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2. INFORMATION
2.1 On 25th October 2011, the Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) commenced an electoral review of Northamptonshire County Council (NCC). The initial part of the review was focused on what size the membership of the County Council should be.
2.2 This first part of the review ended on 5th December 2011, and as a result of its deliberations and consultations with NCC, and any other interested organisations and individuals, the LGBCE have suggested that the NCC should be served by 57 members from May 2013, which is a reduction of 16 from the existing membership of 73. The final decision on this matter should be known by the end of January 2012.
2.3 LGBCE has suggested that the new membership should have the representation shown below from May 2013 for each of the District Council areas within the County. The current figure for each area is shown in brackets.
· Corby 5 (6)
· Daventry 7 (8)
· East Northamptonshire 7 (9)
· Kettering 8 (10)
· Northampton 17 (23)
· South Northamptonshire 7 (9)
· Wellingborough 6 (8)
    These figures are based on electorate sizes in each of the areas.
2.4 LGBCE only considered comments on council size at this time, but will be considering detailed electoral arrangements for Northamptonshire during a further period of consultation in 2012. The next parts of the review will focus on 

· the number and boundaries of electoral areas (divisions) for the purposes of the election of councillors;
· the number of councillors for any electoral division of the County Council; and

· names of any electoral divisions of the County Council.
2.5  LGBCE expects submissions on the above by March 2012 and will then work up draft proposals for consultation from June 2012 onwards for 12 weeks.

2.6 The County Council is now preparing for the next stage of the review and intends to share its draft proposals with Districts in the County for comment in February 2012. (see letter from NCC attached at Appendix ‘B‘.) This is not part of the formal consultation process with LGBCE but provides an opportunity for Districts to influence the configuration of electoral divisions within their area at an early stage.
3. IMPACT ON THE AREA COVERED BY KBC
3.1 As stated previously, KBC’s area is currently covered by 10 County Council Electoral Divisions, and this will reduce to 8 under the LGBCE proposals. The basis of all electoral reviews is that the Councillor/s for each electoral area serve as far as possible the same number of electors. The electorate figure used to judge this will be a forecast for 6 years hence based on planning and development projections for the construction of residential properties. Other criteria which are used are community identity, effective and convenient local government and coterminosity -  alignment as far as possible between Borough/District Council Wards and County Council Electoral Divisions.
3.2 Members will find attached at Appendix ‘ C ‘, a spreadsheet that details the existing and forecasted electorates per area, the existing and proposed number of seats per area and the ratios that relate to equality of representation. The spreadsheet also focuses on the existing situation regarding the electoral divisions within Kettering, and the likely impact of the proposals for 8 members for the area, which suggests that there is likely to be a number of changes to the configuration of County Council membership for the Kettering area.
3.3 It is believed that there are a number of ways in which the town area of Kettering can be configured for electoral division purposes, and it is suggested that members may wish to consider at some stage how this could be achieved.

3.4 It is also believed that such a configuration in the A6 Towns and Rural areas may prove to be more complex given the number of seats and the number of electors in the three main towns, and the potential impact this may have on Parishes within the Borough, bearing in mind the overriding aspiration for electoral equality as far as possible.
4. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
4.1 All organisations and electors in the Borough with an interest in this matter can respond to any part of the consultation on this issue.
5. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
5.1 None at this stage
6.    RECOMMENDATION

Members are requested to give consideration to establishing a way forward in relation to making a submission regarding the configuration of the NCC electoral divisions within the area covered by Kettering Borough Council.
	Background Papers:
	LGBCE Electoral Reviews; Technical Guidance

	Title
	http://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/east-midlands/northamptonshire/northamptonshire-cc-fer

	Date
	December 2011

	Contact Officer
	Ian White ext. 4200


	Previous Minutes/Reports:
	None

	Ref:
	None

	Date:
	None


PURPOSE OF REPORT


To notify members of the above review, and for them to give consideration to establishing a way forward in relation to making a submission regarding the configuration of the NCC electoral divisions within the area covered by Kettering Borough Council.











