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2.
INFORMATION

2.1
The Representation of the People Act 1983 Section 18C(1) makes  it a legal requirement for local authorities to review the polling districts and polling places within their area every four years. The purpose of this review is to establish the best locations for polling stations in each polling district, and it has not focused on the structure of polling districts themselves. The Electoral Services team supported by a Deputy Chief Executive have undertaken this review and the rest of this report describes their findings.  
2.2
The last review for Kettering Borough took place in February/March 2007, and the findings were implemented at the Borough Council elections in May of that year. They have been in place since then, subject to minor amendments when premises have become unavailable to be used as polling stations. Local people and organisations with an interest in this matter were requested     to comment on the existing situation with regard to polling districts, polling places and polling stations. To assist them with this, a document relating to the existing provision was published which showed the situation as it was with regard to streets allocated to polling districts and polling places/stations in 2007, and also provided an overview in relation to each premises as at the current time, and invited comments on them. 
2.3
This report takes into account all the comments received during the consultation and at Appendix ‘ A ‘ provides members with a suggested scheme for polling districts, polling places and polling stations.. for them to consider in relation to elections to be held in Kettering Borough from May 2011 onwards.
2.4
In order to assist members the definitions of each of the terms used in respect of the matters being reviewed are as follows :
· Polling District    
The area created by the division of an electoral ward into smaller parts, within which we can designate a polling place that is convenient to electors.
· Polling Place
The building where polling takes place. A polling place may have more than one station within it. 

· Polling Station
The area within a room where the poll takes place. Each polling station is allocated a number of voters.
2.5
Members are asked to approve the changes detailed in the schedule shown below. All other electoral arrangements in respect of polling districts, polling places and polling stations will remain as they are currently. The following additional information is provided in respect of polling districts, polling places and polling stations where a change of arrangements is being recommended.
	Area
	Previous Polling Place
	Recommended Polling Place
	Reason for Change

	All Saints Ward No 2 Polling District, No. 7 Polling District and No.9 Polling District
	St Andrews Church Room, Crown Street Kettering
	Carey Baptist Church Nelson Street, Kettering
	To provide a premises more central to the polling district for the convenience of electors and to reduce the number of voters attending the previous polling place. This involves the transfer of 831 electors, 141 of whom currently have postal votes.

	Brambleside Ward 
	Weekley Village Hall
	Brambleside Primary School, Cleveland Avenue, Kettering
	To facilitate the change to the boundary between the town of Kettering and the Parish of Weekley made by the Electoral Commission that  comes into force at the May 5th elections. This affects around 60 electors.

	Burton Latimer Ward Nos 1, and 2 Polling Districts
	St Marys C. of E. VA  Primary School, High Street, Burton Latimer
	Burton Latimer Civic Centre, High Street, Burton Latimer
	To make use of a new facility in Burton Latimer, at the same time reducing the number of electors that has to vote at the School used currently for polling, thereby enabling it to remain open on polling day. The Civic Centre has been inspected, and is not big enough to cater for all electors in Burton Latimer.

	Desborough St Giles Ward Nos 1 and 2 Polling Districts
	Havelock Junior School, Havelock Street, Desborough
	St Giles Church Community Centre, Lower Street, Desborough.
	To utilise a newly modernised facility in Desborough, The Building has been inspected, and is suitable to cater for all electors in Desborough St Giles Ward who vote in person.

	Slade Ward No 1 Polling District – Parish of Broughton
	Broughton Primary School, Cransley Hill, Broughton
	Broughton Chapel, High Street, Broughton.
	To utilise a newly modernised facility in Broughton, The Building has been inspected, and is suitable to cater for all electors who vote in person

	St Michaels & Wicksteed Ward No 1 Polling District
	Hawthorn Community School, Hawthorn Road, Kettering
	St Michaels Church, Garfield Street, Kettering
	To utilise a newly modernised facility in Kettering within the Polling District, The Building has been inspected, and is suitable to cater for all electors who vote in person

	William Knibb Ward No. 4 Polling District
	Tourist Information Centre, Sheep Street, Kettering
	Parish Church Rooms, Market Place, Kettering
	The works on the Market Place will have been largely completed by the time the next election is held, and it is now appropriate to return to the premises previously used as a polling place for this polling district. Alternative vehicular access and parking has now been provided at the Municipal Offices car park which serves the Parish Church Rooms.


2.6
Members are requested to note the following points when considering this report:

· The Boundary Committee for England did not choose to undertake consequent reviews of County Electoral Division boundaries after the review if the Borough Ward Boundaries. This has led to the existence of a number of small polling districts within Wards situated within the town of Kettering. To change these at this time, would mean that they would need to be changed back again in 2013 when the next County Council elections are due to take place. It is suggested that this would be a pointless exercise. 

· The use of schools by Returning Officers for polling purposes is written into the Representation of the People Act, 1983, Chapter 2, Schedule 1, Part III, paragraph 22. This paragraph effectively renders all mainstream schools liable for use irrespective of how they were procured. This includes Academies, Community schools, Foundation schools, LA Nursery schools, Voluntary Aided schools and Voluntary Controlled schools. However, as a result of the consultation, it has been possible to reduce the number of schools used by 3 .
· It is the practice of the Returning Officer to allow Schools to make their own decision with regard to whether they remain open on polling day. If the school wishes to consider remaining open then the Returning Officer’s staff will work with them to facilitate this wherever possible.
· Should members approve the amendments suggested in 2.5 above, there will be no need to make any changes to the existing polling districts, as any changes will be restricted to polling places only.

2.7
Once the Council has agreed on the proposals, details of the new polling districts and polling places must be made available to the public, along with correspondence, representations and minutes of meetings  and the reasons for choosing a particular polling district and polling place must be given. Following the conclusion of the review, there is an appeals process to the Electoral Commission that individuals and organisations who were entitled to make representations in respect of the review can access.
3.

CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1
The following people were able to make representations or comment in respect of this or any other matter relating to the review:

· Any elector in the Kettering Constituency or within Kettering Borough

· Any person or body with expertise in access for persons with any type of disability

Persons or bodies making representations were requested, if possible, to identify alternative places that can be used for polling. The consultation ended during the week commencing 14th February 2011.
3.2
Public notice of the review was given by way of advertisements in local newspapers and media releases. A copy of the notice relating to the review and the accompanying documentation was on the Council’s website. Letters asking for comments and representations were also sent to or sought from the following :
· Parish and Town Councils in the Borough

· Registered Political Parties active in the Borough

· Local Groups representing people with disabilities

· Any individual elector who expresses an interest

· The Council’s Geographic Forums

· The Council’s Research and Development Committee

3.3
In all, a total of 10 responses were received to the consultation. A schedule is attached at Appendix B that summarises all the comments made.
4.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS



There are no policy implications arising from this issue.
5.

USE OF RESOURCES
The cost of this review can be met from the allocated electoral services budget for 2010-11.
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





To seek Council’s approval for the recommendations about the location of polling stations in the Borough.





	





6.	RECOMMENDATIONS





	The Council 





notes the content of the report, and 


agrees the recommendations set out in paragraph 2.5 above; 





.








