
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

KETTERING TOWN FORUM

Meeting held: 7th November  2011
Present:
Councillors


Councillor Scott Edwards (also NCC) (Chair)

Councillor Linda Adams


Councillor Duncan Bain


Councillor Maurice Bayes


Councillor Steve Bellamy


Councillor David Bishop

Councillor Michael Brown

Councillor Lloyd Bunday


Councillor Paul Corazzo



Councillor Maggie Don
Councillor Terry Freer


Councillor Michelle George


Councillor Jenny Henson
` 
Councillor Shirley Lynch


Councillor Mary Malin

Councillor Ellie Manns

Councillor Paul Marks

Councillor Mike Tebbutt (A6 Towns Forum Representative)

Councillor Keli Watts

Councillor Jonathan West

Representatives of Member Organisations

Sergeant Simon Lloyd (Kettering Police)

Graham Bale (Kettering Private Hire and Taxi Association)


Myra Bale (Kettering Private Hire and Taxi Association – Deputy Chair)

Monica Ozdemir (Civic Society)

Paul Ansell (Civic Society)


Also Present

Graham Soulsby (Kettering Borough Council)

Paul Thomas (Kettering Borough Council)
Rebecca Collins (Kettering Borough Council)

Pia Bellamy (Kettering Borough Council)

Ian White (Forum Administrator)
11.KTF.22
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Hollobone, L. Henson (CC), Parker (CC) and Reverend Dominic Barrington.
11.KTF.23
MINUTES
RESOLVED 
that the minutes of the meeting of Kettering Town Forum held on 5th September 2011 be approved as a correct record.
11.KTF.24
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None
11.KTF.25
PUBLIC SPEAKERS 

Paul Ansell(Civic Society) indicated he wished to speak on items 6 and 7 on the Agenda.

11.KTF.26
REPORTS OF THE FORUMS REPRESENTATIVES ON THE A6 TOWNS FORUM AND THE RURAL FORUM

 Members noted that the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum was being held later in the week, and that a report would be submitted to the next meeting by the Town Forum’s representative.

The meeting of the Rural Forum had been held on 1st November last and Councillor Bishop, as the Town Forum’s representative reported as follows:

· Many of the items on this agenda had been considered by the Rural Forum

· Car crime in Broughton had increased considerably but the perpetrator of most of the crimes had been arrested

· The Forum had received a presentation relating to the Government’s Localism Bill

· The Rural Forum shared  many of this Forum’s concerns in relation to the Draft National Planning Framework

· Meetings of the Rural Forum were now held in the Borough Council’s Chamber which seemed to have had a positive impact on attendance
11.KTF.27
POLICING ISSUES & STATISTICS
Sergeant Simon Lloyd, of the Safer Communities Team for the Kettering town area attended the meeting and presented the report on ward crime statistics and policing issues. Members noted that there was an overall 12% reduction in crime in the area, and that detection rates had increased to 36%, which was the best rate for a long time. Additionally, incidents of anti-social behaviour were down by 24%, which was much higher than the target figure for a reduction of 5%. Details of the initiatives that contributed to this were provided for members.
Paul Ansell from the Civic Society was present at the meeting and asked what contribution did the Police make to education through schools to dilute anti-social and criminal behaviour? In reply, he was informed that the Safer Schools Partnership in particular contributed to this along with other initiatives to engage young people. 
Further to this members questioned Sergeant Lloyd and received responses relating to the following items :
· The situation with regard to drug offences in the Avondale Grange Ward and the impact of ‘Operation Guardian’ on these types of offences being detected 

· The increase of offences of a sexual nature in Pipers Hill Ward and the impact of recording requirements on these figures

· The impact on resources of recent major crime investigations within the town

· The linkages between the major crimes and domestic violence and initiatives such as ‘Operation Nightingale’ which were being designed to  combat this type of offence

· The impact of the reduction in street lighting would become clearer now that the daylight hours were reduced

· Sergeant Lloyd agreed to provide an answer to a members question in respect of planning in deprived areas relating to NEETs

· The positive impact of the ‘Street Pastors’ on the night time economy

· It was noted that the Town Centre Task Force would be providing additional lighting at selected locations in the Town Centre area to encourage patrons of pubs etc in that area to make their way home quietly

Members of the Forum thanked Sergeant Lloyd for his attendance and congratulated the force on the reductions in crime figures reported earlier.

11.KTF.28
SUITE 16 UPDATE
Members received a presentation that updated the Forum in respect of the ongoing regeneration of the Town Centre area, the sale of Newlands Centre, the Town Centre Action Plan and the British Independent Retailers Association report. In their consideration of this item, members of the Forum raised the following issues: -

· The need to keep the newly-paved areas clean and the measures being undertaken to do so

· The impact of the proposed review of car parking charges on the town centre retailers

· The provision of toilets in the town centre and details of plans to improve the current situation

· The need to involve the new owners of the Newlands Centre in the refurbishment of the toilet facilities at that location and seeking the support of existing shop proprietors in the Centre; it was noted that the Council’s Research and Development Committee were in the process of examining the provision, and had been negotiating with the County Council relating to the use of facilities at the public library, and it was also noted that a meeting with the new owners of the Newlands Centre was also due to take place in the near future
· It was noted that the new Restaurant buildings on the Market Place had yet to be occupied, and that new agents had been appointed recently to assist with this

· Paul Ansell from the Civic Society commented on the high quality of the paving in Market Street, the condition of the newly planted trees in certain areas of the town and the impact of car parking charges. He also noted that the report of English Heritage on the Town Centre had not been favourable. In response to this details were provided of measures being undertaken relating to trees, and it was suggested that if English Heritage returned to re-assess the town centre next year, the outcomes should be markedly different.
· It was noted that no specific consultation on the regeneration had been undertaken with the Henly Centre, although the Centre would have been able to contribute as part of the general consultation process

· The opening of a ‘99p shop’ in the Newlands Centre was noted, and although it was hoped that more ‘upmarket’ outlets could be opened in the future, the success of the new shop at its opening was noted

· Members of the Forum noted that the disabled toilets located in ‘The Shop’ in the Newlands Centre had been praised as being of the highest standards, and it was felt that the new owners of the Newlands Centre should use this standard as a template for future provision

· It was further noted that Wrenn Spinney School, the proprietors of ‘The Shop’ had recently won the prestigious Henry Winkler Award for this initiative, and it was agreed that a letter of congratulations from the Forum should be sent to the School to recognise this achievement
11.KTF.29
SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENT – BACKGROUND PAPERS

Members received a presentation in respect of the Borough Council’s Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document’s background papers. These included papers relating to housing allocations, town centres and town centre uses and settlement boundaries. Details of the process for the consultation and adoption of the document were also provided. The item had been considered by the Council’s Planning Policy Committee and had been sent for consideration by all of the Council’s Geographic Forums. 

In their consideration of this matter, members of the Forum raised the following matters:
· The connection between this document and the Draft National Planning Guidance Framework and planning applications made by one local authority in relation to development within this local authority area

· Development in areas with electricity pylons and the impact on the environment and residents

· The need to ensure that green open space land is retained for that purpose

· The necessity of this document bearing in mind the East Kettering development

· There appeared to be no consideration in the document about the impact on agricultural land and wildlife
11.KTF.30
QUEENS DIAMOND JUBILEE BEACONS – JUNE 2012
A report was submitted that requested members to consider a way forward on this matter for Kettering. Members discussed various options, including the health and safety issues, linking events throughout the Borough utilising churches, liaison with local organisations and events commemorating local residents anniversaries shared with the Queens Diamond Jubilee.
11.KTF.31
OLYMPIC GAMES 2012
Members of the Forum received a report that provided information relating to the 2012 Olympic Games in respect of the involvement of Kettering. Members also noted the announcement relating to the Olympic Torch that had been made on the day of the meeting. Details of the role of the Northamptonshire Steering Group were outlined and a copy of its strategy document supplied for members. 
Members considered that the Torch Route within the Borough needed to be advertised, and that people should be encouraged to support the occasion when it passed through the area.

It was also considered that in terms of future development, the Council should plan for the provision of top quality facilities that would be a legacy for the area and would enable it to compete in the bidding for events of this kind in years to come.
11.KTF.32
NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Forum would be held on 6th February 2012.



(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.35 pm)

              Signed…………………………………………..

Chair

iw
DRAFT








Kettering Town Forum No. 1
7.7.11


