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2. INFORMATION
2.1
Following the introduction of the Parliamentary Voting System and Constituencies Act 2011, the four UK Boundary Commissions are now required to conduct a review of parliamentary constituencies in their respective parts of the UK and submit final reports on the reviews to Government “before 1st October 2013”. The two main requirements of the Act will be that the Boundary Commission for England must allocate a precise number of constituencies to England (calculated from a fixed total for the whole of the UK of 600 constituencies), and that it must ensure that, with the specific exemption of two constituencies to be created on the Isle of Wight, every constituency has an electorate that is within 5% of the ‘UK electoral quota’. Whilst other factors may be considered, these are all to be subordinate to the ‘electoral parity’ rule. The UK electoral quota is, to the nearest whole number, 76,641. Therefore, every constituency in England, apart from on the Isle of Wight, must have an electorate that is no smaller than 72,810 and no larger than 80,473. The 2011 Parliamentary electorate for Kettering at 1st December 2010 stood at 69,669.

2.2
The defined number of constituencies and the 5% electoral parity target are statutory requirements that the BCE must apply and it has absolutely no discretion in respect of either matter. Those areas where the Commission does have some discretion, such as the local government boundaries to be observed or the local ties that will be broken by the changes made to the existing constituencies are, as stated above, all subordinate to these two main statutory requirements. Further to this, under the new legislation for the 2013 Review, BCE will be required to base its recommendations on the number of
electors whose names appear on the register of parliamentary electors published on 1 December 2010.

2.3
In order to allocate the required number of constituencies to England and to ensure a manageable and familiar framework within which the detailed mapping of constituencies can proceed, BCE will use the electoral regions, which are already defined in legislation for the purposes of European elections and the recent Referendum, as a template for grouping and allocating the 500 constituencies across England (other than the Isle of Wight). (This use of the electoral regions for the initial allocation would represent a change from the Commission’s previous methodology). The Commission’s proposed approach would mean that it would first determine the number of constituencies to be allocated to each electoral region. Currently, there are 46 constituencies in the East Midlands. The BCE proposals are for 44 constituencies in the Region under the new arrangements.

3.        BCE Parameters

3.1
In considering its proposals, BCE may take into account the following factors:

· Special geographic considerations including in particular the size, shape and accessibility of a constituency

· Local government boundaries as they existed on 6 May 2010

· Boundaries of existing constituencies

· Any local ties that would be broken by changes in constituencies

3.1.2
Factors that the BCE will not consider are as follows:

· Impact on future election results

· New local government boundaries

· Changes to electorate after the review date

4. 
Consultation Process

4.1
BCE, having prepared proposals on the basis detailed above, published them on Tuesday 13th September 2011. A copy of the documentation and maps for the Kettering area has been made available in the Customer Services area, and links to the documentation on the BCE website has been placed on the Council’s website. 

4.1.1 There now follows a twelve-week period for written representations and public hearings which will end on Monday 5th December 2011.The public hearings for the East Midlands will take place as follows
· Thursday 27th and Friday 28th October in Derby

· Monday 31st October and Tuesday 1st November in Northampton

· Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th November in Lincoln

4.1.2 As soon as possible after the initial 12 week consultation period, the BCE will publish on its website all of the representations received for each region, along with hard copies of that information locally. There will then be a further 4 week period for written comments on the representations received during the initial consultation period.

4.1.3 Having taken on board all representations in both periods, BCE will consider a report on each region to determine any changes to be made to its initial proposals, and give notice of any such changes. A further 8 week period is provided for written representations to be made to BCE on the revised proposals. These are taken into account by BCE, who considers the need for any further, final, modifications. On completion of that process, a final report is prepared and submitted to Government, which is also published, thus concluding the review process. Subject to Parliamentary approval, the Government and Parliament will implement the new constituencies so that they are in place for the 2015 UK Parliamentary General Election.

5. The Kettering Constituency

5.1 The existing Kettering Constituency is coterminous with the boundary for the Borough Council area. However, to address the matter of the constituency’s electorate figure falling outside the + or – 5% figure referred to in 2.1 above, this situation had to change. The spreadsheet below details how Kettering and the other constituencies in the County matched up to the ‘electoral parity rule’ referred to in 2.1 above

	Existing
	Electorate 
	% of electorate
	Differential 
	Variance

	Constituency
	at 01/12/10
	quota figure
	in figures
	Plus/Minus%

	
	
	(76641)
	
	

	Kettering
	69669
	91
	-6972
	-9

	Corby
	79468
	104
	2827
	4

	Wellingborough
	76848
	100
	207
	0

	Daventry
	71903
	94
	-4738
	-6

	Northampton North
	62095
	81
	-14546
	-19

	Northampton South
	63748
	83
	-12893
	-17

	South Northants
	82956
	108
	6315
	8

	Total Electorate
	506687
	
	-29800
	


5.2 As a result of the BCE’s proposals published on 13th September, the constituency of Kettering is now made up as follows:

· All the wards of the Borough of Kettering

· The Finedon Ward of the Borough Council of Wellingborough (comprising the Parish of Finedon)

· The North Ward of the Borough Council of Wellingborough (comprising the Parishes of Hardwick, Little Harrowden, Great Harrowden, Isham and Orlingbury). 
A plan of the proposed constituency is attached at Appendix ‘A ‘.
This means an electorate for the Constituency based on the figures for those Wards as at 1st December 2010, of 74,818, which is -2.4% below the threshold figure of 76641, and therefore within the tolerance levels of -5 to +5%..

5.4
The impact on the County as a whole is that Northamptonshire still retains the same number of Members of Parliament as it had prior to the proposals being published. To accommodate this, the BCE have transferred electors within the County and have increased the geographical area of the Daventry constituency to include the town of Lutterworth (which is in Leicestershire) and its surrounding area. The proposed constituency electorate figures are as follows:
	Proposed
	Proposed
	% of electorate
	Differential 
	Variance

	Constituency
	Electorate 
	quota figure
	in figures
	Plus/Minus%

	
	( 01/12/10 figures)
	(76641)
	from 76641
	

	Kettering
	74818
	98
	-1823
	-2

	Corby
	79468
	104
	2827
	4

	Wellingborough
	77175
	101
	534
	1

	Daventry
	73394
	96
	-3247
	-4

	Northampton North
	73430
	96
	-3211
	-4

	Northampton South
	75634
	99
	-1007
	-1

	South Northants
	73975
	97
	-2666
	-3

	Total Electorate
	527894
	
	-8593
	


5.5 At the meeting of the Council’s Executive Committee held on 12th October last, this item was considered, and details of the recommendation will be provided for members at the meeting.

6. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT 
6.1 The Council is a consultee in respect of this matter, and holds documentation to assist members of the public and interested organisations to respond to the BCE.

6.2 The BCE are asking consultees for views structured around the following questions :

· Do you agree in full, in part or not at all with the initial proposals?

· Which parts of the proposals do you agree with/disagree with?

· What are your alternatives for areas you disagree with that meet the statutory rules that govern the process?

6.3 Although the BCE are asking for responses on a regional basis, it is presumed that most respondents will wish to feedback in respect of their own particular area firstly and then secondly in respect of the East Midlands.
7. POLICY IMPLICATIONS
Changes to the Parliamentary Constituency could impact on the Council in terms of representation of the Kettering Borough area in Parliament being diluted by an increase in .the size of the constituency that means that part of another local government area would also fall within the constituency area.
8. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS        
    See 7 above
9. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

   None anticipated.
10. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
   See 7 above.
11.
RECOMMENDATION
Members of the Research and Development Committee consider this matter in order to formulate a response to be agreed by the Executive at its November meeting.
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PURPOSE OF REPORT


To formulate a response to the consultation relating to the Boundary Commission for England’s (BCE) proposals in respect of the review of Parliamentary Constituencies in the United Kingdom published on 13th September 2011, in particular as to how they relate to the Kettering Borough area, and to submit that response for approval to the Council’s Executive.















