
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 8th December 2010

Present:
Councillor Hakewill (Chair)


Councillors Brown, Dearing, Malin, Roberts, Smith-Haynes and Zanger

Also Present:
Councillors C Groome, Lamb, Pote and Tebbutt  

10.EX.66
APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor Bullock.

10.EX.67
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor C Groome declared a personal interest in Item 9 on the agenda as the Council's representative on an outside body (LANRAC).

10.EX.68
MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 17th November 2010 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

10.EX.69
FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME


The draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 17th December 2010 to 30th April 2011 was noted, it having been emailed to all members prior to the meeting.

10.EX.70
DELIVERING TOWN CENTRES – REGENERATION AND SUITE 16


A report was submitted which informed members of progress to date on Suite 16.


The report and supporting presentation contained updates on the following projects:-

· Burton Latimer Town Centre
· Kettering Market Place Restaurants
· Kettering Public Realm
· Hop-on Hop-off Bus Services
· The multi Award-Winning Kettering Market Place
· Delivering the Transport Strategy for Kettering Town Centre
· Town Centre Health Check
· Dunelm Application
Councillor Christopher Groome addressed the meeting on the subject of the proposed new bus services, in particular those serving the railway station.  He stressed the importance of linking the timing of buses to arrivals and departures at the station, and specifically to those services to Nottingham and London.

It was noted that discussions were underway with the County Council and Stagecoach regarding the proposed new bus services.  Kettering Borough Council had responded and reacted to the public consultation in this respect. It was accepted that some disruption would occur whilst work was carried out, but that there were considerable long-term gains for the future.


Officers were thanked for their continued work on Suite 16 and the regeneration of town centres.


RESOLVED
 that:

(i)
the private investment already starting to flow though the Restaurant Quarter be noted;

(ii)
the successful partnership working with Stagecoach and the County Council in delivering a ‘Hop-on, Hop-off’ bus service be acknowledged;

(iii)
the continued successes of the Market Place through local, regional and national award schemes be recognised;

(iv)
the ever-improving picture of Kettering and its town centre in respect of:

· Increased retention of retail spend

· A marked reduction in vacant units

· New retailers coming into the town (e.g. Waitrose)


be noted; and

(v)
the continued investment in, and delivery of, town centre projects through the Suite 16 be supported.

10.EX.71
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET

A report was submitted which provided members with the following information:-

· A reminder of the Council's Guiding Principles

· An update of the latest budget position

· An update for members on outstanding government consultations

· Background information on the grant settlement

· Feedback on work taking place in relation to the Budget Delivery Framework, including scrutiny committee feedback on the Prioritisation Workstream

· Recommendations from the Monitoring and Audit Committee regarding grant funding arrangements for Welfare Rights

The report also sought approval for the formal budget consultation period.

It was noted that no detailed information was yet available on the grant settlement.

Discussion was held on the setting of the Council Tax for 2011/12 and the implications of new government proposals in this respect.  It was noted that the trigger point for a local referendum on the level of Council Tax was not yet known.

RESOLVED that:

(i)
the ‘golden rules’ and the ‘modelling for recovery principles’ (as outlined in section 2.4 and 2.7 of the report) be endorsed;

(ii)
the latest budget be approved and the latest budget position (as outlined in section 3 of the report) be noted;

(iii)
the background comments made about the grant settlement (as outlined in section 4 of the report) be noted;

(iv)
the ongoing work in responding to the two outstanding government consultation papers (as outlined in section 5 of the report) be noted;

(v)
the current savings delivered through the Budget Delivery Framework and consider the comments from scrutiny committees on the Prioritisation workstream (as outlined in section 6 of the report) be noted;

(vii)
the grant to Welfare Rights be paid to the end of March 2011 and the continuation of the grant be considered as part of the budget process; and

(viii)
the formal budget consultation period run from 19th January 2011 until 24th February 2011.
10.EX.72
VEHICLE FLEET PROCUREMENT


A report was submitted which updated members on the current issues impacting on the fleet procurement process and informed of the current contract extension required to enable procurement options to be developed.


In discussion, members welcomed the proposals and the opportunities for savings that partnership working could bring.

RESOLVED
that the extension of current hire agreements for vehicles, as is necessary to bring them to a co-terminus termination date, be noted and endorsed.
10.EX.73
ENFORCEMENT OF RESIDENTS' PARKING


A report was submitted which sought endorsement of the proposals for the enforcement of the Residents' Parking Scheme. It was noted that the report represented a key moment in allowing Kettering Borough Council to enforce residents' parking and deliver a much improved service to residents living in areas where it was difficult to park close to their homes.


In respect of the scheme for the hospital area, members noted that officers had already contacted Kettering General Hospital to provide support and encouragement regarding the potential for displacement of business parking in that area.  The opening of the phlebotomy unit in the Municipal Offices would also help to relieve pressure on parking at the hospital, whilst generating increased income in parking fees for the Council.


It was noted that the recommendations of the Executive Committee were required to be submitted to Full Council at its meeting on 15th December 2010.

RECOMMENDED that:-

(i) 
Council accept the delegation of the parking functions as set out in the Agreement at Appendix 1 pursuant to Section19 of the Local Government Act 2000 and the Local Government (Arrangement for the Discharge of Functions)(England) Regulations 2000;

(ii)
Council agree that the enforcement policies and practices to support the delegation agreement be delegated to the Head of Environmental Health; and

(iii)
Kettering Borough Council Constitution, Part 3 – Responsibility for Functions to be amended to move traffic regulation and parking services from Head of Environmental Care to Head of Environmental Health.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.05 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….

(Chair)
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