
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 19th October 2011

Present:
Councillor Paul Marks (Chair)


Councillors Maurice Bayes,  Ellie Manns, Cliff Moreton, 
Jan Smith, David Soans and Jonathan West.
Also Present:
Councillors Christopher Lamb and Derek Zanger.
11.RD.14
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Duncan Bain and Councillor Paul Corazzo. Councillors Smith and Manns were present acting as their respective substitutes.
11.RD.15
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Research and Development Committee held on 20th July 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

11.RD.16
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None
11.RD.17
FINANCE TASK AND FINISH GROUP UPDATE (A1)

Members received an update on the work of the Task and Finish Group from the Chair. It was noted that the Group had met twice so far considering spending and revenue, and that all members had been given the opportunity to make submissions. A further meeting was due to be held imminently, after which a report on the Group’s findings would be prepared for submission to the Council’s Executive. It was noted that time constraints on the budgetary process meant that the report would need to be sent directly to the Executive, rather than being filtered through this Committee. However, a draft of the report would be made available for members of this Committee for comment,
RESOLVED
that the above be noted.
11.RD.18      EDUCATION TASK AND FINISH GROUP UPDATE (A2)

Members received a report that updated them in respect of the progress made on implementation of the Task and Finish Group’s Action Plan relating to education and skills. The report outlined the reasons why the Group was established and detailed the recommendations it had made. Members were appraised of work undertaken relating to those recommendations and of initiatives arising from that. Members were also informed of work being undertaken with partners and of events held during the year.
Councillor Lamb, who chaired the Task and Finish Group was present at the meeting and addressed members relating to the work that the Group had undertaken. He outlined the reliance on cooperation with other bodies and the results that had been achieved so far in terms of planned outcomes. He noted that the economic climate was somewhat different currently from the time when the Group was undertaking its work.
Members considered the report and expressed their concern that employers were providing varying levels of support in terms of work experience placements, and felt that it would be useful for some form of monitoring to be undertaken to gauge the levels of effectiveness, particularly bearing in mind the potential impact on the future of students. It was considered that it would be useful to provide more assistance to Schools in respect of this. 

Members were also concerned that too much emphasis was placed on gaining qualifications at the cost of preparing students for the world of work, in particular for those less academically gifted. It was also considered that much training was available but this was not matched by the availability of jobs, and that often work experience placements were ill-suited to student’s abilities, needs or interests. Concern was also expressed about the different level of resources at schools within the area, and the impact that this might have on the development of students in preparing them for work.
Members were informed that their comments would be forwarded to the next meeting of the Local Strategic partnership Board in January 2012 with a view to it being fed in to the refresh of the Community Plan.

  RESOLVED
that: 
i) Progress made to date on the Education and Skills Action Plan be noted; 

ii) Support be given to the continuing development of the action plan and the work of partners such as NEWS (Northamptonshire Education and Works Services), Connexions and Kettering Borough Training; and

iii) Members receive feedback on the development of the plan on a half yearly basis.

11.RD.19      PUBLIC CONVENIENCES – VERBAL UPDATE (A3)
Members received a verbal update on plans for the provision of public conveniences within the Borough, as follows:
· Notice on the existing conveniences had been given and the timetable for their removal was in place
· Work was ongoing with the County Council to make the conveniences at Kettering Library available to the public

· It was noted that the conveniences at Desborough that had been destroyed by fire would be demolished, and that replacement facilities were being considered at Desborough Library and other locations

· The provision at Burton Latimer and Rothwell was still being considered as a result of the costs of running them being somewhat lower than for other conveniences

· A mapping exercise of facilities that currently existed in the Borough was being undertaken to inform future provision

· Negotiations with the new owners of the Newland Centre would include the improvement of the conveniences situated there

· Other methods of provision were also being considered based on continental methods 

It was noted that a full report on this issue would be provided at the next meeting of the Committee.

11.RD.20      PARLIAMENTARY  BOUNDARY REVIEW (A4)
Members received a report that requested them to respond to the consultation relating to the Boundary Commission for England’s (BCE) proposals in respect of Parliamentary Constituencies in the United Kingdom, in particular as they relate to Kettering, and submit their response to the Council’s Executive.
Details of the changes as they affected Kettering, and the way in which the BCE had formulated their proposals were provided for members.
RESOLVED   that the Council’s Executive be informed that this Committee supports the proposals of the Boundary Commission for England as they relate to the Kettering Constituency.
11.RD.21
   WORK PROGRAMME (A5)

The work programme was submitted for consideration. The following items would be added to those already listed for consideration at the next meeting.
· Provision of Public Conveniences in the Borough

· Maintaining a Durable Budget

It was noted that the work of the Voluntary Sector Task and Finish Group would commence in the new year.

RESOLVED that the above be noted.
 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.37 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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