Item 6

KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL

East Kettering Liaison Forum

1.
INTRODUCTION

The East Kettering Liaison Forum was set up 22 May 2008 as a result of proposals for a Sustainable Urban Extension to the East of Kettering. 

The Forum’s terms of reference and membership were agreed at the first meeting of the East Kettering Liaison Forum on 22 May 2008. 
2.
TERMS OF REFERENCE

The terms of reference of the Forum are as a follows:

· Act as a link between the local authorities, developers and local interest groups

· Monitor the implementation and impact of the development on the economic, environmental and social well being of the area

· Assist in ensuring that local people are kept informed of the development and its programming

· Allow developers to show draft proposals for aspects of the development and seek comments on them prior to the submission/ consideration of planning applications

· Seek to resolve any concerns between the stakeholders that may arise

3.
MEMBERSHIP 
The existing membership of the group is as follows: 
Core Group

· One Borough Councillor

· One County Councillor

· One representative of each of the following Parish Councils:

-
Barton Seagrave

-
Burton Latimer

-
Cranford

-
Grafton Underwood

-
Warkton

-
Weekley

· One representative of each of the following community and residents groups:

-
Churches Together, Kettering

-
Ise Residents Association

-
Crescents Community Association

-
NET Residents & Tenants Association

-
Poplars Farm Action Group

-
Burton Latimer Action Group

· One representative of the following development and landowner interests:

-
Alledge Brook Ltd (Bee Bee Developments Ltd)

-
Boughton Estates

-
Any other developer that subsequently acquires an interest in the site or who obtains planning permission for development work on site

Associate Group

· Borough Councillors representing the wards of:

-
Buccleuch & Queen Eleanor

-
Barton Seagrave

-
Ise

-
Burton Latimer

-
Avondale Grange

· County Councillors representing the divisions of:

-
Kettering Rural

-
Barton & Burton

-
Ise

-
Grange

· Nominated persons representing:

-
the Police

-
the Primary Care Trust

-
Northamptonshire County Council

-
Sustainable Communities Directorate

-
Children & Young People Directorate

(or their successors in function)

As members of the Forum are aware outline planning permission for the S.U.E was granted in April of 2010.  It is likely that representation from community and residents groups will become increasingly important within the Forum as discussions about the type and form of the first development on the site progress. Input into these discussions from the Forum could be key to  ensuring that the development at East Kettering S.U.E is a vital and vibrant community that forms part of Kettering, rather than a housing estate tacked onto the eastern end of the town. 
To this end it is suggested that consideration be given to expanding the membership of the Core Group of the East Kettering Liaison Forum to include more community lead organisations. Examples of such organisations might include: 
· Local Schools

· Residents/Community Associations

· Youth Groups 

· Specialist Organisations (e.g. sports, drama) 
Existing members may have suggestions of community groups and organisations that should be approached about joining the Forum.  

Regular attendees at the meetings will be aware that it has sometimes been difficult to get representatives from local community groups and associations to come to meetings. To try and overcome this officers from the Community Services Department of Kettering Borough Council who have direct links with community groups are in the process of speaking to them about joining the Forum. 

To further facilitate this it is intended that officers from Development Services and Community Services will meet with representatives of these groups in the near future. The purpose of the meetings will be to inform the groups of the East Kettering S.U.E and its likely impact upon them. The role of the EKLF will be explained and the importance of community involvement in the development of the S.U.E will be highlighted. 

Members of the Forum are asked to consider the expansion of the Forum and suggest groups (and where possible their contact details) who should be approached with a view to joining the Forum. 
