
B O R O U G H   O F   K E T T E R I N G

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

5th July 2010

Present:
Julie Miller (Independent Member) (Chair)


Stuart Kilpatrick (Independent Member)


Geoff Durward (Town Council Member)


Councillor Paul Corazzo


Councillor Scott Edwards


Councillor Ruth Groome

10.STA.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Lloyd Landry and Phil Carter.

10.STA.02
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 29th March 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

10.STA.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None.

10.STA.04
ANNUAL REPORT 2009/10 


A report was submitted which presented the draft Standards Committee Annual Report 2009/10 for consideration and approval prior to submission to Full Council in September 2010.


It was noted that the Annual Report would be circulated to all members, senior officers and town/parish councils.  It would also be made available on the authority's intranet and on the website, and upon request at the Council's Customer Services reception desk and at District Offices.


In discussion it was agreed to add the following to the draft report:-

· A tribute to the contribution of the late Gil Rennie to the work of the Standards Committee

· Reference to the fact that the Council had received no complaints during the year, which reflected the high standards practised by borough and town/parish members

RESOLVED
that subject to the additions outlined above, the Annual Report be approved for submission to full Council in September.

10.STA.05
MEDIA AND PUBLICITY PROTOCOL


A report was submitted which sought members' comments on the draft Media and Publicity Protocol.


It was noted that the protocol had been circulated to all members of the Council in April 2010 following consultation with the Chair of the Standards Committee, who had suggested that the protocol become operational immediately as the Council did not already have a Media and Publicity Protocol.  It was noted that the document would be taken through the relevant committee process and reviewed after one year.


Discussion was held on the following issues:

· The media position of councillors who were also County Councillors

· The use of Facebook, Blogs and Twitter

· The monitoring of the Council's IT equipment

· The potential increase in information required to be made available to the public by local authorities

RESOLVED
that the Standards Committee recommends that the Executive Committee approve the Media and Publicity Protocol. 

10.STA.06
REGISTER OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY – PUBLICATION ON THE COUNCIL'S WEBSITE


A report was submitted which updated members on progress that had been made in relation to the publication of the Register of Gifts and Hospitality on the Council's website.

RESOLVED
that the report be noted and a reminder be issued to all members, drawing their attention to the requirements of the Constitution in this respect.

10.STA.07
STANDARDS FOR ENGLAND – NEWS


A report was submitted which updated members of the Standards Committee on proposals contained in the Decentralisation and Localism Bill, recently announced in the Queen's Speech.


In discussion, it was felt that the work of the Standards Committee was of value to the authority.  However, further information was awaited on the future role of the Committee and the national Standards regime.


It was noted that the Annual Standards Conference had been cancelled.

RESOLVED
that the report be noted.

 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 7:35 pm

Signed ....................................................

Chair
AI

Standards No. 

(29.3.10)

