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2.
INFORMATION

A report has been requested in respect of the involvement of Kettering with the Olympic Games in terms of who we are hosting, what sports are involved, where they will be staying and what measures the Council are taking or have taken to attract teams to the Borough. This report seeks to provide this information.
The 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games will be held from 27th July and to the 9th September. The Northamptonshire 2012 Steering Group aims to galvanize local partners to ensure that a lasting legacy is achieved in the county. The steering group have been working very hard to inform London 2012 and participating countries of the facilities and infrastructure that is available in Northamptonshire.  The information of who Northamptonshire may be hosting, what sports will be involved and where they will be staying will be made public at a later date. To date, two teams have signed up. The Israeli Swimming Team will be using Corby and the British Paralympic Fencing Team will be using Moulton. In addition trampolining teams will be using Benham Sports Arena In Northampton.
8,000 inspirational people from around the UK will carry the Olympic Flame as it journeys across the UK. Nominated by someone they know, it will be their moment to shine, inspiring millions of people watching in their community, in the UK and worldwide. The London 2012 Organising Committee nominations process for Torchbearers has now closed. A different town and city of the UK will welcome the Olympic Flame every evening of the Torch Relay. The full route of the Relay, including all the daytime stops, will also be announced on November 7th.
The Northamptonshire 2012 steering group includes Northamptonshire Sport. Kettering Borough are members of Northamptonshire Sport and as such, the Borough is represented regionally using this vehicle. The Steering Group provide updates  to Ketetring Borough Council and Chief Executives and Political Leaders via the County Executive Group.
The Northamptonshire Strategy for London 2012 is appended. The main focus is:

· Children and Young People

· Sport

· Health and Well Being

· Business Investment and Tourism

· Cultural Olympiad
Kettering will be celebrating  the 2012 Olympics throughout the year. To start off the summer celebrations at Kettering Market Place a ‘Beach Volleyball’ Event. will be held on Saturday, 21st July  from 10am to 10pm and involves local schools, businesses and local partner organisations.  will be invited to participate in games and competitions throughout the day. This is supported by Volleyball England, Kettering Volleyball Club and Kettering Borough Council. The 2012 test event sand is now at Kettering Arena for the further development of volleyball facilities at Kettering Arena.
Kettering Borough Council Officers will be contacting and working with local sports clubs, schools and businesses throughout the year to organise, deliver and celebrate the 2012 Olympics. The work so far includes:
· Kettering Arena is a possible venue to host the June  2012 Northamptonshire’s School Games . The Local Organising  Committee  for the school games has recently met for the first time and will be considering what sports should be included and which venues can accommodate the agreed sports.in June 2012. 
· Kettering Museum and Art Gallery will be embracing the 2012 Olympic spirit, through a series of events and exhibitions both coinciding with the main summer Olympic event itself, and featuring within many of our regular programmes throughout 2012.
Between June and August 2012 the Manor House Museum will be hosting an exhibition focusing on sport in the Borough of Kettering.  As well as looking at many of the town’s sporting achievements, both past and present, the exhibition will provide the opportunity to showcase many artefacts from the museum’s collection, which relate to Kettering’s sporting history.   

The exhibition will be supported by a series of events, talks and workshops for all ages focusing on engaging our local audiences in the spirit of the 2012 Olympics.
· In addition, the Alfred East Art Gallery will be incorporating sporting inspired themes within several of its regular exhibitions.  The annual spring time Young Artists exhibition 2012 will ask local schools, art groups and other educational organisations based within the Kettering borough to take inspiration from the Olympics and make submissions around a sporting theme.  In addition the 2012 Open Exhibition, throughout May will feature a specialist sporting category.

3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT


Northamptonshire Police are part of the Northamptonshire Strategy for London 2012 steering group in respect of crowd and terrorism control.

There will be potential economic benefit to local businesses and leisure and tourism industries.

4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS


None


5.
USE OF RESOURCES

The cost of events and activities will be met from existing revenue estimates. The Borough Council will maximise any opportunities for sponsorship and external funding to deliver additional activities and/or events.
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Contact Officer: Gary Sheppard-Northamptonshire Sport (Tel: 01604 236257)
PURPOSE OF REPORT





To notify members of the Forum in respect of information about  the 2012 Olympic Games.





	





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	Members of the Forum are requested to note the contents of this report.








