
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

9th November 2011
Present: 
Councillor Jan Smith (KBC/BLTC) (Chair)

Councillor Allan Matthews (DTC) (Deputy Chair)


Councillor Reg Barby (BSPC)

Councillor Christopher Groome (NCC/BLTC)

Councillor Ruth Groome (KBC/BLTC)



Councillor Ian Jelley (KBC/RTC)


Councillor Maureen Jerram (BLTC)

Councillor Russell Roberts (KBC/BSPC)



Councillor Neil Matthew (RTC)


Councillor Alan Mills (KBC/RTC)


Councillor Alan Pote (NCC/RTC)


Councillor Mike Tebbutt (KBC/DTC)

Councillor Margaret Talbot (KBC – Mayor)


Councillor Roger Knight (BLTC)

 
Councillor David Soans (KBC)


Councillor Derek Zanger (KBC/BLTC)


 

Also Present:
Martin Hammond (Kettering Borough Council)

Sgt Wayne Preece (Northants Police)  


Julia Baish (Kettering Borough Council)

Shaun Johnson (Arson Task Force)


Fiona de Boltz (Street Pastors)

Rachel Paling (Committee Administrator - KBC)

The Chair welcomed the Mayor to the meeting.

11.A6TF.33
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Mark Dearing, David Jones, Christopher Lamb and Fergus MacDonald.
11.A6TF.34
MINUTES
11.A6TF.25    It was noted that the first paragraph on page 4 should read:

“The Forum was informed that as there had been a 10% increase in violence offences in the past 12 months, a study had been commissioned by the Chief Inspector, Max Williams, to cover certain wards in Corby and Kettering in an attempt to reduce this rate to 10%.”
RESOLVED
that subject to this amendment the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7th September 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
11.A6TF.35
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

None
11.A6TF.36
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC PRESENT WHO REQUEST RIGHT TO SPEAK

None
11.A6TF.37
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None
11.A6TF.38
STREET PASTORS

Fiona de Boltz was welcomed to the meeting.


The Street Pastors scheme started in Kettering Town Centre in July 2011.


To be a Street Pastor you had to be a committed Christian and the Police, Churches and Council were required to work together before the initiative can begin.


The Street Pastors go out on a Saturday night between the hours of 11pm-3am in two teams of four.  Flip-flops are given out to females when they have taken their high heels off to avoid them cutting their feet.  Space blankets are given when the weather is very cold and lollipops are given to inebriated people as it can help with their sugar levels as well as diffuse tense verbal situations.

They have digital radios which are linked in with Pubwatch, CCTv and the Police.


The Street Pastors are also there to listen and care and give cards out to help refer people to official organizations that can help with problems such as drugs and alcohol, and those that offer counselling etc.


They also sweep up broken glass and pick up any bottles and cans so they cannot be used as weapons.  Their aim is to bring peace to the streets.


The Initiative has been funded by the Police and Kettering Borough Council.  It costs £200 to be a Street Pastor and they receive 30-40 hours of training.  Sometimes the church will sponsor their volunteers if they cannot afford the cost.


The scheme is now recognised as a charity and therefore can receive Gift Aid.


Councillor Tebbutt reported from the Kettering Town Forum that it had been noted the Street Pastors were having a positive effect in the town centre.


If a Street Pastors scheme was required in the A6 Towns then the following criteria would need to be met :-

· Ask Police if there was a need

· If the councils were prepared to work and support the Street Pastors

· There would need to be four denominations of churches in the town


Fiona de Boltz was thanked for attending the meeting.

11.A6TF.39
POLICE STATISTICS & COMMUNITY SAFETY

Sgt Wayne Preece was welcomed to the meeting.  He outlined the statistics and drew particular attention to the following:

ASB Figures

Burton Latimer was showing a reduction of 14%

Barton Seagrave showed a reduction of 36%


Rothwell was showing an increase of 18%, with Rowdy Behaviour up by 31%


Desborough showed a reduction of 27%, with Rowdy Behaviour showing a decrease of 124 incidents.


Crime Figures

Burton Latimer

Overall figures were showing an increase of 20%.  Violence was up by 54% amounting to 27 crimes.  Theft Handling was up by 38% which was mostly linked to theft of scrap metal, lead and batteries.


Sgt Preece reported that on 27-28th October there had been a multi-agency activity targeted at scrap dealers. There had been a few arrests, some were cautioned and 190kg of BT cable and catalytic converters were recovered.
Barton Seagrave
The overall figures were showing a decrease of 21%.

Rothwell
There was an increase in crimes of 8% with Burglary Other up by 136%.

Desborough
There was a reduction of 73 crimes which showed an overall decrease of 18%.
Operation Pumpkin was put in place for Halloween and Bonfire night to help reduce crime and ASB.
It was reported that there had been ASB complaints made by residents in respect of the bus shelter on the Grange Estate in Desborough.  It was noted that the police were still patrolling the area and working with the developers to try and resolve the problem.
Concerns were raised regarding the safety of cyclists and motorists now that many street lights were turned off.  The Police were aware this was a safety issue for everyone involved and that extra caution should be shown.

In respect of very young children being seen out on their own for Trick or Treating, the Police advised the forum that they had the power to collect the children off the streets and return them home to their parents. 

11.A6TF.40
FIRE SERVICES

Shaun Johnson of the County’s Arson Task Force attended the meeting to present the item.

Following a case review of the death of Mavis Clift of Northampton in 2008, the Arson Task Force now acted as a single point of contact for referrals of victims of arson or had been threatened with arson.  From the referral, the Arson Task Force would attend the victim’s home to carry out a fire protection survey of the property.


It was reported that there had been 400 fire related domestic violent cases in the county this year.


The Arson Task Force support the Fire Services Action, Reaction & Consequences (ARC) programme.  The programme had been running for six years and worked with young people who have been excluded or face exclusion from school.  

The Last Chance Group was a programme set up through HMP Rye Hill.  It worked with young people who were very close to or just entering the Criminal Justice System.  A new programme had been tried out in Wellingborough entitled Real Life, Real Problems, Real People and included a four minute film made with the family of a victim who had been killed in Wellingborough by one punch.  A number of schools had signed up to the programme locally and details were to be circulated.


The Arson Task Force were congratulated on their work and the difference it made to victims and the community. 
( Shaun Johnson and Sgt Wayne Preece left the meeting at 8.05 pm)
11.A6TF.41
SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS LDD

Julia Baish gave a presentation on the background papers in relation to the Site Specific Proposals, the details of which were noted by the Forum members.
(Fiona de Boltz left the meeting at 8.10pm)
11.A6TF.42
PUBLIC TOILETS – Alternative Provisions

It was noted that Brendan Coleman, Head of Environmental Care Services had been in discussion with Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell Town Councils with regards to provision of their toilets.  Desborough and Burton Latimer Town Councillors confirmed they were in support of the plans that had been proposed, and both Rothwell and Burton Latimer Town Councils would be considering their response to the proposal that they contribute to the cost of toilets in the near future. 


A report was due to be submitted to the Research & Development Committee in January 2012.


It was noted that, in Kettering, 5-6 publicly accessible toilets would replace the existing 3 automatic toilets. It was reported that Kettering Borough Council were well advanced in discussions with Kettering Library to make changes to their facilities and the new owners of the Newlands Centre were intending to refurbish their toilet facilities.  

It was noted that new facilities and provisions should also consider the needs for seriously disabled people.

Overall Kettering Borough Council was aiming to enhance and improve toilet facilities within the whole community. 
11.A6TF.43
QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE BEACONS

Information had been supplied to encourage communities to acknowledge the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee by means of a beacon.

11.A6TF.44
LOCALISM BILL

The contents of the paper were noted.

11.A6TF.45
NEWSROUND

Burton Latimer

The Christmas Light Switch on was due to take place on 25th November.  There were plans for a Summer Ball at Wellingborough Golf Club in June 2012.

Rothwell

A Gala night was planned for 2nd December and a Christmas Tree Festival to follow on.

Desborough

Desborough Christmas Gala night was to take place on 25th November and there was also to be a Christmas Tree Festival.

The town was hosting the Charter of European Rural Communities between 24-27th November 2011.


An open air theatre performance was to be arranged for the summer of 2012.


Cllr Roberts reported that the Olympic torch was to come through Kettering and the surrounding area on 2nd July 2012.

11.A6TF.46
TOWN/RURAL FORUM FEEDBACK

None
11.A6TF.47
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

· GP Commissioning 
11.A6TF.48
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.45 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Chair

rap
A6 Towns Forum No. 

(9.11.11)

