B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 17th October 2011

Present:
Julie Miller (Chair)


Councillors Groome and Manns (Borough Councillors)


Lloyd Landry (Independent Member)

Brian Christie (Independent Member)

Phil Carter (Independent Member)

Also Present:
Sue Lyons (Monitoring Officer)

Anne Ireson (Committee Administrator)

11.STA.10
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Edwards, Neil Matthew and Stuart Kilpatrick.

11.STA.11
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 25th July 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair

11.STA.12
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

11.STA.13
THE BRIBERY ACT 2010 (A1)

A report was submitted that advised the Standards Committee of the introduction of the Bribery Act and which made amendments to the Gifts and Hospitality Procedure Rules to comply with the Bribery Act 2010.

It was noted that the Bribery Act 2010 came into force on 1st July 2011.  The new Act replaces the offences under the Prevention of Corruption Acts 1889 to 1910 with a new consolidated scheme of bribery offences.

During discussion members requested that consideration be given to requiring members to record all gifts and hospitality received, whether or not this exceeded an estimated value of more than £25.


RESOLVED
that


(i)
the information on the Bribery Act as set out in the report be noted; and


(ii)
the amendments to the Gifts and Hospitality Rules be recommended to the Executive as set out in the Appendix to the report.
11.STA.14
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION (A2)
A report was submitted that sought the Committee's recommendations to the Executive Committee in respect of Standards related matters to reflect legislative changes.
RESOLVED that 

(i)
that the Standards Committee approves the amendments to the Constitution as set out in Appendices 1 to 4 of the report;
(ii)
to delete pages M1 to M33 of the Standards Committee Procedure Rules;

(iii)
the amendments be recommended to the Executive for reference to Full Council for adoption; and

(iv)
that the procedures set out in Local Standards Framework, a Guide for Local Authorities, be adopted as the basis for the conduct of local assessment, investigation and determination.

11.STA.15
DISPENSATIONS

It was noted that the dispensations in respect of Warkton, Weekley and Grafton Underwood Parish Councils could not be considered at this meeting because not enough information had been provided by the applicants.  In addition, requests for dispensations from Town or Parish Councils could not be considered without a Town or Parish Council representative present.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 7.20 pm)

Signed …………………………………

Chair
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