B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

A6 TOWNS FORUM

10th  November  2010
Present: 
Councillor David Soans –Chair (KBC)


Councillor Mike Tebbutt (KBC and Desborough TC) 

Councillor Alan Pote (NCC/KBC/ RTC)

Councillor Derek Zanger (KBC/BLTC)


Councillor Ruth Groome (KBC/BLTC)


Councillor Reg Barby (Barton Seagrave Parish Council)


Councillor David Coe (Desborough TC)

Councillor David Watson (Rural Forum Rep)

Also Present:
Martin Hammond (Kettering Borough Council)

Chris Stopford (Kettering Borough Council)


Insp Dick Aistrop (Northants Police) 


Don Connolly (NHS Northants)


Rachel Paling (Committee Administrator - KBC)


The Chair welcomed the Deputy Mayor to the meeting. 

10.A6TF.38
  APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillors Christopher Groome, Russell Roberts, June Derbyshire, Christopher Lamb, Mark Dearing, Margaret Talbot and Cllr David Jones (Rothwell TC)
10.A6TF.39
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 8th September 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
10.A6TF.40
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

10.A6TF.29


It was noted that the Environmental Wardens were now fully operational.
10.A6TF.41
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC PRESENT WHO REQUEST RIGHT TO SPEAK

None
10.A6TF.42
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Cllr David Coe indicated that he might need to declare a personal interest on Item (10.A6TF.46) if there was a debate.
10.A6TF.43
PHARMACY NEEDS ASSESSMENT
Don Connolly was welcomed to the meeting.

Don Connolly reported that there was a legal requirement for the PCT to publish a Pharmacy Needs Assessment by 1st February 2011.   There was a consultation period of 60 days.
Specialist groups were being visited to discuss awareness and re-educate people on what pharmacies and pharmacists can offer.  It was noted that there were sufficient pharmacies in the county but there were gaps in the services they provided.  These gaps needed to be identified and then rectified.
A request was made for members to notify NHS Northants of any pharmacies that were not offering a service in order for changes to be made.  Concerns were to be put on the questionnaire and sent back.

(Don Connolly left the meeting at 7.30pm)
10.A6TF.44
POLICE STATISTICS & COMMUNITY SAFETY

Insp Aistrop was welcomed to the meeting.

Desborough had shown an overall increase in it’s Crime figures of 4%.  The ASB vehicle was now in place and had been doing a lot of work in Desborough and resources had been sent to the St Giles area.
(Cllr Zanger arrived at the meeting at 7.33pm)

ASB had risen considerably recently in Desborough and Groundwork had been working in the town to find out what the issues were particularly with young people.  It was suggested that a Youth shelter may help the situation.

It was noted that the Police were using their Immediate Response Teams as well as the SCTs to try and resolve the issues.

Cllr Tebbutt complimented the Police on significant improvements.


It was reported that Operation Guardian had had a number of successes in drug related crime (Serious Acquisitive Crime) and aimed to get reductions.  The next High Impact Day was to take place on 11th November 2010.



Insp Aistrop was to investigate if Police Officers had received the training for the Police bikes.


Appreciation was given by Cllr Ruth Groome for the Police presence at the Farmers Market in Burton Latimer
10.A6TF.45
POLICE RE-STRUCTURE

Insp Aistrop reported that Chief Constable Adrian Lee was looking at reducing policing costs to square the budget and that the force was targeting back office services and management costs. Front-line services were to be protected.  Any reductions in staffing especially of police officers would be borne through efficiency measures.  

The force was reducing the number of basic command units from two to one, which meant that Kettering and Corby would share a Chief Inspector as a territorial commander, but that there would be no changes below that level. The Number of safer Community Teams in Kettering would be reduced from 5 to 2, but there would be no overall change in the number of PCs or PCSOs on those teams. There would be an SCT for Kettering Town and another for the rest of the Borough, with a sergeant in charge of each.  The expectation was that the officers would still be local to the community and therefore retain their local knowledge of the areas

.
Concerns were raised as to whether the changes would reduce the service provided by the Police although the main aim would still be to reduce the amount of crime.
(Insp Aistrop left the meeting at 8.07pm)
10.A6TF.46
CONCESSIONARY FARES 
The Forum members were informed of the changes to the administration of the Concessionary Travel Scheme (Bus Pass).

Libraries were to be used for the issue of cards in Kettering. The County Council would advise the Borough Council when the bus pass was to be issued and then the Borough Council would also issue the Leisure Pass separately.

Confirmation was provided to Cllr David Coe that discounts were not available on the trains in Kettering with passes, as was the case on Leicester trains.

 (Cllr David Coe left the meeting at 8.15pm)

10.A6TF.47
DOG CONTROL ORDERS

A report was submitted by Chris Stopford.

A public notice advising of the 28 days consultation period regarding the implementation of updated Dog Control Orders, was due to appear in the Evening Telegraph on 11th November 2010. 

It was noted that the Orders would cover the whole borough on public open air land.

The first order would cover ‘failure to remove dog faeces on any land’.  The second order was for ’not keeping a dog on a lead when directed to do so’.

It was noted that Toxocariasis could be contracted from dog faeces due to them being meat-eaters.

The definition of Authorised Officers was explained as Environmental Wardens and Environmental Staff.  Borough/Town/Parish Councillors could not be an authorised warden.

RESOLVED
that the Forum recommended the report to Executive.

(Chris Stopford left the meeting at 8.35pm)
10.A6TF.48
EAST KETTERING UPDATE

It was reported that the consensus achieved from the meeting held on 5th November would be given to the Highways.
10.A6TF.49
NEWSROUND

Rothwell

The Gala night was to be held on 3rd December.  Everyone was welcome.

Basket and planters were to be put up to brighten up the town.


Desborough

A public consultation meeting with the Police and partners was to take place on Wednesday 24th November at Montsaye School between 7-9pm.

The Gala night was to be held on 26th November and the Christmas Tree Festival from 26th-28th November.

Burton Latimer

The opening of the Civic Centre was on 12th November.

There was to be late night shopping on 26th November with a Victorian theme.  The Farmers Market was on 4th December.  


Barton Seagrave

At a recent parish council meeting a new representative for the A6 Towns forum was to be appointed.  The name was still to be advised.
10.A6TF.50
RURAL FORUM FEEDBACK

None
10.A6TF.51
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

· CCTv – Evidence for Prosecution 
· Highways (NCC)
 10.A6TF.52
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was noted that Burton Latimer were experiencing difficulties in relation to finance with the Chamber of Trade, who were not responding to correspondence from the Town Council.  The Town Council were to approach a previous Chairman to try and progress further.
Cllr Pote reported that attempts to improve the planting on the roundabouts at Junctions 3 & 4 of the A14 were proving difficult through the County.  David Grindley at the County was suggested as a contact to try and progress further.
10.A6TF.53
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

9th February 2011
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.52 pm)

Signed …………………………………………….

Chair

Rap
A6 Towns Forum No. 

(10.11.10)

