
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 16th March 2011

Present:
Councillor Hakewill (Chair)


Councillors Bullock, Dearing, Malin, Roberts, Smith-Haynes and Zanger

Also Present:
Councillors Tebbutt and West

10.EX.87
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Brown. 

10.EX.88
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Hakewill declared a personal interest as the Council's representative on the South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership (SEMLEP).

10.EX.89
MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 16th February 2011 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

10.EX.90
ISSUES REFERRED FROM FORUMS AND/OR KETTERING YOUTH COUNCIL


Councillor West sought assurances from the Chair that approaches were still being made to the geographic forums and the Kettering Youth Council for any items they may wish to refer to the Executive Committee.


The Chair confirmed that this was the case

10.EX.91
FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME


The draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 15th March 2011 to 31st July 2011 was noted.

10.EX.92
DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES – REGENERATION AND SUITE 16


A report was submitted which informed members of progress to date on Suite 16. 


The report and supporting presentation contained updates on the following projects:-

· Market Place Restaurants

· Velux 2020 Carbon-Neutral Homes

· Kettering Public Realm - Bus and Taxi Services

· Market Street and Horsemarket

· Hogs Head Demolition Works

· Delivering the Transport Strategy for Kettering Town Centre – New Roundabouts in Northfield Avenue/Northampton Road

· Addressing Empty Units in the Town Centre


In discussion, members welcomed the progress to date, particularly noting that all projects were both on schedule and within budgets.


RESOLVED
 that:


(i)
the continued investment in, and delivery of, town centre projects through the Suite 16 be supported;


(ii)
thanks be extended to Stagecoach and Northamptonshire County Council in respect of the new bus routes that now serve the town;


(iii)
thanks be recorded to the Evening Telegraph for the 'I love Kettering' campaign; and


(iv)
progress made in respect of the demolition of the Hogs Head and the temporary nature of the landscaping on this development site be welcomed.

10.EX.93
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET (INCLUDING TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2011/12


A report was submitted which reminded members of the Guiding Principles that underpin the Council's Financial Strategy and presented the Treasury Management Strategy 2011/12 for approval.


RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the contents of the report be noted;


(ii)
the Treasury Management Policy Statement as detailed in Appendix A of the report be approved; and


(iii)
the Annual Treasury and Investment Strategy as detailed in Appendix B of the report be approved.

10.EX.94
PROCUREMENT OF MULTI-FUNCTIONAL PRINTERS


A report was submitted which:-


(i)
informed members of the procurement process for the supply of new print, photocopying and scanning equipment;


(ii)
sought member approval to award a three-year contract for the supply of multi-functional print devices to Konica Minolta; and


(iii)
informed members of the anticipated saving of £54,000 over the next three years which was expected to result from the contract.

RESOLVED that:-


(i)
the procurement process be noted; and


(ii)
a three-year contract for multi-functional printers be awarded to Konica Minolta subject to agreement of the contract terms by the Head of Democratic and Legal Services.


10.EX.95
DOG CONTROL ORDERS


A report was submitted which gave a summary of the consultation responses and which sought members' approval to implement new Dog Control Orders for the Borough (regarding dog fouling and keeping dogs on a lead when directed).


Councillor West addressed the Committee and asked if land in private ownership was also covered under the new orders.  It was noted that enforcement on private land could occur with the owner's permission, and that if fouling occurred on wasteland where ownership could not be determined, the Council would still take enforcement action.


In discussion, members noted that the whole Borough was covered by the new Dog Control Orders, and that enforcement activities would be undertaken by the Environmental Wardens on a rota basis throughout the Borough, including the A6 towns and in rural areas.  Notices would be posted around the Borough.


It was agreed that the rota for enforcement activities would be circulated to town and parish councils, when this had been finalised. 


Members noted that if a particular problem was evident in individual wards or streets, or if an individual was known to be an offender, targeted action could be taken.  Members were urged to contact officers in such cases.


In conclusion, members sought assurances that the new Dog Control Order would be widely publicised.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the results of the consultation process as detailed in the report be noted;


(ii)
the draft Dog Control Order as detailed in Appendix 1 of the report be approved; and


(iii)
the Head of Environmental Health be given delegated authority to make any necessary amendments to the draft Dog Control Order as required.

(Councillor Hakewill declared a personal interest in the following item as the Council's representative on the SEMLEP)

10.EX.96
SOUTH EAST MIDLANDS LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP (SEMLEP) – COMPANY MEMBERSHIP


A report was submitted which sought approval to become a member of the South East Midlands Local Enterprise Partnership.


Councillor West addressed the Committee and expressed some concerns regarding the geographical area of focus of the SEMLEP, particularly as the Northamptonshire County Council were taking a different approach.  He felt this represented an uncoordinated, subjective approach within the County which could have a detrimental effect on the area.


Councillor West also sought assurances regarding Kettering Borough Council's membership and the composition of the Board.


Councillor Tebbutt also addressed the committee, urging the Council to use the SEMLEP to pressurise for electrification of the railway line north of Bedford, as this was a key criteria for aspirations to bring prosperity to North Northamptonshire.


The Chair outlined the proposed Board membership, and advised that the County Council had no formal relationship with any other Local Enterprise Partnership.  The Executive had looked at the best option for Kettering in September last year and had continued to work with the SEMLEP since that time.  Four bids for capital projects had already been submitted to the government and Kettering had played a strong part in putting together the bids.


In discussion the view was expressed that the new company should be subject to the Freedom of Information Act.  It was noted that if the SEMLEP was classified as such it would be subject to FOI legislation, but there was nothing to prevent the Board taking a decision regarding public transparency should it so wish.

RESOLVED
that membership of the SEMLEP company be approved, on the basis of that  set out in the report, subject to agreement by the Head of Legal and Democratic Services to the detailed articles of association and other terms.

10.EX.97
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 (AS AMENDED)

RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

10.EX.98
SALE OF LAND AT NORTHFIELD AVENUE, KETTERING


A report was submitted which sought approval to dispose of land at Northfield Avenue, Kettering by way of an option agreement.

RESOLVED
that the grant of a two year option to purchase the retail land to the east of Stanier Close be approved on the terms as set out in the report.

The full resolution in respect of this item contains information relating to the financial and business affairs of any person (including the authority holding the information) and information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings.  Publication of the full resolution would therefore be contrary to Paragraphs 2 and 5 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.

10.EX.99
MAXIMISING ASSET VALUES – LAWRENCE’S FACTORY SITE


A report was submitted which provided members with an update on the agreed sale of the former Lawrence's factory site, Desborough.


The resolution in respect of this item contains information relating to the financial and business affairs of any person (including the authority holding the information) and information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings.  Publication of the resolution would therefore be contrary to Paragraphs 2 and 5 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and finished at 10.05 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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