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2. INFORMATION
2.1 The Standards regime and the Members' Code of Conduct were introduced by the Local Government Act 2000. The regime underwent some changes in 2007 when the Code of Conduct was amended and the new Local Standards Framework was introduced. 
2.2 The Standards Committee (England) Regulations 2008 set out the framework for the operation of a locally based system for assessment, referral, investigation and hearing of complaints of member misconduct.
2.3 The provisions in the Constitution relating to standards matters have not been updated to fully reflect the changes made by the 2008 Regulations and the operation of a locally based system for determining complaints.
2.4 The amendments necessary to comply with the changes are shown as track changes in Appendices 1 to 4 of this report. A brief explanation of each  amendment is set out below;
2.4.1 Part 2 – Article 8 - At present there is a requirement to have one Town and one Parish member. There is no legal requirement to have one from each type of authority. Under the Regulations a parish member can be a member of either a Town or Parish Council. It has proved difficult recently to recruit one from each; this will allow more flexibility in attracting parish members and in the availability of members to sit on the Sub-Committees.
2.4.2 Part 2 – Article 12 – This is a minor amendment to reflect the local determination provisions. The majority of investigations are now referred to the Monitoring Officer by the referrals Sub-Committee and not the Ethical Standards Officer of the Standards Board.
2.4.3 Part 4 – page M1 to M33 – Standards Committee Hearing Procedure Rules. The rules are applicable to the previous regime when cases were referred by the Ethical Standards Officer of the Standards Board. This is no longer relevant. The Standards Committee is recommended to adopt the procedures set out in the Local Standards Framework, A Guide for Local Authorities produced by Standards for England. The Regulations require the Standards Committee to have regard to any guidance issued by the Standards Board. It is not necessary for this to form part of the Constitution.
2.4.4 Part 4 – Page M34 to M35 - Terms of Reference of the Referrals Sub-Committee.  The amendments allow some flexibility in the make up of the Sub-Committee. One Independent Member will be required as Chair and one elected member, the remaining place can be either an elected member or a second independent member unless the matter concerns a Parish Councillor, when a parish councillor will be required to sit. 
2.4.5 Part 4 - Terms of Reference of the Hearings Sub-Committee. It was agreed at the Annual Council meeting on 14 May 2008 that a Hearings Sub – Committee be established. Terms of reference, however, have not been agreed. The draft terms follow the recommendations put to full Council with the exception of the requirement for a Parish Councillor to be present. It is recommended to require a parish representative only if the matter involves a parish councillor.
3. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

None
4. 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

None
5. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS


There are no financial implications associated with the Constitutional changes. There may be a cost to the Council arising from undertaking and determining the complaints under the Code.
6. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS


None
7. 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

The Standards Committee (England) Regulations require the Council to have a system in place to undertake the local assessment of complaints.

Background Papers:

Previous Reports/Minutes:

Title of Document: Local Standards Framework a guide for Local Authorities

Ref:

Date:

Date:Council 14 May 2008
Contact Officer:

PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To make recommendations to the Executive to amend the Constitution in respect of Standards related matters to reflect legislative changes. 


	 








8.	RECOMMENDATION





(i)	that the Standards Committee approves the amendments to the Constitution as set out in Appendices 1 to 4 of the report;





(ii)	to delete pages M1 to M33 of the Standards Committee Procedure Rules;





(iii)	the amendments be recommended to the Executive for reference to Full Council for adoption; and





(iv)	that the procedures set out in  Local Standards Framework, a Guide for Local Authorities be adopted as the basis for the conduct of local assessment, investigation and determination.














