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2.
INFORMATION
2.1  The Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge is a new programme to mark Her Majesty The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, led by its Patron The Duke of Cambridge. It is a landmark project to create a permanent, tangible and relevant legacy from the two major events scheduled to occur in the UK in 2012; Queen Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee and the London 2012 Olympics. The campaign will create a branded network of 2012 permanently protected diverse range of outdoor spaces in communities all across the UK. 

2.2   The campaign is being led by Fields in Trust (FIT) which is the only independent UK wide charity dedicated to protecting and improving outdoor space for sport, play and recreation. Formed in 1925 as the National Playing Fields Association it aims to ensure that everyone has access to free, local facilities for healthy outdoor activities.  Currently it protects 1271 sites all across the country totalling 8,584 acres. A Frequently Asked Questions about the programme and the process is attached as Appendix A.
2.3 An information report has been presented to the A6 Towns Forum, and Parish Councils and Ward Councillors were informed of the campaign by letter. As a result sites have now been nominated as potential QEII Fields with accompanying reasons as to why they should be selected. Any sites that the Executive would like to endorse as QEII Fields will be forwarded to FIT. At 15th August 500 playing fields had been nominated to FIT.
 3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
The public will vote for their favourite local playing field through a  website www.qe2fields.com  All playing fields nominated by Local Authorities will be uploaded to this site so that people can search for their area and cast a vote for the field they would like to be protected as a Queen Elizabeth II Field. FIT is hoping to provide a mechanism to enable the public to cast votes by phone and text.  Voting will commence in 2011.

4. 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

4.1
Covenants will be placed on the land meaning they become protected recreational spaces. Future disposals would need to meet more stringent criteria for re-provision of the playing field.  Consequently members will need to consider the asset management dimensions of any proposal sites.
5. 
USE OF RESOURCES

5.1
There will be costs associated with the legal process of protecting the sites (a Memorandum of Understanding and a deed of dedication are required) and with several of the criteria. For example:  

· Sites should be open to the public, and established charitably  or, as facilities held by a sports club under the CASC regime or as Public Open Space 
· FIT states that all sites will need local managers, who will be responsible for the quality of facilities, their maintenance and development, improving participation and use, and financial and operational sustainability. It is unlikely that the Borough Council will be able to provide additional financial and staff resources for any of the nominated sites.

· The Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge will culminate in Have a Field Day.  Community Groups would be able to apply for a grant to assist in event delivery using the Borough Council’s Small Grant scheme.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To provide the Executive information in respect of the Queen Elizabeth II Fields Challenge.








7.	RECOMMENDATION





	The Executive is invited to consider:





(i)	whether it wishes to support this initiative , and if so





(ii)	its preferred mechanism for establishing which sites it will endorse and forward to FIT for a national public vote








