
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

MAWSLEY LIAISON FORUM
Meeting held: 24th March 2004

Present:
Bob Littler (Mawsley Villagers' Association) (Chair)


Councillor Michael Harrison (Kettering Borough Council)

Chris Winter (Mawsley Village)

Glen Somerville (Mawsley Village)

Stuart Randle (Mawsley Village)




Pat Lake (Local Churches)

Graham Thompson (Broughton Parish Council)

Richard Turner (North Northants Badger Group)

Wendy Turner (North Northants Badger Group)

Cathy Martin (Bedfordshire Pilgrims Housing

    Association)

Martin Czernick (George Wimpey East Midlands)

Selwyn Poole (Kettering Borough Council)

Sallie Tyrer (Kettering Borough Council)

David Hallam (Kettering Borough Council)

David Coren (Kettering Borough Council)

Ian White (Kettering Borough Council)

Anne Ireson (Kettering Borough Council)
Also Present:
Gordon Smart

03.MLF.55
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Hakewill and Harker, Clare Keating (Bedfordshire Pilgrims Housing Association) and Sarah Lister (Northamptonshire County Council). 

03.MLF.56
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Forum held on 15th January 2004 be approved and signed by the Chair.

03.MLF.57
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Welcome Packs

Sample welcome packs were circulated for information.


It was noted that information contained in the welcome packs would be published on the internet.  Work was yet to be carried out by the Villagers' Association on the adequacy of the pack.


It was noted that information relating to the Cransley Parish Church was missing from the pack and it was

RESOLVED
that leaflets be revised following the parish council election to be held on 10th June 2004 and that information be included on Cransley Parish Church.


Pond


It was noted that a site had yet to be identified, although discussions had been held with the Environment Agency.  It wqs hoped that this issue would be progressed further following a visit to Mawsley by the Environment Agency.


Street Lighting


Concern was further expressed regarding the lack of lighting at the entrance to the village.  It was noted that the Road Safety Team were unable to offer practical support and that no plans existed for street lighting in this location.

It was noted that a length of highway in Loddington Way between the post box and the show home was poorly lit.

RESOLVED
that Martin Czernick investigate whether street lighting had been specified on the plans for these locations.

Post Boxes


It was hoped that a report could be brought back to the next meeting.


Street Naming and Numbering


This issue was in hand and a meeting was due to be held.


Maintenance of Hedges


It was noted that the Borough Council's Landscape and Arboricultural Officer would to produce a schedule for the maintenance of hedges and landscaping covering the next 3-5 years.  It was felt that landscaping work being undertaken by East Midlands Landscaping was not in keeping with the village and in some cases not being correctly carried out.

03.MLF.58
PROGRESS REPORT

It was noted that 357 houses were now occupied (as at 13th March 2004).  The next trigger point for a further payment into the community fund was 369 occupations and an invoice had now been raised.  The payment would be index linked.

03.MLF.59
DEMOCRATIC REPRESENTATION FOR MAWSLEY


A report was submitted which notified members of the Liaison Forum of the receipt of the Order creating the parish of Mawsley, the creation of the Parish Council, the arrangements for the election of Parish Councillors and transitional provisions for conducting business from 1st April 2004 until the election.


It was noted that the elections for the Parish Council would be likely to be held on 10th June 2004 and that it was also likely that, as the East Midlands Region had been identified as a pilot area for postal elections, the election would be all-postal only.


A draft letter and map to be sent to all consultees, as well as all residents in Mawsley and Cransley, was circulated at the meeting.


Discussion was held on transitional arrangements for conducting business until the new Parish Council was elected and it was noted that the new Parish would be represented by Cransley Parish Council in this interim period.  Following discussions with the Cransley Parish Council Clerk, the view had been expressed that its current provision for dealing with matters relating to Mawsley should prove to be appropriate.  It was felt that the new parish clerk should be appointed prior to the elections and agreed that this would be carried out by Cransley Parish Council with assistance from the Borough Council if required.


Discussion was also held on the method of funding for the new parish council and it was noted that this issue had been referred to the Head of Finance and Corporate Development.


It was agreed that the Forum be kept up to date with progress on the creation of the new parish.

03.MLF.60
SCHOOL


An update on progress was given by the Chair.


It was noted that 68 applications for school placements had been received to date.  The building works were scheduled for completion in early August 2004. The recruitment process for four teachers had commenced and interviews were due to be held on 22nd April 2004.


Discussion was held on the possibility of provision for a playgroup at the Community Centre.  It was noted that, following a visit to a similar facility in Over, Cambridgeshire, It had been acknowledged that the setting up of a playgroup was very onerous and a great responsibility for those running the group.  It had therefore been agreed to look at this issue again when the Community Centre was in use.

03.MLF.61
COMMUNITY FUND


The Chair reported that little progress had been made on this issue, although the Forum had been successful in their request to the Executive Committee for interest to be added to the Community Fund.

03.MLF.62
COMMUNITY  FACILITIES


Village Hall


An update was given on progress regarding the Community Centre.  The Forum was advised that minor amendments to the plans and room specifications were to be negotiated, mainly in relation to the bar and catering capabilities.


Temporary Play Area


It was noted that a meeting had been held with Bill Metcalf regarding the proposed temporary playing field on the open space adjacent to Jibwood. 


Debate was held on the need to ensure that the new Jibwood site was ready for use before the use of the existing temporary playing field ceased, especially before the school summer holiday period.  It was acknowledged that there would be health and safety issues if the current temporary field continued to be in use when building work commenced on adjacent sites.


It was noted that a problem did exist in that ground conditions on the Jibwood site were not yet suitable to enable work to commence on the playing field and it was anticipated that it would be late summer before it would be suitable for use.


Sports Field 


It was felt that the permanent sports field should be usable on the opening of the Village Hall.  However, further clarification was needed from the Borough Council on the standard of the sports field, which it would expect from Wimpeys under the Section 106 Agreement.

RESOLVED
that an informal meeting be called as soon as possible between a representative of Mawsley Villagers' Association, Wimpeys, GSS and a representative of Kettering Borough Council to discuss action to be taken regarding the sports field.

Pub


It was noted that two or three small operators had expressed an interest in the pub.  It was hoped that the pub would be built in 12-15 months' time and the same timescale applied to the village shop.


Employment Units


It was noted that two or three firms were drawing up schemes for the use of the employment units.

03.MLF.63
PRE-SCHOOL PLAY AREA


It was noted that Wimpeys were to assist in smoothing out, grass seeding and fencing the Broughton Road site and that the equipment was due to be installed week commencing 19th April 2004.

03.MLF.64
AFFORDABLE HOUSING


Cathy Martin of Bedfordshire Pilgrims Housing Association gave an update on the current position regarding affordable housing provision in the village.


David Coren of Kettering Borough Council gave an outline of the lettings policy for determining allocation of housing, which was based on housing need and was the same as for the rest of the Borough.  It was noted that allocations for shared ownership houses were also income-related and that prices were high.  The Forum was advised that in the next phase of 20 affordable houses, 10 were for rent and 10 were shared ownership.

RESOLVED
that a meeting be set up between Cathy Martin, David Coren and a representative of the Mawsley Villagers' Association to discuss the lettings policy in more detail.

03.MLF.65
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Donations for Bulbs and Defibrillator


It was requested that the thanks of the village be extended to Wimpeys for their donations of £500 towards bulbs and £1,000 towards a defibrillator for the medical centre.


Permanent Medical Centre


It was noted that the medical centre would be permanently sited in Mawsley.


Outreach Sessions


It was reported that the outreach sessions would continue to be held from 3.30 to 5.00 pm on Fridays at the medical centre.  These sessions would provide villagers with an opportunity to discuss various issues.  Any issues raised could be submitted to the Mawsley Villagers' Association.  It was noted that the level of attendance at the first few sessions had varied.


Village Map


Discussion was held on the availability of standard symbols for the village map and the eventual use and purpose of the map.  It was noted that the map was intended to identify where features were proposed to be located and to flag up where problems had been identified before adoption of highways that could be resolved by signing, etc.

Agreed

that County Councillor Jim Harker be requested to liaise with Northamptonshire County Council highways department to ascertain known information on where street lights, signs, lines and dropped kerbs would be located. 

03.MLF.66
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next two meetings of the Forum would take place on 24th March and 20th May 2004.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and finished at 8.15 pm)

Signed …………………………….

Chair

AI

Mawsley Liaison Forum No. 1
24.3.04


