BOROUGH OF KETTERING

TENANTS’ FORUM

Meeting held – 9th February 2012
Present:
Councillors Zanger (Chair), Watts, Henson, Derbyshire
Tenant Representatives:
Colin Medlycott 
Martyn Lund (Highfield Road)

Lynne Lund  (Highfield Road)

Gordon Grummett (Silver Service Forum)

Josephine Copson (Alfred Street)

Sandra Nash 
Trevor Nash (Counties)

Barry Woodcock (Avondale)

Stephen Panther (Sackville Street)

Louisa Woodward (Rothwell) 
Annette Wildes (Harrington)

Lorrain Dams (Barton Seagrave)

Sam Winchester 
Neil Bradley (Cranford) 

Colin Rowe (Desborough)
Grahame Holman (Highfields)
Brian Kimpton (Counties)

Jim French (Desborough)

Lee Collins (Dahlia Road)

Also Present:
John Conway (Head of Housing)

Leona Mantle (Housing)

Linda Nash (Housing)

Mark Dickenson (Finance)

Pearl Nathaniel (Finance)

Cllr Maggie Don (Kettering Borough Council)

Rachel Paling (Committee Administrator)

11.TF.91
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Michael Brown, Brent Woodford, Susan Milne and Moira Brown.
11.TF.92
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None
11.TF.93
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2012 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

11.TF.94
MATTERS ARISING

None
11.TF.95
MATTERS RAISED BY TENANTS' FORUM REPRESENTATIVES

None
11.TF.96
RENT REVIEW 2012/13
A report had been circulated to members containing information on the new financial regime for council housing and sought the views of the Tenants Forum concerning the proposed average rent increase of £5.29 per week (7.93%) for 2012/13.

John Conway and Mark Dickenson also gave a presentation on the Rent Review 2012/13.
It was noted that the new funding system for council housing would be introduced in April 2012.  The benefit of the new system would mean that all rental income would be kept locally and would allow Kettering Borough Council to actively manage assets.  The Council was to take on a debt of £72.9 million and the borrowing would come from the Public Works Loan Board (PWLB). In order to achieve a 1% discount off the borrowing rate, the transaction of the loan would need to be enacted on 28th March 2012.  This discount would save Kettering Borough Council £720,000 each year.
It was explained to the members that the repayments short-term would be broadly the same as under the old system, however, medium to long term would see a benefit.    


It was noted that Welfare Reform was to go through a huge change and the Council would need to consider the effect this would have on tenants.    There was to be a Benefit Supplement included with Connect to explain the changes.
The increase of 7.93% had been recommended by the government and this would keep the Council on target to achieve Rent Convergence by 2015/16.

The increase was to be recommended to the Executive on 15th February 2012.
(The officers and councillors left the Chamber at 7.10pm to allow tenants time to discuss the increase and vote.  They were recalled to the Chamber at 7.20pm)

It was reported that the tenants were prepared to accept the increase but requested that services must stay the same and they would not expect to see a downward trend in these.
RESOLVED
that the members of the Tenants’ Forum unanimously agreed to the 7.93% increase for 2012/13.
11.TF.97
CAPITAL PROGRAMME
A report had been circulated to members containing information on the draft capital programme for 2012/13 and discussed the impact of the new funding regime for the Housing Revenue Account (HRA) on the Council’s plans to invest in its housing stock.
John Conway also gave a presentation on the item.

It was reported that there would be £2.537million of resources for 2012/13 compared to £2.508million in 2011/12.
The priorities were to be as follows:-

· Kitchens & Bathrooms 

· Central Heating systems 

· Disabled Adaptations

· Major works to ‘void’ properties

· Door replacements on Grange Estate and Stamford Road
It was noted that in April the forum would only have the HRA Business Plan as an item on the agenda.

Consideration was to be given to refurbishment of the older properties within the stock as well as potentially re-modelling some of the rooms and looking at making the properties more energy efficient.

It was noted that improvements were still required to the pavements on the Counties Estate by Northamptonshire County Council.  John Conway offered to submit another request to NCC from Kettering Borough Council.
11.TF.98
FEEDBACK FROM TENANTS


Connect

It was reported that the next version would be issued in the last week of March 2012 and would focus on the Welfare Reform.
Tenants’ Overview and Scrutiny Panel

It was reported that a new complaints procedure was to be implemented next year and that training would be given.
11.TF.99
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


It was agreed that the timings of the forum meetings would remain unchanged, starting at 6.30pm and finishing by 8pm. However, an extension to 8.30pm would be given to allow adequate discussion time for specific items when required.
11.TF.100
PRIZE DRAW


Lorrain Dams was the winner of the prize draw.

11.TF.101
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


It was noted that the next meeting would take place on 8th March 2012.

(The meeting started at 6.30 pm and ended at 7.45 pm)

Signed …………………………………………..

Chair

rap
Tenants Forum No. 4
09.02.12

