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2.
INFORMATION
An enquiry was made at the last meeting of the A6 Towns Forum in respect of ‘Friends Of Local Parks’. This report provides information to this effect and signposts members and the general public to current information and resources on a national, county and borough level.
The advice taken from ‘Green Space’ website to start a new group is as follows:

“The best starting point is to have a discussion with local friends, neighbours and other park users about the site. This will help you to judge whether your concerns and hopes for the area are shared and supported by others“.
National Level

There are existing good resources for existing and potential new groups. The main national source is ‘Green Space’. The information may be found at http://www.green-space.org.uk/community/. From these web pages a comprehensive 52 page document called ‘Making a Difference’ may be downloaded. This provides information on “How to set up and maintain a community group for parks and green spaces”. 

In addition ‘Green Space’ provide:
· A Community Network 

· Community Resources

· An online Fund Search

· Link to the National  Federation of Parks and Green Spaces 

· On line forum

A little more about these resources follows:
Community Network

The Community Network is a hub for community groups working with parks and green space. Most people involved in voluntary understand the difficulties of operating with limited resources and time. So the Network brings together the experience and knowledge developed by community groups and create a forum for sharing it.

Community Resources

This provides up to date information about the resources and information that are currently available on a national level.

Fund Search

An easy to use online fund search that s in identifying funding for identified projects for parks and green spaces.
Link to the National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces

The National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces, formerly known as the National Open Spaces Forum, is a UK network of area-wide forums. It exists to promote, protect and improve the UK’s parks and green spaces by linking together all the friends and users forums and networks throughout the country.
On Line Forum

On line forum to discuss issues and share good ideas.

County  Council Level
Northamptonshire County Council provide support for ‘Pocket Park’ Groups. 
Details and the link to Kettering Pocket Parks may be found here: 

 http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/leisure/pocket-parks/kett/pages/default.aspx.

There are pocket parks in all of the A6 towns.  In all cases the town councils are the main contacts for these areas. The range of activities that they manage are the co-ordination and delivery of volunteer activities, community events, fund raising and maintenance of the pocket parks.
The listed sites with contact names and contact numbers on the County Council website are:

	Pocket Park
	Contact Name
	Contact Number

	Barton Seagrave Pocket Park
	Louis Bonel
	07721 053 257

	Broughton Pocket Park
	Stephen Collins
	01604 237222

	Burton Latimer Pocket Park
	Maureen Jerram
	01536 725524

	Cranford Pocket Park
	David Iversen
	01536 330304

	Desborough Pocket Park
	Dennis Ainge
	01536 763423

	Kettering: Dog Kennel Pocket Park
	John Grewcock
	01536 519872

	Kettering: Kettering General Hospital Pocket Park
	Ros Cox
	01858 565518

	Rothwell Pocket Park
	Carolyn Mackay
	01536 711086

	Rushton Pocket Park
	Jackie Hands
	01536 711478

	Stoke Albany Pocket Park
	Julia Routen
	01858 535504

	Kettering: Grange Pocket Park
	Revitalise Group
	01536 534192


Borough Level

There are existing ‘Friends Of Park Groups’ within the Borough. They can exist in many forms depending on the desired level of involvement. The level of involvement needs to grow gradually to consider the long term sustainability of the group. It can range from arranging and delivering community events and activities , raising funds for agreed projects to maintaining the land in respect of grounds maintenance. 

There are many examples within the Borough of the different models that have been used e.g. friends of park groups by way of simple terms of reference and constitution, management agreements, licences, leases etc. Any interested community groups are recommended to find out more from existing groups. The Borough Council can assist in making contact with existing groups that are not listed above.
In the A6 towns, there is an existing Friends of Park Group for ‘The Paddocks’ and in Kettering there is an existing Friends of Park Group for Rockingham Road Pleasure Park. It is intended to support a new ‘Friends of Park Group’ for the recently acquired ‘ Desborough Greenspace’ over the next 12 months.
The Borough Council has limited capacity to support any new groups but will be happy to respond to any enquiries and provide appropriate advice as required. The initial enquiry should be directed to Tim Bellamy who may be contacted on 01536 534355 or email timbellamy@kettering.gov.uk.

An example of a draft ‘Terms of Reference’ and ‘Constitution’ may be found at Appendix A.
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To provide information in respect of how to start ‘Friends Of Park Groups.’









