Work regarding animal welfare within Kettering Borough Council is lead by colleagues within the Environmental Health Service, and includes work undertaken by our Environmental Wardens, Environmental Protection and Health Protection Teams.

2.2
There are a number of key service areas delivered by the Teams

· Stray Dog Services – Kettering Borough Council provides stray dog services between 8am and midnight seven days a week, with some minor adjustments made for bank holidays and Christmas closures. The service will collect stray dogs and make every effort to return them to their owners. Where this is not possible dogs will be kennelled for seven days before being rehomed. All dogs handled by Kettering Borough Council are assessed by Environmental Wardens trained in animal welfare, and where necessary are inspected by one of the local veterinary practices.

During 2011, Kettering Borough Council Environmental Wardens responded to 313 requests from members of the public requesting the collection of stray dogs. These calls, some of which related solely to sightings of stray dogs, resulted in the collection of 192 strays.

Through the work of the Environmental Wardens 85 of these stray dogs were returned directly to their owners, whilst 106 were transferred to Forest Lodge Kennels and were then returned to their owners or rehomed. Of the 106 stray dogs transferred to Forest Lodge, 10 were euthanized based on assessments of serious health or behavioural issues.

· Dog Control Orders – The Council has dog control orders in place to ensure that all instances of dog fouling are cleaned up, and that where officers consider dogs to be out of control owners are required to put them on a short lead. Further dog control orders are planned later in 2012 that will require dogs to be kept on leads at all times within defined areas, likely to include highways, cemetery and crematorium grounds, some defined parks and open spaces such as Manor Gardens; these will be subject to consultation.
Complaints regarding dog fouling have remained at around 200 per annum for the last three calendar years, all these are responded to by the Council’s Environmental Wardens who provide increased patrols and monitoring, as well as education activities. Where necessary, and if possible, fixed penalty notices are served; 4 notices were served during 2011, with a further 2 being served to date in 2012.

· County Animal Welfare Officers Group - Kettering Borough Council is a member of and attends regular meetings of the County Animal Welfare Officers Group. This group includes the RSPCA and Northamptonshire Police as core members, and is established to share best practice and intelligence between the members.

· Animal Licensing Functions – the Council issues, and monitors licences issued under a variety of licensing regimes, including animal boarding establishments, pet shops. These licensing regimes are supported by conditions supporting the promotion of animal welfare.
· Enforcement Activities – the Council works alongside Northamptonshire Police and the RSPCA in providing enforcement services around animal welfare relates matters. However, many of the reported issues are made problematic by the nature of the legislation:-
· Dog on Dog Injury – this is covered by the Dogs Act 1871 and is a civil matter between the owners of the two dogs. Kettering Borough Council provided advice and guidance regarding this matter, and where evidence can be obtained will support action by the owner of the injured dogs.
· Dog on Person Injury – this is covered by the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 enforced by Northamptonshire Police

· Prescribed Dangerous Dogs - this is covered by the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 enforced by Northamptonshire Police

The Council has recently dealt with an incidence of illegal grazing of horses on Desborough Greenspace. Following informal action and warning letters to the owner of the horses by Environmental Health and Community Services, no improvement was gained. Bailiff Services were engaged, and within 48 hours of the bailiff warning notices being served the horses were removed from the Council’s land.

3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
The Councils stray dog services have been recognised though the RSPCA Animal Welfare Footprint Awards, achieving the Gold Footprint in 2010, and 2011. The Award recognises stray dog services that have mechanisms and policies embedding dog welfare, responsible dog ownership, and staff training of their care.

4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1
There are no policy implications.
4.2
Members may wish to be aware that the Council has a policy on not allowing circuses with performing animals to hire Council land. This Council policy predates current activity by the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) regarding the introduction of primary legislation introduce a licensing scheme of travelling circuses using performing wild animals, in advance of a full ban on this activity. (Source: Defra press release 1st March 2012)

5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1
The animal welfare services are managed within the existing Environmental Health teams. All services are intelligence led and responsive to requests for service from local residents, complaints, and information sharing between enforcement agencies.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To inform members of Research & Development Committee of the work undertaken by Kettering Borough Council regarding animal welfare





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That this report is noted








