B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

MAWSLEY LIAISON FORUM
Meeting held: 27th July 2004

Present:
Bob Littler (Mawsley Villagers' Association and Mawsley


    Parish Council) (Chair)


Councillor Jim Hakewill


Chris Winter (Mawsley Villagers' Association)


Glen Somerville (Mawsley Villagers' Association and 


    Mawsley Parish Council)


Kevin Pearson (Technical Manager, George Wimpey)


Clare Keating (Bedfordshire Pilgrims Housing Association)


Brian Withington (Priest in Charge)

Also Present:
Anne Ireson (Kettering Borough Council)
04.MLF.14
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Harrison and Hakewill, Cathy Martin, Stuart Randle, Pat Lake, Mark Shipman and Selwyn Poole.

04.MLF.15
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Forum held on 20th May 2004 be approved and signed by the Chair.

04.MLF.16
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Parish Council

It was noted that the Parish Council had co-opted five further members and was now up to its full complement.  The Parish Council had met twice.  Some Mawsley Villagers' Association matters were now being dealt with by the Parish Council.

It was noted that the grant had not yet been paid by Kettering Borough Council.

RESOLVED
that Kettering Borough Council be asked to pay the annual grant to the Mawsley Parish Council.


Pond


A meeting had been held during June.  A location at the bottom end of the Laing development had been identified but it was acknowledged that a large amount of earthwork was required.


Street Lighting



Kevin Pearson gave an update of work being carried out to resolve street lighting issues and it was noted that an external consultant had now submitted a report.


Work was expected to be complete by the end of August 2004.


RESOLVED
that a street lighting plan be supplied by Wimpeys to Glen Somerville.


Outreach Services


It was noted that Selwyn Poole was shortly to be located in the temporary Doctor's Surgery on Wednesday afternoons and all day on Friday.

04.MLF.17
PROGRESS REPORT

It was noted that no information had been received from Kettering Borough Council on the number of houses now built.  However, the recent Newsletter had been delivered to 417 homes.

04.MLF.18
SCHOOL

It was noted that the school building was now complete and was considered to be an asset to the village.  Concern was expressed regarding the need to change the Section 106 Agreement to enable the school to open in early September, as there were insurance issues yet to be resolved regarding ownership of the land on which the school was built.

RESOLVED
that as this issue was now considered to be urgent, Kettering Borough Council be asked to complete the work required on the Section 106 Agreement as soon as possible.

04.MLF.19
COMMUNITY FUND


An update on progress was given by the Chair.  It was noted that the Borough Council's Executive Committee had considered the report of the Mawsley Liaison Forum, as part of a wider report by the Council's Officers, on 14th July 2004.


The outcome of the debate was that the Executive Committee had deferred making a decision on this issue for three months, pending further information on the implications for the Mawsley Parish Council if it was responsible for the fund.

04.MLF.20
COMMUNITY FACILITIES


It was noted that the Borough Council was to consider a planning application on a revised design, which had incorporated several amendments to the original design.  It was now considered that the Village Hall should be self-financing and to achieve this a full on-licence would be eventually be required.


Kevin Pearson informed the meeting that work was due to commence on site during the week commencing 22nd September 2004.  A contractor would shortly be appointed and work was expected to continue for 38 weeks.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
Kevin Pearson investigate the potential for environmental and energy savings; and


(ii)
the potential for additional funding and grants be investigated.

04.MLF.21
PLAY AREAS


It was noted that the view of the Mawsley Villagers' Association was that the playing field should incorporate sports pitches.  However, it was recognised that this could only be achieved through extra work, such as drainage.  Kettering Borough Council had engaged consultants to carry out a full survey of the site. The provision of sports pitches would cost in the region of £90,000 and Wimpeys were in receipt of a letter from the Borough Council outlining the work required.


Kevin Pearson stated that Wimpeys were not yet in a position to formally respond on this issue due to the planned location of the senior football pitch in close proximity to residential properties.


It was noted that it would not be possible to use the housing area for a temporary play area as stripping down and seeding was required.  It was agreed that Wimpeys should deliver the playing field and village hall at the same time and that therefore it would not be possible to use the playing field as a play area during construction of the village hall.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
Kevin Pearson speak to Bill Metcalf regarding the temporary play area as soon as possible;


(ii)
Selwyn Poole be asked to look at the proposed plan for sports pitches with a view to relocating the position of the senior football pitch; and


(ii)
a copy of the revised plan be submitted to Wimpeys.

04.MLF.22
PUB, SHOP, SURGERY AND EMPLOYMENT UNITS

It was reported that Wimpeys had met with Brackley Developments Ltd, who were acting on behalf of the doctor.

It was noted that land would be made available for the permanent surgery subject to terms and conditions.  A further meeting was due to be held on 28th July 2004.

It was reported that the shops, pub and employment units were to be marketed through Diamond Estates.  However, there had not been a high level of interest.  The Section 106 Agreement was also required to be varied in respect of the shop sites.

04.MLF.23
AFFORDABLE HOUSING


It was noted that 15 houses had been sold and 5 were under offer in Phase 1.  Sketch designs for Phase III were now being drawn up and a meeting with planners would be held.  It was noted that Mawsley Parish Council would also be consulted on the proposed designs.  Construction on site was planned to commence in January 2005.  Some concern was expressed regarding the wire fencing between properties and it was agreed that Clare Keating would look at this for the future development.

04.MLF.24
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Village Hall


Chris Winter reported that earlier in the evening the application for alterations to the village hall design had been refused by Kettering Borough Council.   Concern was expressed that the start date referred to in minute no. 04.MLF.20 would now be affected.


Speeding in Village


Some incidents of speeding cars had been noted and were now being dealt with.  It was suggested that signs should be erected on the approach to the cycle track to deter speeding vehicles as there was some concern a child crossing on the track could be involved in an accident.


Future of the Mawsley Liaison Forum


The Chair reported that Kettering Borough Council was considering winding up the Mawsley Liaison Forum now that the Parish Council was in place.  Concern was expressed that no consultation had taken place.


However, following discussion it was agreed that the Mawsley Liaison Forum should continue as it was important to discuss issues relating to the village outside the arena of the Parish Council or the Villagers Association.  It was felt that the Liaison Forum would help to inform Parish Council decisions rather than replace them.  It was also felt that meetings should continue to be held every three months, as at present.


It was noted that the Borough Council was to commence a review of its Constitution in early September 2004 and that, as the Mawsley Liaison Forum formed part of the Council's Constitution, any consideration of the future of the Forum would be likely to be carried out as part of the review.

RESOLVED
that the Chair write to the Leader of Kettering Borough Council, prior to commencement of the review of its Constitution in September, in order to recommend that the Mawsley Liaison Forum continue in its present form.

04.MLF.25
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next two meetings of the Forum would take place on 23rd September 2004 and  27th January 2005.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and finished at 8.35 pm)

Signed …………………………….

Chair

AI

Actions

Mawsley Liaison Forum No. 1
20.5.04


