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Date of Publication: 20th February 2012

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	Date/Time of Meeting
	In attendance
	Also in attendance
	Apologies
	Declarations of Interest

	
	
	
	
	Executive
	Other
	Officers

	15th February 2012

From 7.00 pm to 9.15 pm


	Cllr Russell Roberts

(Leader of the Council) - Chair

Cllr Alison Wiley

(Finance)

Cllr Derek Zanger

(Housing)

Cllr Jonathan Bullock

(Communications and Rural)

Cllr Ian Jelley 

(Environment)

Cllr Steve Bellamy

(Community and Culture)


	Councillor Christopher Lamb

Councillor Shirley Lynch

Councillor Jonathan West

Councillor Mike Tebbutt

Councillor Maggie Don


	Cllr Mary Malin

(Deputy Leader)

Councillor Mark Dearing

(Regeneration)

Councillor Terry Freer

(Planning and Growth)


	Councillor Steve Bellamy – personal interest in item 11 as a ward councillor and resident consulted as part of the survey


	None
	None

	IMPORTANT NOTE

PLEASE NOTE: Decisions will become effective after 5.30 pm on  Monday, 27th February 2012 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.  Urgent items are exempt from call-in.

The minutes of the above meeting, after approval, are available on the Council's website at www.kettering.gov.uk 




	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	MINUTES

	11.EX.76

	-
	3
	

	RESOLVED
	The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 18th January 2012 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair




	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME

	11.EX.77

	-
	9
	

	RESOLVED
	the Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 15th February 2012 to 30th June 2012 be noted.




	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES: PUBLIC TOILETS

	11.EX.78

	A11/003
	10
	

	SPEAKER
	Councillor Jonathan West



	RESOLVED
	that the findings of the report be noted and endorsed.



	REASONS
	To increase the number of toilets available to the public  from five to eight with ongoing discussion to further increase the number.

To provide better facilities.
To provide a better geographical coverage.
To reduce costs and increase service provision.


	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	Alternative options for toilet provision were considered by the Research and Development Committee on 1st June 2011


	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ISE SKATE PARK

	11.EX.79

	A11/032
	11
	

	SPEAKERS
	Councillor Shirley Lynch

Councillor Jonathan West

Michelle

Shelby

A representative of Northamptonshire Association of Youth Clubs



	RESOLVED
	that:-

(i) 
a Skate Park continue to be provided; and

(ii) 
the Skate Park be renewed on its existing site, utilising S106 monies available for the provision of a new play facility and other sources of external funding wherever possible.



	REASONS
	Investment in facilities for young people contributes to the prevention of crime and diverts people from anti social behaviour.

Participation in play, sport and leisure improves health and helps reduce obesity, and provides opportunities fro personal development. .

This option makes best use of external funds from S106 agreements. 



	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	To decommission the Skate Park and consider a new site.


	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	HIGHWAY VERGE MAINTENANCE

	11.EX.80

	A11/030
	12
	

	RESOLVED
	that:

(i)
last year's arrangement with respect to verge cutting be repeated in 2012, pending the outcome of discussions with the County Council and others about future standards and the associated payment regime; and

(ii)
this service should continue to be provided in line with the Council's budget strategy, which states: "it shall not substitute itself as the provider/funder of services where another public provider cuts such a service."


	REASONS
	To continue to provide the service in line with the Council's budget strategy.

It was felt that an agreement could be reached during 2012 about verge cutting standards and the funds they attract from Northamptonshire County Council on a more permanent basis.



	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	None.


	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING RENEWAL STRATEGY 2012-2015

	11.EX.81

	A11/016
	13
	

	RESOLVED
	that:-

(i)
the Private Sector Housing Renewal Strategy be adopted; and

(ii)
the Private Sector Housing Grants Policy be revised to allow adaptation requests from housing association tenants to be fast tracked when their landlord agrees to cover fifty per cent of the Disabled Facilities Grant required to fund the adaptations.



	REASONS
	The Council faces significant financial challenges in meeting the needs of private sector residents in future years. The reduction in Government funding will severely constrain work in areas such as empty homes and on sub-standards properties.  In addition, funds for the installation of disabled adaptations in privately owned homes are insufficient to meet both current and future demand.

To ensure decent, safe and healthy homes in the private sector – helping to ensure that housing in the private sector is safe and fit for purpose.

To support a thriving private rented sector – helping the private rented sector to make up the shortfall in the supply of affordable homes from housing associations.

To unlock the potential of empty homes – helping to bring empty homes back into use.

To enable people with disabilities to retain their independence – helping elderly and disabled people to live in homes that meet their needs.



	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	None.


	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR 2012/13 AND PREPARING FOR THE MEDIUM TERM

	11.EX.82

	A11/002
	14
	

	RESOLVED


	that:-

(i)
the Executive: -

a)
Receives the comments received from the consultation process to date as detailed at Appendix A of the report;

b) 
Approves that the average weekly council house rent be increased by 7.93% to £71.97 (on a 52 week year) for 2012/13 (effective from 2nd April 2012);


(ii)
the Executive recommends to Council: -

a) the Revised General Fund Budget (2011/12) and Draft General Fund Budget for (2012/13) as detailed at Appendix A Section 1*;

b) The following Council Tax levels for 2012/13 in relation to Kettering Borough Council;

Band

A

B*

C

D

E

F

G

H

Annual

£136.93

£159.75

£182.57

£205.39

£251.03

£296.67

£342.32

£410.78

Weekly

£2.63

£3.07

£3.51

£3.95

£4.83

£5.70

£6.58

£7.90

Increase per week (pence)

0p

0p

0p

0p

0p

0p

0p

0p

Increase

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

* Represents the average level of the household bill within the District 

c) The Capital Programme (2011 - 2017) as detailed at Appendix A Section 2*;

d) The Housing Revenue Account Estimates for 2012/13 as detailed at Appendix A Section 3*.


*Please note that these references to Appendix A refer to the Draft Budget Booklet 2012/13 that was circulated as Appendix A to the January Budget report to the Executive Committee on 18th January 2012.



	REASONS
	To approve the level of council house rent increase.
To recommend a budget, capital programme, housing revenue account estimates and council tax level to Council



	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	None


	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2012/2013

	11.EX.83

	A11/028
	15
	

	RESOLVED


	that:-

(i)
the Treasury Management Policy Statement as detailed in Appendix A be approved; 

(ii)
the Annual Treasury Management Strategy as detailed in Appendix B be approved;

(iii) 
the approach to financing the housing debt (as outlined in table 1 to the report) be endorsed.



	REASONS
	The Treasury Management Policy Statement is a high level document, which defines the Council's policies and objectives of its Treasury Management activities.

To comply with the requirements of best practice, the Treasury Management Strategy is reported to members in advance of the forthcoming financial year.

The Executive Committee is responsible for approving the Treasury Management Policy and Strategy.



	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	None.


	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED)

	11.EX.84
	-
	-
	

	RESOLVED
	that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)




	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES: MARKETS

(This item was considered in private as it contained information relating to the financial and business affairs of an individual, including the authority holding the information)

	11.EX.85

	A11/036
	16
	

	SPEAKER
	Councillor Maggie Don



	RESOLVED


	that:-

(i)
the Kettering and Desborough street markets continue to be managed in-house; and

(ii)
the Council arranges a regular programme of events and speciality markets and develops collaborations with other parties to develop the markets and add variety and vitality to town centres.



	REASONS
	A vibrant and varied market offer, with events markets as a regular feature of the town centre, would help fulfil the wider vision for the town centre – characterful, distinctive and fun.

A market which enabled and supported new business start ups and provided experience in running a business would support the local economy.

Events markets which tied into other initiatives in the Borough would be mutually beneficial to both the town centre and those events.

	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	To put the markets out to tender.


	Minute No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	GYPSY/TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROVISION

(This item was considered in private as it contained information which was likely to reveal the identity of an individual)

	11.EX.86

	A11/035
	17
	

	RESOLVED


	that:-

(i)
the latest position regarding the provision of seven gypsy traveller pitches at the land on Stoke Albany Road, Desborough, be noted; and

(ii)
having considered the options laid out in the report, members indicated they wish to develop Options 1 and 4, in combination, as set out in the report.



	REASONS
	The delivery of additional sites would greatly assist to meet the need identified in the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment..



	ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
	Alternative options were considered as set out in the option appraisal in paragraph 5.7 of  the report.
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