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	1.
	PURPOSE OF REPORT

To seek the Council’s adoption of the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan



	
	

	2.
	INFORMATION


	2.1
2.2
2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6
	The Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan (AAP) forms part of the suite of documents which together comprise the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework (LDF).  Area Action Plans form part of the Statutory Development Plan and establish a set of proposals and policies for the development of a specific area.  The determination of all planning applications must be made in accordance with the Development Plan unless material planning considerations indicate otherwise.
The Area Action Plan was submitted to the Secretary of State who appointed an independent Inspector to determine, through a public examination, whether the plan was sound and legally compliant.  In considering soundness the Inspector examined if the plan was founded on a robust evidence base, consistent with national policy and deliverable.  In particular the Council’s approach to delivery through the AAP and Suite 16 Regeneration Programme, was praised by the  Inspector who concluded that there are no ‘showstoppers’ affecting delivery of the key development proposals in the AAP. The strategy including sound infrastructure planning, having delivery partners signed up and the flexibility to respond to changing circumstances was endorsed as an effective mechanism for delivering the plan.
The binding report was received 16 May 2011 with the Inspector concluding that the AAP is sound, legally compliant, and an appropriate basis for planning of the town centre over the period to 2021.  At the meeting of Planning Policy Committee on 20 June 2011, having considered the Inspectors findings, Members agreed the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan and recommended it to Council for adoption.
Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan
The Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan Development Plan is an important element of the LDF. It sets out the vision for a town centre which is 'characterful, distinctive and fun'.  The AAP strategy aims to regenerate the town centre through a framework of eight distinctive but complementary quarters that seek to deliver the seven plan objectives (vibrant centre; step change in retail offer; new residential community; high quality urban design; increased office employment; safe, welcoming, walkable and well connected; and a greener town centre).  It considers land use, funding, timing and the deliverability of the various proposals within the context of a number of overarching initiatives, including continuing public investment into the public realm and transportation. It contains policies and proposals to support the Council’s vision and to underpin its delivery.
The AAP is a policy and delivery tool to encourage investment and guide future development and its impact is already being felt within the town centre.   All of the town centre projects delivered to date, and all of the projects that are ‘in the pipeline’ are in line with the Kettering Town Centre Area Action plan.  Phase One of the Transport Strategy, that was designed in partnership with Northamptonshire County Council through work on the AAP, has delivered new roundabouts at the Northampton Rd/ Northfield Ave junction to improve access within and through the town centre and reduce traffic congestion.  The Market Place buildings and Public Realm improvements, that are better connecting the Market Place with the Shopping Quarter and the Yards, have been guided by principles established through the production of the AAP.
The Inspector’s conclusions are binding and if the Borough Council resolves to adopt the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan it must incorporate the changes required by him. The regulations require that the Authority must adopt the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan as soon as practicable following receipt of the Inspector’s report, unless the Secretary of State intervenes. A full final version of the AAP, incorporating all changes requested by the Inspector, is included as a separate document: this is the document that members are asked to adopt.


	3.
	ADOPTION PROCESS


	3.1

3.2
3.3

	The Constitution details that Council is responsible for the adoption of the plans and alterations which together comprise the Local Development Framework.

As soon as practicable after the Borough Council adopts the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan Development Plan Document it must comply with Regulations 35 and 36 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004. These relate to the deposit of documents and publication arrangements including the Adopted Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan, Sustainability Appraisal Report, Public Notice and DPD Adoption Statement. 
Any person aggrieved by the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan may make an application to the High Court under Section 113 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, on the grounds that the document is not within the appropriate power or that a procedural requirement has not been complied with. Any applications must be made not later than the end of the period of six weeks starting on the day on which the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan is adopted by the Borough Council. 


	4
	CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT


	4.1


	The Area Action Plan has been produced in accordance with the appropriate regulations and the North Northamptonshire Statement of Community Involvement.  This has included three formal rounds of consultation on the Area Action Plan, together with specific consultation on integral elements of the plan including the Kettering Town Centre Transport Strategy.

	5.
	POLICY IMPLICATIONS

	5.1

	The AAP will form a part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework.  Its aim is to provide the necessary planning policy for the regeneration of Kettering Town Centre to 2021. Once adopted, the AAP becomes part of the statutory Development Plan for the Borough and is used in the determination of planning applications. 

	6.
	USE OF RESOURCES

	6.1
	There are no financial implications for Kettering Borough Council.


	7. 
	RECOMMENDATION



	
	That Members:
(i) agree the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan; and

(ii) authorise the Head of Development Services to deal with all the necessary adoption documentation and other consequential matters in accordance with the appropriate Regulations.
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