KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL

East Kettering Urban Extension Liaison Forum

1.
INTRODUCTION

Kettering Borough Council recognises the significance of the proposed development of the urban extension to the East of Kettering and local concerns about its implementation and its impact on the local environment.  The Council wants to facilitate communication between all the stakeholders in the locality affected so that accurate information is available to all parties and any concerns can be raised and discussed.  As well as the Council’s interest in representing local people and as a custodian of the economic, environmental and social well being of the Borough, it is also the local planning authority.  As the decision-maker for applications for the development of the urban extension, the Council must ensure that applications are considered in accordance with statutory requirements and its own rigorous ethical standards.  The Forum cannot be part of this decision making process and formal arrangements are necessary to demonstrate this separation in the roles the Council performs.

2.
TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Forum shall:

· Act as a link between the local authorities, developers and local interest groups

· Monitor the implementation and impact of the development on the economic, environmental and social well being of the area

· Assist in ensuring that local people are kept informed of the development and its programming

· Allow developers to show draft proposals for aspects of the development and seek comments on them prior to the submission/ consideration of planning applications

· Seek to resolve any concerns between the stakeholders that may arise

3.
MEMBERSHIP 
Core Group

· One Borough Councillor

· One County Councillor

· One representative of each of the following Parish Councils:

-
Barton Seagrave

-
Burton Latimer

-
Cranford

-
Grafton Underwood

-
Warkton

-
Weekley

· One representative of each of the following community and residents groups:

-
Churches Together, Kettering

-
Ise Residents Association

-
Crescents Community Association

-
NET Residents & Tenants Association

-
Poplars Farm Action Group

-
Burton Latimer Action Group

· One representative of the following development and landowner interests:

-
Alledge Brook Ltd (Bee Bee Developments Ltd)

-
Boughton Estates

-
Any other developer that subsequently acquires an interest in the site or who obtains planning permission for development work on site

Associate Group

· Borough Councillors representing the wards of:

-
Buccleuch & Queen Eleanor

-
Barton Seagrave

-
Ise

-
Burton Latimer

-
Avondale Grange

· County Councillors representing the divisions of:

-
Kettering Rural

-
Barton & Burton

-
Ise

-
Grange

· Nominated persons representing:

-
the Police

-
the Primary Care Trust

-
Northamptonshire County Council

-
Sustainable Communities Directorate

-
Children & Young People Directorate

(on their successors in function)


Parish Councils and Community Groups may appoint any person as their representative, unless that person is already entitled to attend as an Associate Member.


Associate Members will receive all agendas, minutes and other papers, and will be entitled to attend meetings if they so wish.  If invited to contribute to meetings by the Chair, they will not be constrained by the Right to Speak policy.


In the event that a vote is required, it will be conducted by show of hands.  Only members of the Core Group may vote.


The Forum shall elect a Chair and Deputy Chair at its first meeting and thereafter at its first meeting in each calendar year from amongst the representatives of parish councils or community groups; no person shall be the chair if they already hold office as a Borough or County Councillor. 

The Forum, or the Chair on behalf of the Forum, may invite representatives of other bodies to its meetings to discuss matters in which they are concerned or have expertise.  This shall include, for example, representatives of the Highways Agency, a public transport operator, the Environment Agency and English Nature.  Representatives of residents will be invited to join the Forum as the development becomes occupied.


The Forum shall be advised and supported by officers of the Borough Council, and other agencies as appropriate.

4.
MEETINGS

Meetings shall initially be held every 2 months.  A schedule of meetings shall be agreed at the first meeting of the Forum.  Additional meetings may be held at the request of the Forum or may be called by the Chair.  Meetings will be held at the offices of Kettering Borough Council until facilities are available in the new development.  An agenda shall be sent to members 10 days before any meeting where possible.  The members of the Forum shall be as open as possible with each other and seek to enhance public knowledge about the development.  They shall, however, respect the justifiable confidentiality of information they acquire, for example on protected species or contractual matters.  Members shall clearly state any request for confidentiality and the grounds on which it is sought.  Meetings of the Forum will be in public, unless decided otherwise for specified items.  The Council shall publish the minutes of meetings.  Meetings shall be conducted in an orderly manner.

