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2. INFORMATION
Kettering Borough Council’s Grounds Maintenance team have over the years carried out numerous spring bulb planting schemes. Daffodil planting at entrances to towns and villages, planting of wide verges on busy roads and native bulb planting under trees and in woodlands, to name a few. On average the Grounds team plant approximately 4000 bulbs a year.

Time and labour costs limit the amount of bulb planting that takes place rather than the cost of the bulbs which are relatively good value for such an impact. In 2005 spring bulbs were offered to villages at a Rural Forum as long as they agreed to plant them in the public domain and where they would benefit their community. This over the years has evolved and extended out to schools, community groups and town councils.
3. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
The scheme adds colour to the Borough and gives KBC the opportunity to engage with town councils, parish councils and community groups. It also enables communities to improve their surroundings and add bio-diversity to their neighbourhoods.  

Town councils, village parishes and schools are contacted on a rota by letter, and the scheme has been advertised in the Evening Telegraph and local circulars inviting community groups to participate. A copy of the letter and form which is sent out is attached in Appendix 1. 
All of the A6 towns have been involved with this over the years and Rothwell have already requested to have the same amount of bulbs as last year and will be having a bulb planting session in Manor Gardens. If any towns are unsure of where to plant their spring bulbs assistance can be given.
4. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

Average cost of the scheme over the last five years is £900.00.  This is accounted for in the Grounds Maintenance budget for plants. 
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT


To ensure the A6 towns are aware of Operation Spring Bloom and how they can participate.


	 








RECOMMENDATION





	That the details of this reported are noted by members.









