
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      BOROUGH OF KETTERING

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 15th March 2011

Present:
Councillors Edwards (Chair)

Councillors Bain, Derbyshire, Talbot and West

10.MA.35
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Hollobone.

10.MA.36
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 25th January 2011 be approved and signed as a correct record.

10.MA.37
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

10.MA.38
SPORTS FACILITIES STRATEGY 2010 – 2021 (A1)


A report was submitted which sought the committee's views on the Sports Facilities Strategy prior to consideration by the Executive Committee at its meeting on 6th April 2011.


The report was updated at the meeting and members noted that the consultation responses submitted to the Executive Committee would include those made by the Research and Development Committee.  Once approved, the Strategy would be reviewed each year and updated accordingly.


Members made the following observations and suggestions:-

Gymnastics

It was noted that the Gymnastics Club were currently looking for a new hall as they were currently meeting in an empty warehouse unit.  Members were advised that discussions with a new landowner had already commenced.

Swimming

Considerable debate was held on swimming facilities and it was acknowledged there was a deficit in water space in the Borough when compared with the national, regional and county average. Montsaye Pool in Rothwell was mainly used as a training pool due to its size. Members felt that people were willing to travel a reasonable distance to swimming pools in adjoining towns and that, in the current economic climate, it was more realistic to strive to improve public transport links with the Corby pool than to seek provision of additional swimming facilities in the Borough.  It was noted there was currently no direct bus link from Desborough to Corby, and that residents were required to take a bus via Kettering, which considerably increased the fare.

Football

The facilities at Kettering Town Football Club should not be ignored and approaches should be made for sponsorship or participation in community events .

It was noted that Rothwell Football Club was a semi-professional club.

Volleyball

Volleyball England showed that the Council was enthusiastic about sports facilities and the work that was previously undertaken to attract them to the Borough was commended.

In conclusion to the debate members thanked officers for their work in connection with the Sports Facilities Strategy.

RESOLVED
that the action plan be noted and the draft Sports Facilities Strategy 2011 – 2021 be approved for consideration by the Executive Committee.

10.EX.39
EDUCATION AND SKILLS


A report was submitted which informed members of progress to date on the Education and Skills action plan.


Councillor Margaret Talbot, as a member of the Education Task and Finish Group, summarised the work of the group.  It was noted that the actions contained in the action plan were those of all partners and were monitored through the Local Strategic Partnership.  Education and Skills had been a theme at the last LSP Conference held in October 2010.


An update was given on events held and publications produced over the last few months, in which Kettering Borough Council had participated or helped to organise.


Discussion was held on apprenticeships and it was noted that a number of Modern Apprentices at Kettering Borough Council had been successful in gaining permanent employment with the authority.  The authority also accommodated requests for work experience wherever possible.  Kettering Borough Training also worked with local employers to offer students placements in areas such as construction and engineering.


It was suggested that a further update to the Committee on the Action Plan should be included on the Work Programme for the next municipal year.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the progress made to date on the Education and Skills Action Plan be noted;


(ii)
continuing development of the Action Plan and the work of partners such as the Northamptonshire Education and Works Services (NEWS) be supported; and


(iii)
members receive feedback on the development of the plan on a half-yearly basis.

10.RD.40
WORK PROGRAMME


The work programme as at 15th March 2011 was noted.  Items suggested for the next meeting of the Committee were:-

· Toilet provision in Kettering

· Protocol on the selection of the Deputy Mayor

At the conclusion of the meeting, the Chair thanked members and officers for their work and support over the last four years.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 7.40 pm)

Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair

AI







Research and Development Committee No. 

15.3.11


