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2.   
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

2.1
Members have previously expressed their support for the work of the Armed forces by including in the leisure-pass scheme an entitlement to concessions for members of the armed forces and their families. 

2.2 Members will be aware that the Royal Anglian Regiment has a close connection with the counties of the east of England including Northamptonshire, and indeed has an area office in Northampton. It has regimental bases in Bury St Edmunds and Surrey as well as Cyprus. 

2.2. The regiment has been granted the freedom of a large number of Boroughs throughout the UK, including Northampton, Wellingborough, Bedford, Huntingdon and Harborough. 

2.3. Given that the regiment has strong ties with this part of the world, has seen active service in recent times in Iraq and Afghanistan in the interests of national security, members may wish to further express their support for the work of the armed forces, by granting the regiment the Freedom of the Borough. This could be symbolised by additionally inviting  the regiment to do a March past once the town centre public realm works have been completed.

2.5.
Offering the Freedom of the Borough is reserved to Council.  A report was considered by the Executive Committee at its meeting on 14th September 2011, when it was recommended that the Royal Anglian Regiment be awarded the Freedom of the Borough.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
Initial contact with the regiment can be followed up after the meeting, if so desired. 


4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1.
None 
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1.  There are minimal costs associated with the public granting of the Freedom of the Borough and the attendant march past and ceremonies. 

Background Papers:

Previous Reports/Minutes:

Regimental Journal June 2011.

None

1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To ask Council to consider granting the Royal Anglian Regiment the Freedom of the Borough





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That the Royal Anglian Regiment be awarded Freedom of the Borough. 









