
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 13th July  2011

Present:
Councillor Roberts (Chair)


Councillors Bellamy, Bullock, Dearing, Freer, Jelley, Malin, Wiley and Zanger

Also Present:
Councillors Brown, Bunday Lamb, Tebbutt and West

11.EX.08
APOLOGIES


None.

11,EX.09
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Mark Dearing declared a personal interest in Item 11 as a private sector landlord.

11.EX.10
MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 15th June 2011 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

11.EX.11
URGENT BUSINESS


The Chair indicated that he had accepted an item of urgent business under the provisions of Section 100B 4(b) of the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that the Council's approval was required to support a bid to create a Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) for Northamptonshire.


It was noted that the Executive Committee would not meet again until 14th September 2011.

11.EX.12
FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME


The Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 18th July to 30th November 2011 was noted.

11.EX.13
DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES – REGENERATION AND SUITE 16


A report was submitted which informed members of progress to date on Suite 16 and set out the areas where the Market Place buildings project had already succeeded.

A presentation entitled "Bucking the Trend" was delivered which outlined how the town was continuing to attract inward investment against a difficult national economic backdrop.


Councillor Jonathan West addressed the committee, thanking officers for their continued work on Suite 16.  Councillor West questioned whether private rental of the Market Place apartments, with marketing through estate agents, was the best option for the Borough.  He also urged the committee to align the continued regeneration of the town centre with a comprehensive review, which could include looking at access for disabled and volunteer drivers and toilet facilities.


The Chair advised that potential tenants from a wider area were expressing interest in the Market Place apartments, and that the expertise of estate agents was required in order to ensure they were appropriately marketed.  The Chair indicated that it was intended to carry out a short piece of work on a town centre review, which would include issues such as cleanliness standards, pedestrian safety, access and  transport, and address specific proposals such as the possibility of introducing rising bollards and toilet provision.


Councillor Lamb then addressed the committee, outlining the history of the Market Place and Parish Church.  He commended the work that had been carried out.


During debate, members commended the quality of the Market Place Buildings.  It was noted that occupancy rates in the town centre as a whole were above the national average, and business rates had increased by 30% over the last five years.  


Members asked the portfolio holder for Communications and Rural to approach the Parish Church to hold a service to as part of the 70th Anniversary commemoration of the first missions flown out of Grafton Underwood airfield.  It was felt to be important that celebrations such as that planned in 2012 were brought into the town centre.


Events were planned for the Market Place throughout the summer, including Kettering-by-the-Sea, bands, fun activities and a fun run.  If discussions were to be held with hostelries in the town centre about town centre events, it was felt that enquiries could be made about future community toilet provision at the same time.


The Portfolio Holder for Community and Culture outlined recent volleyball events that had been held at Kettering Leisure Village, indicating that Kettering was regarded as one of ten worldwide centres of excellence for volleyball.  It was noted that the forthcoming Olympic Games would provide an opportunity to showcase the town and springboard Kettering in global marketing. 


In concluding the debate, officers were thanked for their continued work on Suite 16 and Councillors West and Lamb were thanked for their contribution to the debate.


RESOLVED
 that:


(i)
the continued investment in, and delivery of, town centre projects through the Suite 16 be supported; and


(ii)
the successes of the Market Place buildings project be noted in:

· bringing ten high quality apartments to market and attracting good interest

· creating restaurant shells that were tailor-made for national restaurant chains and were attracting interest even in a difficult economic climate

· cementing partnerships with nearby organisations; and

· achieving the highest design quality which would set the tone for future developments in Kettering town centre

(Councillor Freer left the meeting at 8.00 pm)

11.EX.14
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET 


A report was submitted which:

(a)
Reminded members of the guiding principles that underpinned the Council's Financial Strategy.

(b)
Reminded members of the agreed policy position for the delivery of the 2012/13 budget and the agreed enhanced monitoring arrangements.

(c)
Provided members with an update on the latest budget position by reference to the following:

· the draft outturn figures for last financial year (2010/11)

· an update on the delivery of savings for the current year (2011/12)

· an update on the delivery of savings for future years

The report was supplemented by a presentation by the Chief Executive, the Deputy Chief Executive and the Head of Finance.

Councillor Jonathan West addressed the committee, commenting that a 0% increase in Council Tax for the next three years should be included in financial forecasts.  He stated that both councillors and members of the public were keen to have an indication of the Council's plans in this respect. Councillor West also queried the appropriateness of the forthcoming scrutiny review of the budget by a task and finish group.

In discussion, members commended the report and the continued work of staff in generating and identifying savings. It was noted that the Research and Development Committee had identified a review of the budget as part of its work programme and had set up a Task and Finish Group to look at prioritisation for savings.  The review would take account of a potential 0% increase in Council Tax.

The portfolio holder for Finance addressed the Committee, indicating that the Cabinet would like to record its continued appreciation to staff for their enthusiasm in identifying savings.  She reassured members that the Task and Finish Group would be well-briefed by officers and would deliver a valued piece of work which would help inform future decisions on the budget.  The portfolio holder also thanked past Executive Committees for their management of the budget, which had ensured that Kettering remained in a good position compared with other local authorities.

It was noted that approximately one-third of savings needed for 2012/13 had already been identified.


RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the outturn position for 2010/11 for the General Fund, Housing Revenue Account and Capital Programme be noted;


(ii)
the capital carry forwards outlined in Appendix 'A' to the report be endorsed;


(iii)
the early delivery of savings for 2011/12 be recognised; and


(iv)
the budget monitoring information (as contained in Section 5 of the report) and the significant progress that is being made be noted.

11.EX.15
NEW APPROACHES TO PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING


A report was submitted which proposed a new approach to Private Sector housing and which sought adoption of the Private Sector Housing Grants Policy 2011.


It was noted that the Council had last reviewed the Private Sector Housing Grants Policy in 2003.


Councillor Jonathan West addressed the Committee and thanked officers for the excellent report.  Councillor West commended the new policy, stating that the standard of housing was key to quality of life, health and well-being and also had an impact on levels of crime and disorder incidents.  He urged the Council to ensure that people with the greatest need were made aware of how to access grants.


During debate it was noted that there were 106 people currently on the waiting list for a disabled facilities grant.  Houses in multiple occupation over three storeys in height would be visited between July and October and intelligence gathered on housing standards, which would include engagement with residents.  This work would feed into the Housing Strategy.


Officers were thanked for their work on the new policy.

RESOLVED
that the new Private Sector Housing Grants Policy be adopted as set out in Section 3 of the report.  
11.EX.16
A LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP FOR NORTHAMPTONSHIRE


Having been accepted by the Chair as an item of urgent business, a report was submitted which sought the Committee's support for a bid to create a Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) for Northamptonshire.


It was noted that Kettering, along with all other districts in Northamptonshire, had been asked to support the bid.


Councillor Jonathan West addressed the Committee, indicating that he welcomed the report and bid by Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership.  Councillor West urged the Executive Committee to be mindful of the time spent on supporting the bid at the same time as continuing membership of the South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership (SEMLEP).


In discussion, it was noted that membership of the Northamptonshire LEP did not preclude continued membership of SEMLEP.  It was also noted that the criteria for LEPs had been set out by the Secretary of State and that the specific difficulties the previous Executive Committee had expressed regarding the Crossroads of England bid had been resolved in the Northamptonshire Partnership bid.


It was felt that it should be remembered that LEPs were private-sector led, and the Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership represented major Northamptonshire companies and business sectors. 

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the submission of the Northamptonshire LEP bid be noted and it be indicated to the government that Kettering Borough Council would be willing to be a full member of a Northamptonshire LEP; and


(ii)
Kettering Borough Council positively engage with the partnership in the detailed development of a Northamptonshire LEP.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and finished at 8.52 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)

AI

Executive Committee No. 

13.7.11


