BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at the meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 24th February 2011

Present:

	Councillor 
S Lynch  (The Mayor)
	Councillor J Henson

	
"
A Pote (The Deputy Mayor)
	
"
L Henson

	
“
L Adams
	
"
P Hollobone

	
"
M Bayes
	
"
C Lamb

	
"
D Bishop
	         “       M Lynch

	
"
C Brown
	
"
M Malin

	
"
J Bullock
	
"
E Manns

	
"
R Civil
	
"
P Marks

	
" 
P Corazzo
	
"
R Roberts

	
"
M Dearing
	          “      D Soans

	
“
T Freer
	
“
Smith-Haynes

	
"
C Groome
	
"
M Talbot

	
"
R Groome
	
"
G Titcombe

	
	
"
J West

	

	
"
A Wiley

	
	
"
D Zanger

	
	

	
	


10.C.81
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bain, Derbyshire, Edwards, Hakewill, Perry, Tebbutt and Watts.

10.C.82
MINUTES

RESOLVED
a) that the minutes of the Special Meeting held on 15th December 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.


b) that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 15th December 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.


c) that the minutes of the Budget Consultation Meeting held on 27th January 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.

10.C.83
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

10.C.84
DEPUTY LEADER’S ANNOUNCEMENT

In the absence of the Leader, the Deputy Leader reminded members that re-assessment for the Member Development Charter would take place on 23rd March 2011 and thanked the Chair and Members of the Member Development Working Group for their work in connection with the re-assessment.

10.C.85
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Mayor made the following announcements:-

· The Shooting Night in aid of the Mayor's Charity had been a great success. Members were thanked for their support and Councillor Titcombe was thanked for organising the event

· The Mayor's 'Walk to Make a Difference' would be held at Wicksteed Park on Sunday, 6th March, meeting at 10.00 am for an 11.00 am start.  Sponsorship was still being sought and all members were invited to participate.

10.C.86
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE


The Chief Executive reported that Kettering Borough Council had been nominated as finalists in three categories for the Association of Public Service Excellence Awards 2010-2011, and were winner in the Most Improved Performer for Street Cleansing.


The Mayor presented the award and certificates to members of staff and thanked them for their work in connection with their success.

10.C.87
PRESENTATION BY THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL STATISTICS – CENSUS 2011


Ms Phillipa Denton of the Office of National Statistics attended the meeting and gave a presentation on the forthcoming Census.


The help of councillors was sought in encouraging people to complete and return their census forms.


A question and answer session ensued.  It was noted that a procedure existed to identify unrecorded accommodation and that houses in multiple occupation would be treated as communal buildings.


It was noted that Census data was updated each year, between Censuses.  Access to published census data was available to businesses and individuals through the website. 


In 2001 Kettering achieved a 97% return rate, which was better than both the national and regional average.


Phillipa Denton was thanked for her attendance and informative presentation.

10.C.88
NOMINATION FOR DEPUTY MAYOR 2011/12


It was proposed by Councillor Freer and seconded by Councillor Dearing that Councillor Margaret Talbot be appointed Deputy Mayor for 2011/12.


It was proposed by Councillor West and seconded by Councillor Corazzo that Councillor Keli Watts be appointed Deputy Mayor for 2011/12.


Discussion was held on the method of selection of Deputy Mayor and it was

RESOLVED
that the nomination for Deputy Mayor be deferred to the meeting of the Council to be held on 27th April 2011.

10.C.89
BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR GENERAL FUND, HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT AND CAPITAL 2011/12


A report was submitted which outlined the recommendations from the Executive Committee to enable Full Council to make formal decisions on

a) The Revised General Fund budget 2010/11;

b) The General Fund budget 2011/12;

c) The Capital Programme 2011-2012;

d) The Housing Revenue Account budget 2011/12;
e) The Council Tax increase for 2011/12


In introducing the report, the Deputy Leader stated that difficult decisions had been made, and the foreseeable future remained challenging.  However the Council had a duty to balance its books whilst protecting front-line services.  The Council would continue to seek fundamental efficiencies but would strive to add value to front-line services.  The Deputy Leader thanked members of the public, town and parish councillors, borough councillors, partners, senior officers and the workforce for their contribution to the budget setting process and commended the budget to Council.


It then was proposed by Councillor Roberts and seconded by Councillor Wiley that the budget be approved.


The Leader of the Opposition then proposed an amendment in the form of an alternative proposal to Council.  The Leader of the Opposition referred to the reduction in government funding suffered by Shire Districts and the disappointing reduction in funding as a result of changes in respect of concessionary fares.


The amendment was seconded by Councillor Bishop.

"all of the following changes are made to the Council's 2011/12 General Fund Revenue budget;


any savings made from the CCTV budget are retained within the Council's budget for community safety, and


rather than transferring the 'Voice' publication to an electronic format that the key messages from Voice are merged into the existing 'Whats On' publication and that this is produced six times a year, saving £28,000 per year, and


there is a 5% reduction in the budget for Members' Allowances, saving £14,650 per year."


Debate ensued on the savings proposed in the amendment, particularly in respect of the proposal in respect of Members' Allowances.  Although some members indicated they would be willing to consider a reduction in the amount of allowances, it was generally considered that the issue should be considered by the Independent Review Panel when it next meets, rather than a decision being made as part of the budget process.

(Voting on the Amendment: For 5; Against 22; Not Voting 2)

The Amendment therefore fell.

Debate then ensued on the motion and recommendations of the Executive Committee as contained in the report to Council, noting that a 0% increase in Council Tax would attract a central government grant equal to 2.5%.  It was acknowledged that work carried out over several years had placed the Council in a much better position to respond to local and national problems than most other local authorities.

Members were unanimous in proposing a vote of thanks to all those involved in preparing the budget.

A further amendment was then proposed by Councillor Adams and seconded by Councillor West that:

"there be a 3% reduction in the budget for Members' Allowances."

Debate then ensued on the amendment, it being noted that staff pay had been frozen for two years.  It was noted that the Council had resolved in 2007 not to introduce a pension scheme for Councillors. It was reiterated that the whole issue of Members' Allowances should be referred to the Independent Review Panel. The view was also expressed that a reduction in the level of allowances might deter people from becoming a councillor. 

(Voting on the Amendment: For 5; Against 21; Not Voting 3)

Following voting on the amendment, it was agreed that the issue of Members' Allowances should be looked at more fully and considered as part of next year's budget process.

Debate then continued on the following issues:

· The timing of Committee meetings

· The filling of vacant posts

In conclusion, Councillor Wiley thanked members for the interesting debate and commended the budget to Council.

RESOLVED that:-


(i)
the General Fund revised budget for 2010/11 and budget for 2011/12 (as detailed in Appendix B, Section 1 of the report) be approved;


(ii)
the Capital Programme for 2010-2013 (as detailed at Appendix B, Section 2 of the report) be approved;


(iii)
the Housing Revenue Account revised budget for 2010/11 and budget for 2011/12 (as detailed in Appendix B, Section 3 of the report), be approved;


   (iv)  that :-
(i)
 it be noted the Council calculated the following amounts for the year 2011/2012 in accordance with Regulations made under Section 33 (5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (the Act):

(a)
31,105 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, and the Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax Base) (Amendment) Regulations 2003 and (No2) Regulations 2003, as its council tax base for the year.

(b)
Being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with regulation 6 of the Regulations, as the amounts of council tax base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate:

	Parish of
	Tax Base

	Broughton
	793

	      Burton Latimer
	2,354

	Cransley
	122

	Desborough
	3,567

	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley
	633

	Mawsley
	892


(ii)
 the following amounts be now calculated by the Council for the year 2011/2012 in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (the Act)

(a)
£63,799,172
being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32 (2) (a) to (e) of the Act. (Gross expenditure, parish expenses any contingencies, any provision for reserves.)

(b)
£51,841,350
being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32 (3) (a) to (c) of the Act. (Gross Income, any use of reserves.)

(c)
£11,957,822
being the amount by which the aggregate at ii (a) above exceeds the aggregate at ii (b) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 32 (4) of the Act, as its Budget Requirement for the year. (Expenditure less income = net expenditure / budget requirement.)
(d)
£5,488,666
being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates will be payable for the year into its General Fund in respect of redistributed non domestic rates, revenue support grant and increased by the amount of any sum which the Council estimates will be transferred from its Collection Fund to its General Fund pursuant to the directions under section 98(4) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988. (Business Rates, Government grant, any special grant, any surplus from Collection Fund.)

(e)
£207.98
being the amount at ii (c) above less the amount at ii (d) above, all divided by the amount at i (a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 33 (1) of the Act, as the basic amount of its council tax for the year. (Net expenditure including parish precepts, less Business Rates, grants etc, divided by tax base = an average council tax which includes parishes.)
(f)
£80,500
being the aggregate amount of the special items referred to in Section 34 (1) of the Act. (Total amount of parish precepts.)
(g)
£205.39
being the amount at ii (e) above less the result given by dividing the amount at ii (f) above by the amount at i (a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 34 (2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates. (i.e. the Borough Council's precept of £6,388,656 divided by the Council Tax base of £31,105, This Council's own Council Tax at Band D.)

(h)

being the amounts given by adding to the amount at ii (g) above the amounts of the special item or items relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area mentioned above divided in each case by the amount at i (b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(3) of the act, as the basic amounts of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special item relates. (Council Tax at Band D for those parishes that have issued a precept added to this Council's council tax.)

	Part of the Council's area
	         £

	Broughton
	        212.33

	Burton Latimer
	        212.82

	Cransley
	        209.49

	Desborough
	        210.16

	Geddington, Newton & Little Oakley
	        213.29

	Mawsley
	        244.63


	(i)
	Part of the Council's area
	Valuation Bands

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Parish of
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	
	Broughton:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,388,656)
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	
	  Parish Precept (£5,500)
	4.63
	5.40
	6.17
	6.94
	8.48
	10.02
	11.57
	13.88

	
	Total 
	141.56
	165.15
	188.74
	212.33
	259.51
	306.69
	353.89
	424.66

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Burton Latimer
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,388,656)
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	
	  Parish Precept (£17,500)
	4.95
	5.78
	6.60
	7.43
	9.08
	10.73
	12.38
	14.86

	
	Total 
	141.88
	165.53
	189.17
	212.82
	260.11
	307.40
	354.70
	425.64

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Cransley
	
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,388,656)
	  136.93
	   159.75
	  182.57
	  205.39
	  251.03
	  296.67
	  342.32
	  410.78

	
	  Parish Precept (£500)
	      2.73
	       3.19
	      3.64
	      4.10
	      5.01
	      5.92
	      6.83
	      8.20

	
	Total 
	  139.66
	  162.94
	  186.21
	  209.49
	  256.04
	  302.59
	  349.15
	  418.98

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Desborough
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,388,656)
	  136.93
	   159.75
	  182.57
	  205.39
	  251.03
	  296.67
	  342.32
	  410.78

	
	  Parish Precept (£500)
	      3.18
	      3.71
	      4.24
	      4.77
	      5.83
	      6.89
	      7.95
	      9.54

	
	Total
	  140.11
	  163.46
	  186.81
	  210.16
	  256.86
	  303.56
	  350.27
	  420.32

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,388,656)
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	
	  Parish Precept (£5,000)
	5.27
	6.14
	7.02
	7.90
	9.66
	11.41
	13.17
	15.80

	
	Total 
	142.20
	165.89
	189.59
	213.29
	260.69
	308.08
	355.49
	426.58

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Mawsley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,388,656)
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	
	  Parish Precept (£35,000)
	26.16
	30.52
	34.88
	39.24
	47.96
	56.68
	65.40
	78.48

	
	Total 
	163.09
	190.27
	217.45
	244.63
	298.99
	353.35
	407.72
	489.26

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Other Areas / Parishes:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	  Borough Precept (£6,388,656)
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78



being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at ii (g) and ii (h) above by the number which, in the proportion set out in section 5 (1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in  a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council, in accordance with section 36 (1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for 2011/12 in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.
(iii)
 it be noted that for the year 2011/2012 Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) and Northamptonshire Police Authority (NPA) have stated the following precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Act for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:
	
	Valuation Bands

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	NCC (precept £31,978,242)
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NPA (precept £6,009,486)
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40


(iv)
that, having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at ii (i) and iii above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30 (2) of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2011/2012 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-

	Part of the Council's Area
	Valuation Bands

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Broughton:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	  Parish Precept
	4.63
	5.40
	6.17
	6.94
	8.48
	10.02
	11.57
	13.88

	Total
	955.77
	1,115.06
	1,274.35
	1,433.64
	1,752.22
	2,070.81
	2,389.41
	2,867.28

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burton Latimer:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	  Parish Precept
	4.95
	5.78
	6.60
	7.43
	9.08
	10.73
	12.38
	14.86

	Total
	956.09
	1,115.44
	1,274.78
	1,434.13
	1,752.82
	2,071.52
	2,390.22
	2,868.26

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Cransley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	  Parish Precept
	      2.73
	          3.19
	        3.64
	        4.10
	        5.01
	        5.92
	        6.83
	        8.20

	Total
	  953.87  
	    1112.85
	  1271.82  
	  1430.80
	  1748.75
	  2066.71
	  2384.67
	  2861.60

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Desborough: 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	  Parish Precept
	      3.18
	          3.71
	        4.24
	        4.77
	        5.83
	        6.89
	        7.95
	        9.54

	Total
	  954.32
	    1113.37
	  1272.42
	  1431.47
	  1749.57
	  2067.68
	  2385.79
	  2862.94

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	  Parish Precept
	5.27
	6.14
	7.02
	7.90
	9.66
	11.41
	13.17
	15.80

	Total
	956.41
	1,115.80
	1,275.20
	1,434.60
	1,753.40
	2,072.20
	2,391.01
	2,869.20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mawsley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	  Parish Precept
	26.16
	30.52
	34.88
	39.24
	47.96
	56.68
	65.40
	78.48

	Total
	977.30
	1,140.18
	1,303.06
	1,465.94
	1,791.70
	2,117.47
	2,443.24
	2,931.88

	Other Areas / Parishes:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	  NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	  NPA
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	951.14
	1,109.66
	1,268.18
	1,426.70
	1,743.74
	2,060.79
	2,377.84
	2,853.40

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



(v)
the Prudential Borrowing Indicators for 2011/12 as detailed in Appendix 'F' of the report be approved;


(vi)
the Medium Term Financial Forecast, as detailed in the Budget Book at Appendix 'B', Section 1 be received; and


(vii)
the report of the Council's Responsible Finance Officer as detailed at Appendix 'A' be noted.

10.C.90
REVIEW OF POLLING PLACE AND POLLING DISTRICTS


A report was submitted which sought approval for the recommendations about the locations of polling stations in the Borough.


It was noted that the last review had been carried out in 2007. The findings had been implemented at the Borough Elections the following May and had been in place since that time, subject to minor amendments.


In discussion members made the following points:-

· Improvements were needed on polling day to the lighting at the access points to the William Knibb Centre Polling Station 

· the Returning Officer be requested, over time,  to seek to further reduce the use of  schools for polling stations,  wherever possible

Officers were thanked for their work in connection with the review.

RESOLVED that:-


(i)
the contents of the report be noted; and


(ii)
the recommendations as set out in paragraph 2.5 of the report be agreed.

10.C.91

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS


None.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.50 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Mayor

AI


(Council No. 4)

24.2.11


