Appendix 1

REVIEW OF HOUSING ALLOCATIONS POLICY 2011

PROPOSED PRIORITY BANDING


	Band A - Urgent need to move due to reasonable preference plus additional priority 

	· Your household is overcrowded because you need two or more bedrooms than your current accommodation provides (as set out in the Property Eligibility Matrix), and you have not intentionally caused the overcrowding. 
· You or a member of your household cannot be discharged from hospital or rehabilitation centre because you have no accommodation, or your current accommodation has been deemed hazardous to your health and the situation cannot be rectified for you or them to continue to live there. 
· You or a member of your household’s health is so severely affected by your current accommodation that it is life threatening or likely to become life threatening, and the condition of the property cannot be resolved within a reasonable period of time ie 6 months. 
· You need to move to suitable accommodation because of a serious injury, medical condition or disability which you or a member of your household has sustained as a result of service in the Armed Forces. 
· You or a member of your household is at serious risk of harm or severe emotional or physical trauma resulting from violence or threats of violence or physical, emotional or sexual abuse or other serious trauma in the current accommodation.

· You are a private sector tenant or owner occupier, and Kettering Borough Council has determined that your current accommodation poses a Category 1 hazard under the Housing Health and Safety Rating Scheme, the problem cannot be resolved within a reasonable period of time ie 6 months, and by continuing to live there poses a significant risk to health eg as a result of severe damp, structural defects or you are lacking other basic facilities eg bathroom, kitchen, inside toilet, hot and cold water supply. 
· You need to move because your home is about to be demolished or redeveloped. 

· You are a social rented tenant living in Kettering Borough who needs to move because your accommodation needs major renovation or extensive repairs.
· You are a social rented tenant willing to release accommodation with two or more bedrooms in excess of your normal requirements by moving to a property with fewer bedrooms than you currently occupy. 

· You are a social rented tenant willing to transfer to suitable non-adapted accommodation and are releasing an adapted house, flat, or bungalow with major adaptations.  
· You are a social rented tenant and Kettering Borough Council has assessed that you require extensive adaptations to your home, and your circumstances will be resolved by moving to adapted accommodation. 
· Your are a social rented tenant living in sheltered accommodation and you have a medical condition which is adversely affected by your current accommodation, which would be resolved by a move to alternative accommodation within a sheltered housing scheme. 



	Band B - Reasonable preference   

	· Kettering Borough Council has accepted a full duty to you as “statutory homeless”.   (Time limited)

· You need one more bedroom than your current accommodation provides because you have:

· Children of different genders (one child must be at least 10 years old) sharing a bedroom, or

· Children of the same gender with an age difference of 10 years or more sharing a bedroom, or

· Three or more children sharing a bedroom, or

· You are sharing a bedroom with your child and there is no other bedroom available for you to use. 
· You have sole parental responsibility of a child/children who is/are unable to live with you currently because of your accommodation. 

· You or a member of your household has a permanent medical condition which is seriously adversely affected by your current accommodation, but you/they are not housebound or your/their life is not at risk due to your current housing, but your housing conditions directly contribute to causing serious ill health.  
· You or a member of your household need to give or received essential care and support that is substantial and ongoing. 

· You or a member of your household need to take up or continue permanent employment of 16 hours or more, your travel costs are causing you financial hardship and/or you do not live within a reasonable commuting distance. 
· You are ready to move on from supported accommodation and have been deemed ready for independent living by a relevant support provider.

· You are a social rented tenant living in Kettering Borough with one bedroom in excess of your normal requirements, willing to release a 2/3/4 bedroom house or 2/3 bedroom ground floor flat with own garden by moving to a property with fewer bedrooms than you currently occupy. 
· You are a successor or non-statutory successor of social rented accommodation, approved for an offer of suitable accommodation. 



	Band C 

	· You are homeless but assessed as having no priority need under the homelessness legislation. 
· Your current landlord has served Section 21 notice requiring that you leave your privately rented accommodation for a reason or situation which is not caused by you or a member of your household, and the tenancy cannot be prevented from ending. 
· You are a household with at least one dependent or a pregnant woman with a confirmed EDC, sharing accommodation with another household.  
· You need more bed spaces than your current accommodation can reasonably provide.
· You have had a relationship breakdown, and are living in the same property as your former partner, and a move would allow the partner and family to remain in the property. 
· You are a foster carer approved by Northamptonshire County Council and your housing prevents you from being able to start, or continue, to provide foster care. 

· You or a member of your household has a non-urgent medical condition which is made worse by your current accommodation.

· You need to give or receive non-essential care and support. 


	Band D

	· You are aged 55 or over and are seeking sheltered accommodation or other accommodation designated for the elderly. 
· You are a household without dependents sharing with another household. 

· You are “intentionally homeless” 
· You have refused two reasonable offers of accommodation in the last twelve months. 

· Kettering Borough Council has accepted a statutory homeless duty to you and you are currently living in long term temporary accommodation including private sector properties let by the Council.  


	Band E

	· You are adequately housed (Corby only)



Local Connection
A local connection will comprise: 

· Residency in Kettering Borough for at least two years continuously prior to the allocation of a social rented home; 

· Residency in Kettering Borough for a minimum of six months out of the last twelve;

· Have permanent employment in Kettering Borough for a minimum of 16 hours per week;

· Have close family members already resident in the Borough eg parent, grandparent, brother, sister, son or daughter;

· Have a local connection with Kettering Borough through other special circumstances eg need to be nearer close family member to provide essential care and support. 

Impact of Local Connection on Allocations

It is anticipated that priority for social rented homes in Kettering Borough will be given as follows:
1 Bands A, B and C (local connection with Kettering Borough only)

2 Band A, B and C (local connection with Wellingborough and Corby)

3 Band D (local connection with Kettering)

4 Band D (local connection with Wellingborough and Corby)

5 Band E (local connection with Corby – Corby properties only)
Applications from households with no local connection to the Keyways partnership area would no longer be accepted onto the housing register. 
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