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2.
INFORMATION

2.1. In September 2010, the Executive Committee decided to support a partnership bid for the creation of a South East Midlands LEP, in preference to a bid made by Northamptonshire County Council (the “Crossroads of England” bid). The minute is reproduced below.  
RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
Kettering Borough Council supports the LEP proposal for the South East Midlands, subject to us continuing to work with the partner agencies in shaping the bid and finalising details about governance, funding and focus, to ensure it is in the interests of local communities.


(ii)
the Committee clarifies to Northamptonshire County Council the issues it cannot support in the Crossroads of England bid, such as:-


(a)
the automatic hypothecation or re-direction of funds, either from S106 sources, or from grant or incentive regimes, which would normally fall to the Borough Council to allocate


(b)
the translation of the Northamptonshire Arc into a formal planning document in its current form


(c)
the abolition of North Northamptonshire Development Company or its absorption into a county-wide delivery body


(d)
the Borough Council will expect to be fully involved in discussions regarding the composition of the Board of the LEP


(iii)
the Committee notify the Secretary of State of Kettering's position on LEPs by sending a letter setting out this Committee's resolutions.

2.2. SEMLEP was accepted by the Secretary of State as a LEP in 2010, but the Crossroads of England bid was not agreed. The Council formally became a member of SEMLEP earlier this year. 
2.3. Since last September, Northamptonshire Enterprise Ltd has been restructured, its Board reconfigured and its funding streamlined, so that it can function more effectively in the future competitive environment for attracting investment. Almost all the funding for the new Northamptonshire Enterprise Ltd will come from the County Council. There are places on the Board  for two district council representatives (taken up by Northampton and Kettering Borough Councils) and for North Northants Development Company. 

2.4. The NEP Board agreed that it should bid for LEP status now that it had been reconfigured. The attached bid document was submitted to the government on 8th July. This bid effectively proposes that the existing NEP structure is a sound vehicle for the creation of a LEP. 
2.5. The Committee will see from the bid document that it makes none of the planning, administrative and financing proposals which made it difficult for this council to support last year’s Crossroads of England bid.  


2.6
In order to go beyond this stage, the Council will need to be clear about the emerging detail of the LEP's  functions  and priorities,  and properly party to the detailed design of this new LEP, as it was with SEMLEP.  
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1.  Given his involvement on the NEP Board, the Leader had indicated his support for a submission to be made.  
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1. 
Support for and membership of a Northamptonshire LEP does not preclude continued membership of SEMLEP. 


5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1.
There are no financial consequences involved in supporting and ultimately becoming a member of a Northamptonshire LEP. 
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:

1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To seek the Committee’s support for a bid to create a Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) for Northamptonshire.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	The Committee is recommended to:-


 


note the submission of the Northamptonshire LEP bid and indicate to government that it would be willing to be a full member of a Northamptonshire LEP. 





Positively engage with the partnership in the detailed development  of a Northamptonshire LEP 








