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2.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

2.1
Kettering Borough lies within the South East Midlands, which is predominantly a growth area, and is expected to facilitate growth of some 13,100 homes and 16,200 new jobs by 2021.

2.2
Members have made their priorities for infrastructure and jobs-led growth clear – these are the prerequisites of growth. Members have indicated they wish to use the growth agenda to leverage three key and interrelated ambitions for the borough; namely:-

· A better offer for our town centres
· A better education and training offer 

· A better employment offer – high grade, higher density jobs

2.3 The mutually supportive role of these three aspirations cannot be over-stated. The town centres and the skills base will be persuasive to inward investors. Similarly, high grade employment supports vibrant town centres.

2.4 The Council has a vision to create town centres that are Characterful, Distinctive, and Fun. This vision has been externally validated by an independent planning inspector, and – following adoption by Full Council on 6th July this year – now sits firmly within our planning policy for Kettering Town Centre. 

3. UPDATE ON PROJECTS

Public Realm Project

3.1 At the time of writing this report, the contractors for the public realm project are moving out of their town centre yards with just a small amount of cleaning to carry out on the new public realm. We will continue to monitor the public realm over the coming year and will report any issues to the contractors for their resolution.
3.2 The bollards at the top of Market Street came into operation on the 1st November and are being monitored closely by us to ensure that they properly perform the function they were installed to perform and that those who have cause to use the bollards are able to do so with ease.

3.3 Modifications to the Horsemarket sculpture are now complete, with a second plinth inserted to re-establish the cast iron former fountain at a more suitable height. The sandstone and granite plinths are of the same high quality as those they replaced, with the design now more suited to the new Horsemarket paving. 
3.4 The works have been carried out by a local stonemason in consultation with a member of the group who originally paid for the fountain’s restoration.

3.5 The War Memorial to the north of the Parish Church has also received new plinths over the last month. The work to change the weathered two plinths to three Yorkstone plinths was funded, in the main, by the Parish Church, although a contribution from our Public Realm capital project effectively paid for the bottom plinth and allowed a seamless transition between the memorial and the new paving.
3.6 Snagging work on the Market Place is currently underway and will be completed before the start of the Christmas celebrations. Reinstatement of blockwork and repairs to the granite steps are all being carried out by a local contractor and paid for by monies retained from the original Market Place contract. 
3.7 Finally, we are working with the probation service to restore some of the railings around the Market Place and the Parish Church. The railings (many of which have been turning varying shades of green and blue over the last few years) will be rubbed down and then painted with a top end satin black paint.
4 CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME
4.1 The Christmas programme commences on 22nd November with ‘What’s in the box?’ A festive gift will be placed on the market place inviting the town to come and find out what exactly is in the box?

4.2 The switch on is on the 1st December 5pm – 7pm,  hosted by Gregg Nunney from connect FM introducing a  line-up including; Starlight dance, Voices Aloud, the cast of Cinderella and the Rock School. All this is complemented by two choirs within the town, stilt walkers, fire eaters, Hot Dog Stall and local musicians.

4.3 Thursday the 8th begins with a Christmas Lantern Parade through town. The event has been organised by the William Knibb and also includes; circus skills and a performance from three dance troops. The parade will culminate at the Market Place ready for the Community Sing-a-Long hosted by KFed (Kettering Federation) & Connect FM and accompanied by the cast of Cinderella.
4.4 Thursday 8th & 15th December will see the return of music @ the market place, with an acoustic band show and on the 15th closing the celebrations are ‘The Strollers’ a hugely popular, rock and roll band. All Thursday events will include refreshments on sale and buskers within the town.

4.5 Children’s week will run from Saturday 17th - Friday 23rd December and includes children’s fair rides and a Santa’s Grotto – open daily between 1pm – 4pm.

5 THE 2012 OLYMPICS – IN KETTERING!
5.1 Kettering is celebrating following the announcement that the 2012 Torch Relay will visit Kettering as one of the locations it will visit in Northamptonshire. On 2nd July 2012, lots of local residents are expected to line the streets in the borough to share in the excitement of the torch relay and welcome the Olympic flame to the area. 

5.2 The route will see the torch visit county landmarks Althorp House and the Eleanor Cross at Geddington, spend time in Northampton, Corby and Kettering, as well as visit smaller villages such as Isham and Dingley.

5.3 These locations are part of over 1,000 villages, towns and cities announced by the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG) through which the Olympic Flame will be carried by Torchbearers during the London 2012 Olympic Torch Relay which is presented by Coca-Cola, Lloyds TSB and Samsung.  LOCOG has worked closely with representatives from a number of sectors in Northamptonshire to devise the route. 
5.4 In announcing the villages, towns and cities LOCOG has realised the aspiration of taking the Olympic Flame to within an hour’s journey time of 95% of the population. The street by street detail of the route will be confirmed next year. 

5.5 People are invited to view the interactive map at www.london2012.com/olympictorchrelaymap to find their nearest community through which the Olympic Flame will be carried.

5.6 The 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games will be held from 27th July and to the 9th September. The Northamptonshire 2012 Steering Group aims to galvanise local partners to ensure that a lasting legacy is achieved in the county. The steering group have been working very hard to inform London 2012 and participating countries, of the facilities and infrastructure that is available in Northamptonshire.
5.7 Kettering will be celebrating the 2012 Olympics throughout the year. 
5.8 The summer celebrations will commence on Kettering Market Place with a ‘Beach Volleyball’ Event on Saturday, 21st July from 10am to 10pm. Local schools, businesses and partner organisations will be invited to participate in the games and competitions throughout the day. This is supported by Volleyball England, Kettering Volleyball Club and Kettering Borough Council. The 2012 test event sand is now at Kettering Arena for the further development of volleyball facilities at Kettering Arena.
5.9 We will be contacting and working with local sports clubs, schools and businesses throughout the year to organise, deliver and celebrate the 2012 Olympics. 
5.10 The work so far includes:
· Kettering Arena is a possible venue to host the June 2012 Northamptonshire’s School Games. The Local Organising Committee for the school games has recently met for the first time and will be considering what sports should be included and which venues can accommodate the agreed sports in June 2012. 
· Kettering Museum and Art Gallery will be embracing the 2012 Olympic spirit, through a series of events and exhibitions both coinciding with the main summer Olympic event itself, and featuring within many of our regular programmes throughout 2012.

· Between June and August 2012 the Manor House Museum will be hosting an exhibition focusing on sport in the Borough of Kettering.  As well as looking at many of the town’s sporting achievements, both past and present, the exhibition will provide the opportunity to showcase many artefacts from the museum’s collection, which relate to Kettering’s sporting history.   

· The exhibition will be supported by a series of events, talks and workshops for all ages focusing on engaging our local audiences in the spirit of the 2012 Olympics.
· In addition, the Alfred East Art Gallery will be incorporating sporting inspired themes within several of its regular exhibitions.  The annual spring time Young Artists exhibition 2012 will ask local schools, art groups and other educational organisations based within the Kettering borough to take inspiration from the Olympics and make submissions around a sporting theme.  In addition the 2012 Open Exhibition, throughout May will feature a specialist sporting category.

6 SUPPORTING NEW BUSINESS PARKS

6.1 The Supporting New Business Parks project is part of Suite 16. 
6.2 The project has three strategic aims which have served to guide its development through its formative stages:
6.2.1 To support the creation of a new business park, or continued development of existing business parks to deliver higher grade employment to the town
6.2.2 To champion green technology and high green credentials for this new business park
6.2.3 To be involved early enough in the project to be able to influence its direction and add value: To be ‘in on the ground floor’.
6.3 In addition, we have sought to work closely with public sector partners to continually improve the offer to our customers and to explore opportunities to share back office facilities. This approach in particular has allowed the evolution of the Council’s Customer Service Centre and was the basis for the feasibility work on a shared office facility carried out in partnership with the Police.

4.1 Members were updated in July this year on a Soft Market Testing Exercise which explored options for the location of a new business park. The update reported on some encouraging responses to the process, which revealed keen interest in the Borough Council’s participation from landowners and developers, principally along the A14 corridor.

4.2 Whilst there was clear interest from the landowners in having the Borough Council on their land, none of the submissions fully met the objectives of catalysing higher grade - higher density - jobs on a green business park. 

4.3 We have, however, continued to explore options to find a site which does deliver on all three of the aforementioned objectives. In this respect there is an exciting proposal emerging that we need to turn into a sensible proposition. An update on our progress in this respect will be brought to the Executive Committee in due course.

7 POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND USE OF RESOURCES

7.1 The Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (AAP) was taken to Planning Policy Committee on the 20th June where it was approved for adoption by the Full Council Committee on the 6th July. At this point the AAP formally became a key part of the Development Plan and Local Development Framework.
7.2 Executive has previously approved an ‘envelope’ approach to financing the projects that are currently being delivered. The principle of this approach is that the projects are effectively ‘self-funding’: Revenue from the renting of the apartments and the letting of the restaurant units will combine with the grant funding already received to cover the costs of the Market Place Restaurants Development and the Public Realm project.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform members of progress to date on Suite 16.





To provide an outline of the upcoming Christmas Programme





To raise awareness of Kettering’s contribution to the 2012 Olympic Games.





5.	RECOMMENDATION





That the Executive Committee: 





Supports progress to date on Suite 16.





Acknowledges the upcoming Christmas Programme for Kettering Town Centre 





Recognises the contribution that the Borough Council is to make to the delivery and legacy of the Olympic games








