BOROUGH OF KETTERING

MONITORING AND AUDIT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 27th September 2011

Present:
Councillor David Bishop (Chair)


Councillors Maggie Don, Scott Edwards, Jenny Henson Cliff Moreton, Mike Tebbutt, and Jan Smith 

Also Present:
Debbie Stokes (KPMG)

Councillor Derek Zanger

11.MA.11
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Michael Brown.
11.MA.12
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Monitoring and Audit Committee held on 8th June 2011 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

11.MA.13
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Personal: None


Prejudicial: None


Declarations of Party Whip: None.

11.MA.14
PUBLIC SPEAKERS


None.

11.MA.15
EXTERNAL AUDIT:ISA 260 (INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS ON AUDITING) (A1)

Members received a report that detailed the ISA 260 report to those charged with the Council’s governance, that had been prepared by its external Auditor (KPMG), and which also sought approval of the Council’s Management Representation letter.

Debbie Stokes from KPMG was present at the meeting and presented the ISA 260 report to members. Members were informed that it was anticipated that an unqualified audit opinion would be issued to the Council, and KPMG had concluded that the Authority had made proper arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 
Members noted that above, and it was

RESOLVED 
that 
the Committee receives the ISA 260 report and approves the Management Representation Letter
11.MA.16
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2010/11 (A2)


 A report was submitted that presented the Council’s Statutory Statement of Accounts for the financial year 2010/11 for member approval, in accordance with the Code of Practice on Local Authority Accounting in the United Kingdom 2010/11. members received a presentation relating to the introduction of the Code which was based on International Financial Reporting Standards, and the changes that had been introduced as a result of its adoption. Details were also provided of the Councils financial performance in relation to the General Fund, the Housing Revenue Account and the Capital Programme in 2010/11. Members were provided with explanation with regard to questions raised on the following:
· The impact of new central government policy in relation to Councils’ Housing Stock on the Housing Revenue Account

· The level of Council Tax for 2012/13

· The negligible impact of one-off savings on office accommodation

RESOLVED 
that the Statement of Accounts for the financial year 2010/11 be approved.
11.MA.17
REVIEW OF PLANNING PROCESSES – REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION (A3)


Members received a presentation in respect of a review of the implementation of new processes in the Development Services Unit that had been introduced as a result of a Task and Finish process in September 2008.The presentation outlined the aims and objectives of the process, engagement with stakeholders, the development of an action plan, and the outcomes and their impact on the planning process at Kettering. It was noted that as yet, due to resource constraints, a DVD had not been produced explaining the committee process for planning applications, although it was hoped this could be re-visited.

Members noted the reasons that meetings had not been taken to venues other than the Council Offices, other than in rare cases. The measures undertaken to permit greater access to the proceedings at planning meetings within the Municipal Offices were also outlined.

Members also discussed the issue relating to the area in which consultation notices were posted and the Council’s existing policy for that. It was acknowledged that departing from this policy could lead to inconsistency and make the Council prone to being referred to the Ombudsman, although there was a general view that the more people notified in respect of planning applications, the better.

Members also requested that it was made clear to people submitting objections to planning applications that they would need to re-submit them should the application that they were objecting to be subsequently withdrawn and then re-submitted. It was agreed that this could be included in the appropriate correspondence.

Members had a general discussion in respect of S.106 agreements and how there needed to be more clarity in respect of the benefits to communities emanating from them. Members also discussed the negotiating and appeals processes relating to these agreements. It was noted that the Council does not re-negotiate these agreements with developers who wish to amend their content.

11.MA.18
MONITORING OF SLA GRANTS – 1ST QUARTER 2011/12 (A4)



A report was submitted which informed members of the performance of voluntary sector organisations in relation to their Service Level Agreements (SLAs) for the third year of the new four year agreements 2009-2013.

Members requested that in future, reports were submitted that provided more clarity in terms of the monitoring, dates and targets. Members would also be sent copies of the SLAs for each grant-aided body. It was noted that where figures had not been provided, it was due to those organisations being in the process of change, and that officers were in discussions with them relating to their performance against the SLA.


RESOLVED
that the first quarter’s performance of the voluntary sector organisations in achieving the outputs in their service specification for 2011/12, be noted. 

11.MA.19
KEY PERFORMANCE INFORMATION BOOKLET (A5)


Members received the Key Performance Information Booklet for September 2011.


Members discussed key performance information contained in the booklet, particularly in respect of the following
· In respect of NI 188, Adapting to Climate Change, how the Council’s performance can reach Level 3 from the existing Level 1

· In respect of Development Services, the provision of figures for 2010/11 for NI 154

· In respect of Building Security, a report on the items that only achieved ‘Limited’ status or ‘None’ in the categories relating to the overall level of assurance detailed in the internal audit report

RESOLVED
that the Key Performance Information Booklet be received and noted. 

11.MA.20
WORK PROGRAMME (A6)


The work programme was submitted to the committee for consideration.  The following reports would be brought to the next meeting of the Committee:
· Risk Management Update

· Housing Finance Update 

· Budget Savings to date

· SLA Half Yearly report

· Climate Change Performance

· Building Security – Internal Audit report

At some time in the future a report reviewing the Town Centre regeneration be included on the work programme.
 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.35 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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