BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at a meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 28th September 2011

Present:

	Councillor 
Margaret Talbot (Mayor)
	Councillor Ruth Groome

	
"
James Hakewill (Deputy Mayor)
	
"
Philip Hollobone

	
“
Linda Adams
	
"
Jenny Henson

	
"
Duncan Bain
	
"
Ian Jelley

	
"
Maurice Bayes
	
"
Shirley Lynch

	
"
Steve Bellamy
	
"
Mary Malin

	
"
David Bishop
	
"
Paul Marks

	
"
Michael Brown
	
" 
Alan Mills

	
"
Jonathan Bullock
	
"
Cliff Moreton

	
"
Lloyd Bunday
	
"
Russell Roberts

	
"
Paul Corazzo
	
"
Jan Smith

	
"
Mark Dearing
	
"
David Soans

	
"
June Derbyshire
	
"
Michael Tebbutt

	
"
Maggie Don
	
"
Keli Watts

	
"
Scott Edwards
	
"
Jonathan West

	
"
Terry Freer
	
"
Alison Wiley

	
"
Michelle George
	


	
	

	
	


11.C.37
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Lamb, Manns and Zanger.
11.C.38
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

11.C.39
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Edwards declared a personal interest in Item 11 on the agenda as a member of Northamptonshire County Council.

11.C.40
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Mayor made the following announcements


St Mary's School Project – "What Kettering Means to Me"


Members were urged to make a contribution to the above project which was being undertaken by children of St Mary's School.  Councillor Keli Watts, as governor of the school, commended the work by children and staff on the artwork, which would be eventually be displayed around the Borough.  The Leader of the Council added his endorsement to the project.


Mrs Chris Garnham


Mrs Garnham, the Council's Publications Officer, was presented with a coffee-maker on achieving 25 years' service with the Borough Council.  The Mayor thanked her for her long service to the Council.


Charity Lunch and Civic Ball


A charity lunch and fete games would take place at Sir John Lowther Centre on Sunday, 30th October.  The Annual charity ball would take place on Friday, 11th November at Wicksteed Park.  Further details were available from the Mayor's Secretary.


Twinning


The Mayor would be attending Lahnstein in February 2012 for the Carnival.  She had also sent greetings to Mayor Patterson in Kettering, Ohio, USA, and had met with the Sister City Association.  She hoped to visit Kettering, Ohio in April 2012.


The Mayor congratulated Councillor Shirley Lynch on her success in fund raising for charity at the Kettering Carnival in August.

Report of the Chief Executive – Urgent Business


A report of the Chief Executive had been circulated around the table and would be taken under Item 6 on the agenda.  The Mayor advised members that she had accepted the urgent business under the provisions of Section 100B 4(b) of the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that the Council was required by Section 151 of the Act to make arrangements for the proper administration of its financial affairs and needed to appoint an officer to take that responsibility.


11.C.41
LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Leader of the Council commended the success of the South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership in creating an Enterprise Zone in Northampton.  He informed Council that the Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership had now been recognised as a local enterprise partnership.  Kettering now looked forward to working with both local enterprise partnerships for the benefit of the Borough.

10.C.42
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE:


DESIGNATION OF STATUTORY OFFICER


Having been accepted as an item of urgent business by the Mayor, a report was submitted which sought approval for the designation of the Chief Finance Officer of the Council.


It was noted that the costs of the secondment of the Council's Head of Finance would be borne by the recipient authority and the agreement contained a break clause that would allow Kettering Borough Council to recall the officer concerned if it found it was unable to cover the duties of the post.


The Chair of the Monitoring and Audit Committee commended officers on receiving an unqualified financial report and audit from KPMG.

RESOLVED
that Mr Graham Soulsby, Deputy Chief Executive, be designated as the Council's Section 151 Officer with immediate effect.

10.C.43
SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENTS ON URBAN CODES; KETTERING PUBLIC REALM STRATEGY AND KETTERING BOROUGH SHOPFRONT DESIGN GUIDANCE


A report was submitted which sought adoption of the Urban Codes; Kettering Public Realm Strategy and Kettering Borough Shopfront Design Guidance Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs) in support of the adopted Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan.


The draft documents had been considered by the Planning Policy Committee, which had recommended that they be approved by Council.


It was noted that the outcomes of consultation on the SPDs had been reported in full to the Planning Policy Committee and had been taken into consideration in the final documents.


Discussion was held on toilet provision in the town centre.  Members noted that discussions were still being held and a report would be taken to the Research and Development Committee in due course.


It was reported that shop owners/managers had expressed some difficulty in interpreting the shopfront design guidance and, in some cases, there was a perception of unfairness.  It was noted that the design guidance was not intended to be prescriptive and that shop owners or managers should speak to officers on an individual basis if they had any concerns.  


It was noted that reference to street lighting in the Public Realm Strategy did not take into account Northamptonshire County Council's policy on reducing the number of street lights, as this was a temporary measure only.  Any indicative street furniture was intended to be for guidance only and final designs could be considered on an individual basis.


Members also recommended that plain English be used in all SPDs.
RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Urban Codes; Kettering Public Realm Strategy and Kettering Borough Shopfront Design Guidance Supplementary Planning Document be adopted; and


(ii)
the Head of Development Services be authorised to deal with all the necessary adoption documentation and other consequential matters in accordance with appropriate regulations.

(Councillor Smith joined the meeting at 7.25 pm)

11.C.44
DEVELOPMENT OF A PROTOCOL FOR THE SELECTION OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR


A report was submitted which sought adoption of a protocol for the selection of Deputy Mayor.


At the Annual meeting of the Council it was resolved that the Research and Development Committee be requested to undertake the task of carrying out research into a formula which was fair and transparent to guide nominations to the position of Deputy Mayor.  The Committee had met twice to consider options and had subsequently recommended that a points system be adopted to guide nominations.  It was noted that, legally, it was only Council at its annual meeting which could elect a Mayor.

Discussion was held on the need for the position of Mayor to be apolitical.

Councillor Edwards proposed an amendment, seconded by Councillor Henson, that:-

"Option 1 be adopted as a protocol to guide nominations to the position of Deputy Mayor."

(Voting: For 2; Against 29)

The Amendment therefore fell.

RESOLVED that:-


(i)
a points system as outlined in Option 4 of the appendix to the report be adopted as a protocol for the selection of Deputy Mayor and year 1 be taken as 2011/12;


(ii)
group leaders meet annually to agree the nomination to Council as reflected by the outcome of the points system, and the nomination be advised, in writing, to officers; and


(iii)
the nominated candidate for Deputy Mayor should have served at least one term in office other than in exceptional circumstances.

(Voting: 28 For; 2 Against; 1 Not Voting)

11.C.45
FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH


A report was submitted which considered the granting of Freedom of the Borough to the Royal Anglian Regiment.


Members requested that Army Cadets from the Borough take place in any march-past upon the granting of the Freedom of the Borough.

RESOLVED
that the Royal Anglian Regiment be awarded Freedom of the Borough.

(Councillor Edwards declared a personal interest in the following item as a member of Northamptonshire County Council)

11.C.46
STREET LIGHTING


It was proposed by Councillor West and seconded by Councillor Adams that:-


"This Council requests that Northamptonshire County Council extend the appeal period concerning the Kettering street light "Switch Off" to October 31st 2011, in order that Kettering borough tenants and residents have a proper opportunity to assess any impact on their safety."


It was noted that residents had expressed concern during ward surgeries about the effects of the switch off in particular areas during winter evenings. Residents also appeared confused as to why certain lights had been switched off. 


Councillor Edwards explained that the consultation period had now ended, but that residents could still report their concerns about lights that had been switched off.  These concerns would be logged and investigated. 


Councillor Edwards proposed as an amendment, seconded by Councillor Soans, that:-


"Kettering Borough Council understands the concerns from some residents regarding street lights and welcomes the Northamptonshire County Council's procedure for reporting of street lights. Furthermore, we look forward to new street lights being installed in our streets."
(Voting on the Amendment:

For 22; Against 0; Not Voting 8)

The Amendment was therefore carried.

RESOLVED
that Kettering Borough Council understands the concerns from some residents regarding street lights and welcomes the Northamptonshire County Council's procedure for reporting of street lights. Furthermore, we look forward to new street lights being installed in our streets."
(Voting on the substantive motion:

For 22; Against 0; Not Voting 8)

11.C.47
RACE EQUALITY SCHEME


Councillor Paul Corazzo asked the Deputy Leader the following question:-


"Kettering Borough Council's 2nd Race Equality Scheme (2008 to 2011) is up for review this year.  What timetable is in place for the scheme to be renewed."


The Deputy Leader replied as follows:-


"The Council's Race Equality Scheme is being reviewed this year as part of our work programme relating to the Local Government Equality Framework. It falls within the service plan for the Council's Human Resources service for 2011-2012."

11.C.48
LONDON ROAD CEMETERY


Councillor Paul Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Environment the following question:-


"What provisions are being made to install new benches at London Road cemetery?"


The Portfolio Holder for Environment replied as follows:-


"There is currently one bench in London Road cemetery which is not owned by the Council. We are currently reviewing our policy with regard to benches in all cemeteries.  Any agreed outcome would be added to our cemetery regulations given to every new deed holder, and will be applied to London Road."

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.15 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Mayor

AI


(Council No. 6)

28.9.11


