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2.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
2.1 On 16th February 2011 the Council’s Executive Committee approved a decision to terminate the contract with JCDecaux who provide five French style leased toilets in Kettering. The decision was based on the toilets being high cost and having a low usage. The lease contract was for toilet provisions at Dalkeith Place, London Road, Wadcroft, Ebenezer Place and Rockingham Road in Kettering.

2.2 The Research and Development Committee were asked to consider options for alternative provision of public toilet facilities.
2.3 On 1st June 2011, the Research and Development Committee:


· Endorsed the earlier decision of the Executive Committee to end the contract for public toilet provision in Kettering
· Agreed that the Council-owned public toilets in Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer should be covered in any wider public convenience review
· Felt that a Task and Finish Group would not be needed to consider the options available for future toilet provision and
· Held the view that proposals to establish a community toilet facility be developed as soon as possible, and that the proposals include the closure of the public toilets in the A6 towns, subject to the community toilet facility scheme becoming operational in those towns before closure of the public toilets
3. TOILET PROVISION UPDATE
3.1 The following sections provide an update regarding toilet provision in the Borough. 


Kettering Town Centre (leased toilets)
3.2 Following the decision at this committee, the contracts with JCDecaux for the five French style leased toilets have been terminated. An agreement has been made with the provider to remove these units between April and May 2012.

3.3 The Council, in conjunction with local businesses, has developed a Community Toilet Scheme (CTS) to enhance the service provision where leased toilets are being removed.

3.4 The Community Toilet Scheme provides stickers for businesses to place in their windows to promote and show that their business participates in the scheme, allowing members of the public to use their toilet facilities.
3.5 Kettering Borough Council and Northamptonshire County Council are improving their toilet facilities at the main council offices and the library. NCC have kindly made their staff toilet facilities at Kettering Library available to the public whilst these improvements are undertaken. In addition, the Newlands shopping centre is also making major improvements to their toilet facilities.

3.6 Officers from the Council are currently in discussions with a number of businesses, including local fast-food establishments and supermarkets, to establish further interest in the scheme. All businesses currently approached, have already expressed support and interest in the scheme and currently all of the businesses have both disabled toilets and baby changing facilities.

3.7 The benefits of introducing the Community Toilet Scheme are summarised below :-
· Increasing the number of toilets available from five to eight with ongoing discussion to further increase the number.

· Providing better facilities.

· Providing greater geographical coverage.
· Reducing costs and increasing service provision.



A6 Towns Toilet Provision (Council owned toilets)
3.8 Whilst considering the Council’s toilet provisions in Kettering, the toilet provisions owned by the Council in Rothwell, Burton Latimer and Desborough are also being reviewed.
Rothwell and Burton Latimer
3.9 Discussions between Council officers and the respective Town Councils in Rothwell and Burton Latimer are progressing well regarding the future of these toilet facilities. A jointly funded model is currently being developed which would see further efficiency savings with the Council working alongside the community to help run the toilets. Initial discussions have proved to be positive.

Desborough, Buckwell Close
3.10 Officers are close to agreeing an insurance settlement following the fire damage caused to the toilet block in Desborough which will result in the demolition of this toilet block.

3.11 When assessing possible alternative provision, consideration needed to be taken with reference to the planning applications submitted for two supermarkets in Desborough, both of which include public toilet facilities. These applications were considered at the Planning Committee on Wednesday 25th January 2012, where planning permission was given for a supermarket on the Lawrences factory site. The toilet provision in Desborough can now be progressed with Desborough Town Council and Kettering Borough Council in conjunction with this decision.
3.12 Desborough Library toilets are currently available for Children’s Centre customers. Kettering Borough Council and Northamptonshire County Council are working with Action for Children (who manage this facility) to improve access to these toilets for the public. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

There are no direct policy implications as a result of this report.

5.
USE OF RESOURCES
None as a result of this report.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To provide the Executive Committee with an update on developments in connection with the provision of public conveniences within Kettering Borough.











6.	RECOMMENDATION





That the Executive Committee notes and endorses the findings of this report.

















