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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
At beginning of December last year a letter was received from Robert Chilton, the Chair of Standards for England, addressed to all Standards Committee Chairs.  The letter drew attention to a letter he had received from Local Government Minister, Bob Neill MP, about the Government's proposals for the future of the Standards Board regime.  A copy of the correspondence is attached as Appendix 'A'.
2.2
The Localism Bill was published on Monday, 13th December 2010.  The Bill has a wide remit and affects many aspects of local government.  The Government   has stated that it considers the Standards Board regime to be inconsistent with the principles of localism and the regime provides a vehicle for vexatious or politically motivated complaints.  A brief summary of the Localism Bill is attached as Appendix 'B'.

2.3
It is envisaged that the Localism Bill will receive Royal Assent in November 2011 and will be implemented from April 2012.

2.4
Subject to parliament approving the necessary legislation, the changes affecting the Standards Committee would be as follows:-
3.
EXISTING LEGISLATION
3.1
The Relevant Authorities (General Principles) Order 2001, which sets out the principles which govern the conduct of members and co-opted members of relevant authorities will be revoked.

3.2
The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 (S.I 2007/1159) which prescribes the model code of conduct to apply to members of relevant authorities will be revoked.

3.3
The requirement for local authorities to have Standards Committees will be abolished.

3.4
Standards for England will be abolished. None of the Standards Board's functions will be transferred to other bodies.

3.5
The first-tier Tribunal (Local Government Standards in England) will lose its jurisdiction over the conduct of local authority members.

4.
REGISTER OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS
4.1
Members will be required to continue to register and declare their personal interests and will not be allowed to use their position improperly for personal gain.  Wilful failure to comply with the requirements will constitute a criminal offence.

4.2
The Statutory Register of Interests will be defined in Regulations and it is unclear as to whether it will include gifts and hospitality.  If a criminal offence is committed members could face prosecution by the Director of Public Prosecutions, a fine of up to £5,000 and/or disqualification of up to five years.

4.3
Regulations may allow the authority to impose a sanction for breach of the requirement to register and declare an interest, but this would not include suspension or disqualification.

5.
CODE OF CONDUCT
The requirement for local authorities to adopt a model code of conduct will be abolished.  Local authorities will, however, be free to adopt their own voluntary code of conduct, which could include local protocols and guidance on various associated issues.
6.
STANDARDS COMMITTEES

The requirement for local authorities to maintain a Standards Committee will be abolished.  Local authorities may choose to establish a voluntary Standards Committee to consider complaints about the conduct of elected and co-opted members.  Such a Committee would operate via terms of reference which would be contained in the Council's constitution and would be able to censure but not suspend or disqualify members.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To provide members with a brief explanation of how the Localism Bill affects local government and focus on the proposed legislation that will affect the Standards Committee and the Code of Conduct.








7.	RECOMMENDATION





	that:-





(i)	the report be noted; and





(ii)	it be recommended to Council that, following enactment of the Localism Bill, consultation be carried out on what form of ethical standards regime should replace the Code of Conduct and associated Protocols; and





(iii)	any consultation include Town and Parish Councils.


   









