
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 25th July 2011

Present:
Julie Miller (Chair)


Councillors Edwards, Groome and Manns (Borough Councillors)


Lloyd Landry (Independent Member)

Stuart Kilpatrick (Independent Member)

Also Present:
Sue Lyons (Monitoring Officer)

Ian White (Committee Administrator)

11.STA.01
APOLOGIES


No apologies for absence were received.

11.STA.02
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 24th January 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair

11.STA.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

11.STA.04
APPOINTMENT OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES (A1)

A report was submitted that advised the Committee of the recent appointment of the Town Council representative, Mr Neil Matthew, to the Kettering Borough Standards Committee, and which sought endorsement of a proposed course of action to appoint a Parish Council representative, given previous difficulties in recruiting to that role.

It was suggested that, as the Rural Forum had been unable to appoint a representative, then a letter should be sent to all Parish Councillors for Parishes within the Borough, with a view to seeking expressions of interest in filling the vacancy. It was noted that, although there were some Borough Councillors who were also members of Parish Councils who could fill the role, it was not really a satisfactory solution to have a representative who had a ‘twin-hatted’ role for this position.
RESOLVED
that

i) Mr Neil Matthew be welcomed to the Standards Committee as the Town Council representative; and

ii) The Committee endorses the course of action to be taken to fill the vacancy of Parish Representative.

11.STA.05
REGISTER OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (A2)

A report was submitted that informed the Standards Committee of the number of Register of Interests forms received from Borough and Parish/Town Councillors following the recent Local Government Elections, and which advised Members of changes made to the Interest forms.
Members received a verbal update at the meeting with regard to the latest situation with regard to outstanding forms, and were appraised in particular of the situation regarding Parish Councils, some of which were in the process of co-opting members to give them a full membership where an insufficient number of nominations had been received at the recent elections. It was noted that Parish/Town Council Clerks were assisting in obtaining completed forms from their members.
It was considered that Independent members of the Committee should also complete these forms on the same basis as elected members, particularly as it was possible that planned changes by Parliament to the standards regime could be delayed until 2012.
RESOLVED that 

i) The situation with regard to the Register of Interests be noted;

ii) The amendments to the Register of Interest forms and guidance be noted; and

iii) Interests forms be sent to Independent members to be completed on the same basis as elected members.
11.STA.06
REFERRALS SUB-COMMITTEE UPDATE (A3)
A report was submitted that informed the Standards Committee of the complaints referred to the Referrals Sub-Committee. An updated version of the schedule was circulated to the Committee 
It was noted that training would be arranged within the next few months, particularly focusing on new members of Councils,


RESOLVED that the report be noted.
11.STA.07
GRAFTON UNDERWOOD PARISH COUNCIL : REQUEST FOR DISPENSATION (A4)
A report was submitted that asked members to consider a request from members of Grafton Underwood Parish Council for a dispensation in respect of speaking and voting rights on matters relating to Boughton Estates. Forms completed by the members in question were circulated at the meeting. However, as no Parish Representative had been appointed, members were unable to properly consider the matter, and consequently it was

RESOLVED that 
the matter be deferred until the next meeting of the Committee.
11.STA.08
WARKTON PARISH COUNCIL : REQUEST FOR DISPENSATION (A5)
A report was submitted that asked members to consider a request from members of Warkton Parish Council for a dispensation in respect of speaking and voting rights on matters relating to Boughton Estates. Forms completed by the members in question were not available, and as no Parish Representative had been appointed, members were unable to properly consider the matter, and consequently it was

RESOLVED that 
the matter be deferred until the next meeting of the Committee.
11.STA.09
WEEKLEY PARISH COUNCIL : REQUEST FOR DISPENSATION (A6)
A report was submitted that asked members to consider a request from members of Weekley Parish Council for a dispensation in respect of speaking and voting rights on matters relating to Boughton Estates. Forms completed by the members in question were not available, and as no Parish Representative had been appointed, members were unable to properly consider the matter, and consequently it was

RESOLVED that 
the matter be deferred until the next meeting of the Committee.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 7.22 pm)

Signed …………………………………

Chair
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